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Sexual abuse accusations against the late 
founder of entertainment powerhouse 
Johnny & Associates, one of Japan’s larg-
est talent agencies, have been circulat-
ing in magazines and books for decades, 
but it was reports by overseas media out-
lets that ultimately cleared the way for 
coverage in the mainstream domestic  
press.

Yasushi Hashida, 37, who says he was a 
victim of Johnny Kitagawa, told a meeting 
organized by the Constitutional Democratic 
Party of Japan (CDP) on Tuesday that reports 
by foreign media were key in bringing the 
issue to the forefront.

Moves to address the issue represent “a big 
step,” Hashida said, adding that it would be 
better if Japan could address such issues in 

the future “without the influence of foreign 
media.”

Hashida and Kauan Okamoto attended 
the CDP meeting to discuss their ordeal, 
with this coming on the heels of an apology 
on Sunday by Johnny’s President Julie Keiko 
Fujishima to those who have alleged sexual 
abuse.

Accusations of abuse have been circu-
lating since at least 1965, when the weekly 
Shukan Sankei published a story including a 
quote from a Johnny’s member alleging that 
Kitagawa sexually abused him.

In 1988, Koji Kita, a former member of the 
boy band Four Leaves, wrote a book detail-
ing his own alleged experience of abuse at 
the hands of Kitagawa.

More revelations came in 1999, when the 
Shukan Bunshun weekly published a series 
outlining alleged abuse by Kitagawa from 
multiple boys he had mentored.

The New York Times and The Guardian 
reported about the allegations in 2000 fol-
lowing the coverage by the weekly maga-
zine, but despite a growing number of 
accusers, mainstream domestic media out-
lets largely ignored them.

One possible explanation is that TV net-
works have relied heavily on stars from 
Johnny’s for news and variety programs. This 

likely fueled fears that reporting negatively 
about the agency could see the personali-
ties pulled off network shows, causing seri-
ous problems for producers and potentially 
harming ratings.

“I think it actually took an outsider to be 
able to tell this story, because there were too 
many relationships between the agency and 
the media within Japan,” Megumi Inman, the 
director and producer of a BBC documentary 
investigating the abuse, said during a March 
news conference at the Foreign Correspon-
dents’ Club of Japan.

Following the March release of the doc-
umentary, mainstream domestic media 
outlets, especially broadcasters and news-
papers, started to report on the issue. When 
Okamoto, who has alleged he was sexually 
abused by Kitagawa 15 to 20 times, held a 
news conference about his ordeal in April, 
it was the FCCJ that hosted the event, with 
his comments then reported on by various 
foreign media organizations.

In his 2005 book, Shogo Kiyama, a for-
mer Johnny’s member, also lamented that 
despite several books and magazine inter-
views being published on the alleged abuse, 
it was never reported by broadcasters and 
Kitagawa was never punished.
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The Group of Seven leaders summit, which 
kicks off Friday in the city of Hiroshima, is set 
to tackle major tech topics, even as the club 
of wealthy nations juggles an agenda ranging 
from the Russia-Ukraine war to China’s territo-
rial ambitions and climate change.

Among those, the G7 leaders are expected 
to touch on the rise of artificial intelligence 
applications, such as ChatGPT, and how more 
nations are regulating cross-border data flows.

In late April, the G7 ministers in charge of 
digital and technology policy gathered and 
laid groundwork for the Hiroshima summit, 
with ministers agreeing to work toward more 
coordination in this area.

The public debut of OpenAI’s ChatGPT 
last November has posed tough questions for 
authorities around the world as they contem-
plate how they can govern the use of such gen-
erative AI tools. Although many are excited by 
the technology’s potential, there are growing 
concerns that such AI will lead to large-scale 
job losses as well as the spreading of false or 
misleading information.

At the end of the G7 technology ministers 
meeting, Internal Affairs and Communications 
Minister Takeaki Matsumoto, who chaired the 
discussion related to AI, said nearly all minis-
ters stressed the need to have more G7-level 
talks to accelerate coordination.

“We plan to convene future G7 discussions 
on generative AI, which could include topics 
such as governance, how to safeguard intellec-
tual property rights including copyright, pro-
mote transparency, address disinformation ... 
and how to responsibly utilize these technolo-
gies,” a joint statement from the meeting said.

They also shared the view that the AI tech-
nologies should be “human-centric,” while 
expressing opposition to the use of AI that 
would “undermine democratic values.”

The use of generative AI was also discussed 
during the meeting of education ministers 
that ended Monday, with its concluding state-
ment pointing out that the new technology is 
expected to create both opportunities and 
challenges for education.

Matsumoto said last week that AI will be 
one of the key agenda items at the Hiroshima 

Generative AI 
looms large 
on busy G7 
agenda 

FFocus
GABRIEL DOMINGUEZ
STAFF WRITER

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has pledged 
to take “more realistic and practical steps” 
to promote a “world without nuclear weap-
ons” when he meets other Group of Seven 
leaders this weekend for a critical summit 
in Hiroshima.

But don’t expect the gathering, which 
runs from Friday through Sunday, to result 
in bold actions such as binding commit-
ments to reduce nuclear arsenals or an 
agreement to end the stationing of nuclear 
weapons in third countries.

Instead, a key aim of the talks will be to 
pursue new initiatives to foster disarma-
ment and reinvigorate the stalled process 
of nuclear arms control amid today’s dire 
international security environment.

“A joint commitment to creating the 
conditions for promoting eventual nuclear 
disarmament would help strengthen inter-
national confidence in the nonproliferation 
regime,” said Tong Zhao, a nuclear weapons 
policy expert and senior fellow with the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace.

Such a move would also generate “nec-
essary international pressure on coun-
tries interested in pursuing a nuclear arms 
buildup,” he added.

Kishida will likely use the summit to reit-
erate some of the five pillars of the Hiro-
shima Action Plan he unveiled last August 
at a Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
review conference, including calls for states 
to decrease their nuclear stockpiles and 
disclose information on the production of 
fissile materials such as highly enriched ura-
nium and plutonium.

A key goal will be to reach a consensus on 
how to approach and eventually tackle this 
pressing issue.

“Getting G7 leaders to agree on a road 

map will likely be enough of a deliverable 
for this summit on this issue,” a former U.S.-
Japan alliance manager said on condition of 
anonymity. This, in turn, will set the stage 
for governments to work on implementa-
tion, he added.

More specifically, the prime minister is 
expected to call for discussions on the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty and the Fissile 
Material Cut-off Treaty, neither of which 
have entered into force, as well as efforts 
to strengthen the NPT, the last of which is 
described by the G7 as the “cornerstone of 
nuclear disarmament.”

Kishida is also likely to advocate the 
resumption of talks between the United 
States and Russia toward a new nuclear 
arms reduction treaty, as well as the estab-
lishment of formal talks between the U.S. 
and China on their respective arsenals.

He is also expected to call for an enduring 
commitment to enhanced transparency and 
not using nuclear weapons.

G7 leaders will also focus on Russia’s 
nuclear rhetoric and its threat to station 
nonstrategic nuclear weapons in Belarus, 
while other topics will include Pyongyang’s 
ongoing tests of nuclear-capable weapons 
and the lack of transparency around China’s 
growing nuclear arsenal.

“Kishida intends to emphasize the sig-
nificance of nuclear disarmament to the 
international community, not in spite of, 
but precisely due to the challenging interna-
tional security landscape,” said Nobumasa 
Akiyama, dean of the School of Interna-
tional and Public Policy at Hitotsubashi 
University.

Hailing from Hiroshima, which was 
devastated by a U.S. atomic bomb in 1945, 
Kishida has a strong personal commitment 
to promoting nuclear arms controls and 
disarmament, repeatedly stressing that the 
threat of such weapons, let alone their use, 
“should never be tolerated.”

Given its position in history, the selection 

Kishida to seek 
‘realistic’ path 
on nukes at G7

Bold action on disarmament likely to be elusive
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While the Group of Seven summit in Hiro-
shima this weekend is expected to garner 
global headlines, a five-nation visit by a 
senior Chinese diplomat this week that 
includes stops in Kyiv and Moscow could 
shine a light on the role Beijing seeks to 
carve out as a mediator in the Russia-
Ukraine war.

Li Hui, Beijing’s special representative 
for Eurasian affairs, was set to kick off his 
trip with a visit to Ukraine on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, media reports said. He is then 
slated to travel to Poland, France, Germany 
and Russia, making China one of just a hand-
ful of countries to send representatives to 
both parties in the conflict.

The trip was first broached by Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping during a call with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy — the first 
time they had spoken since the war erupted 
— late last month.

On Friday, the Foreign Ministry in Bei-

jing formally announced the trip, calling it a 
“demonstration of China’s commitment to 
promoting peace and talks,” with the Asian 
powerhouse seeking to promote a peace 
plan it announced in February.

Yet it remains to be seen how Li can help 
facilitate China’s role as a possible media-
tor between Kyiv and Moscow, especially 
in light of Western countries’ concerns over 
Beijing’s stance on the conflict.

Shortly before the invasion, China 
announced a “no-limits partnership” with 
Russia and has since refrained from attrib-
uting responsibility to Moscow or referring 
to its actions as an “invasion.”

Li, 70, was China’s longest-serving ambas-
sador to Russia, spending a decade in the 
position until 2019. The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry has touted him as the right man for 
the job, calling him “well-versed in relevant 
affairs and capable of playing a positive role 
in facilitating talks for peace.”

During his 10-year stint in Moscow, Sino-
Russia relations flourished, with Xi mak-
ing eight official trips to Beijing’s erstwhile 
rival, and Xi’s counterpart, Vladimir Putin, 
making 10 visits to China. He also oversaw 
a strengthening of economic ties: In 2009, 
trade volume between the two countries 
stood at $38.14 billion, according to China’s 
Ministry of Commerce, rising to $108.28 bil-
lion in 2018.

Li has spent much of his decadeslong 
diplomatic career managing China’s rela-
tions, first with the Soviet Union and 
later the countries that emerged after its 
collapse.

Then-Chinese 
Ambassador to 
Russia Li Hui (right) 
sits with Russia’s 
prime minister at the 
time, Dmitry Medve-
dev, in Moscow in 
June 2015. POOL / RIA 
NOVOSTI / VIA 
REUTERS
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Kauan Okamoto (right) and Yasushi Hashida, former members of the Johnny & Associates talent agency, attend a meeting hosted by Constitutional 
Democratic Party of Japan lawmakers on Tuesday to discuss allegations of sexual abuse against the late Johnny Kitagawa. KYODO
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Who is China’s peace envoy to Ukraine and Russia?
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Overseas media was key 
in casting spotlight on
Johnny’s allegations

Outside forces ultimately broke silence
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