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Comptroller: Old ID cards a security risk
400 attempts to cross border with false ID cards made in six months

• By YONAH JEREMY BOB

State Comptroller Matanya-
hu Englman yesterday report-
ed that Israel has seen over 
400 attempts to illegally enter 
the country, including from 

Ben-Gurion Airport, by use of 
falsified ID cards during the 
first half of 2022.

Englman noted that many 
of these attempts come from 
the West Bank and Gaza and 
could involve plots to perpe-
trate terrorist attacks. This 
makes them a high-level 
national security threat, and 
not merely a criminal issue.

Further, he said that the 
400 cases are only the known 

incidents and that there are 
probably many more where 
the perpetrators were not 
caught.

The report noted these 
issues in connection with 
the fact that over a decade 
after smart-ID cards were 
introduced and several years 
after they became mandato-
ry, around 45% of the coun-
try still uses the old ID cards, 
which are easier to falsify.

In addition, some 2.9 mil-
lion people, or around 37% 
of the population, will have 
their ID cards expire in the 
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UKRAINIAN SOLDIERS carry the coffin of a fellow serviceman killed in combat, during his 
funeral at a cemetery in Lviv yesterday. (Yuriy Dyachyshyn/AFP via Getty Images)

PALESTINIANS WARN:

‘J’lem Flag March could turn violent’
• By KHALED ABU TOAMEH

Palestinian activists have 
called for “thwarting” the 
Jerusalem Day Flag March, 
scheduled to take place in the 
city on Thursday. They warned 
that Jewish “extremists” were 
planning to use the march to 
“storm” al-Aqsa Mosque. The 
route of the march, however, 
does not include entry into 
the holy site.

The activists said they are 
also opposed to the march 
passing through Damascus 
Gate and the Old City’s Mus-
lim Quarter.

A Palestinian Authority offi-
cial in Ramallah warned Isra-
el against “playing with fire” 
by allowing the flag march 
to take place in the Muslim 
Quarter. The official said that 

calls by some Jewish groups 
to “storm” al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound during Jerusalem 
Day celebrations could lead 

to a “big explosion.”
The intention of some 

Israeli ministers to take part 
in the “provocative” march 

shows that this government 
wants escalation with the 
Palestinians,” the official told 
The Jerusalem Post.

Palestinian factions based 
in the Gaza Strip have report-
edly relayed a warning to Isra-

el, through Egyptian medi-
ators, that the Palestinians 
would not hesitate to resume 
the fighting with Israel if the 
status quo on the Temple 
Mount is altered.

Palestinians have accused 

‘Grade-school reading, 
literacy in severe decline’

• By ARIELLA MARSDEN

Israeli fourth-graders have 
been exhibiting a sharp 
decline over the past seven 
years in their level of pro-
ficiency in their mother 
tongue, according to a Prog-
ress in International Reading 
Literacy Study (PIRLS) that 
was published on Tuesday.

The PIRLS study is con-
ducted every five years and 
assesses the reading litera-
cy of fourth graders around 
the world. This year’s study 
included some 200 schools 
in Israel and tested the kids’ 
literacy with two texts – a 
prose story and a scientific 
text. The students were given 
texts in Hebrew or Arabic 
depending on the schools 
they attend.

The results published on 
Tuesday showed that, while 
Israel remains slightly over 
the global average, it is also 
closer to the level it was at 
in 2001 than before COVID-
19. Furthermore, the rate of 
children with high-level ori-
entation sank by 11%, while 
those with a low level rose 
by 8%. Israel now ranks at 
number 30 among the OECD 
countries.

However, Israel is not 
alone. The only countries 
in the report that exhibited 
improvement were Egypt, 
Oman, Singapore, Hong 
Kong and France. The rest 

lost at least one point, with a 
global average of eight points 
lost. Israel, in comparison, 
lost 20.

The report noted that the 
children in question were 
in second grade during the 
first COVID lockdown and in 
third grade during the sec-
ond and third lockdowns. 
It also added that “it’s like-
ly COVID had a significant 
effect on the results, but it’s 
important to remember that 
we cannot measure which 
changes occurred in accom-
plishments in that time.”

“The data show the crisis 
that the education system is 
in,” said Education Minister 
Yoav Kisch. “Our mission 
is to get the system back on 
track, with an emphasis on 

out standing students and 
helping the grades that were 
especially harmed by COVID. 
We have a difficult task and 
a big responsibility ahead of 
us.”

He told The Jerusalem Post 
that a plan will be presented 
in the near future to address 
the issue and claimed that 
Kisch had put an empha-
sis on outstanding students 
instead of struggling stu-
dents, because that is what 
would be helpful to the lat-
ter. He added: “Everyone will 
be addressed, and as part of 
the plan, of course, there’s a 
desire to strengthen the out-
standing [students] so that 
they can continue to succeed, 
and that’s how you raise the 
whole system.” 

ISRAEL REMAINS just above the global average but it is closer to 
its 2001 level than to pre-COVID. (Marc Israel Sellem/The Jerusalem Post)

YOUTHS WAVE flags during a parade marking Jerusalem Day 
in 2022. (Marc Israel Sellem/The Jerusalem Post)
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Any Iron Dome sale to 
Kyiv would be symbolic

ANALYSIS
• By YONAH JEREMY BOB

Since 2021, a year before 
Russia’s 2022 invasion of 
Ukraine, Kyiv and portions 
of the US political class have 
been pushing for either Isra-
el or the US to sell the Iron 
Dome to Ukraine.

Whether the latest attempt 
last week to get the Iron 
Dome to Ukraine by some US 
senators goes through or not, 
the impact on Israel and on 
Ukraine will be limited.

At an earlier stage in the 
conflict, when Moscow 
thought it might quickly 
squash Ukraine and when 
the West itself was slow to 
provide significant military 
aid, Jerusalem providing the 
Iron Dome to Ukraine might 
have been seen by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin as 
not just a tactical issue, but a 
strategic propaganda one.

He might have blamed 

Ukraine’s fighting back and 
the West’s eventual rise to sup-
port Kyiv due to  significant 
weapons supplied by Israel.

Also, at the start of the 
Ukraine conflict, Russia’s 
S-300 anti-missile system was 
based in Syria to assist the 
Bashar Assad regime in its 
fight with rivals in that coun-
try. One of Israel’s nightmares 
was that Russia would use or 
allow Syria to use the system 
to prevent it from striking Ira-
nian proxies in Syria.

This would in turn have 
allowed Iran to set up a new 
missile threat on Israel’s 
Golan Heights border. Howev-
er, Putin has long since trans-
ferred the S-300 anti-missile 
system to Ukraine.

Likewise, the West has now 

been providing significant 
military aid to Kyiv for an 
extended period with mini-
mal or no similar aid coming 
from Israel (which has pro-
vided some economic aid and 
limited defense aid).

Still, Jerusalem hopes to 
keep better ties with Rus-
sia than Putin has with the 
West. It views Russia as, at 
minimum, a regional power 
which it will need to contend 
with in the Middle East for 
decades to come.

Even without the S-300 
system, Putin has aircraft in 
Syria that could make trou-
ble for Israel’s aircraft strik-
ing Iranian proxies there. And 
having such an unpredictable 
regional power nearby means 
that one cannot always fore-
see what dangers might be in 
store if that power is alienated.

Last week, a senior US gen-
eral told the US Senate that 

Lapid lambasts gov’t plan 
as budget heads to plenum
Cut VAT by 2% instead of giving coalition NIS 13b., 

ex-PM says • Aguda demands another NIS 627 million
• By ELIAV BREUER

Instead of handing out an 
unprecedented NIS 13.6 bil-
lion in coalition funds, the 
government should invest in 
lowering the high cost of liv-
ing by decreasing the Value 
Added Tax (VAT) by 2%, 
opposition leader MK Yair 
Lapid charged in a press con-
ference in Tel Aviv yesterday.

The purpose of the press con-
ference was to present guide-
lines for an alternative 2023-
2024 budget, days before the 
government’s budget propos-
al, which was “full of holes” 
and “zero vision,” Lapid said.

The VAT drop would cost 
NIS 8b. The government 
should invest the remaining 
approximately NIS 6b. cur-
rently earmarked for coali-
tion funds in growth engines, 
such as raising human capital 
for hi-tech and education, 
the opposition leader said.

Coalition funds are a part of 
the national budget intended 
to fulfill political agreements 
that have budgetary signif-
icance. These are not part 
of the official budget of any 
government ministry. Unlike 
the rest of the budget, these 
funds are flexible and can 
be redirected with relative 
ease, as they require a cabinet 
decision and approval by the 
Knesset Finance Committee, 
but not an amendment to the 
actual Budget Law.

While Lapid did not deny 
the fact that his govern-
ment, along with former 
prime minister Naftali Ben-
nett, spent approximately 
NIS 2b. on coalition funds 
throughout 2021-2022, this  

did not exceed the average in 
the recent decade of approxi-
mately NIS 1b. per year. The 
coalition funds in the current 
budget will be over five times 
as high.

More importantly, Lapid 
said, was the difference in 
the purpose of the coalition 
funds – approximately NIS 
3.7b. of the funds in the cur-
rent budget will go to haredi 
educational institutions that 
do not include professional 
training, Lapid said.

Israel is the only country 
he knew of that paid its citi-
zens so that they do not have 
to work, Lapid charged. He 
stressed that he respected 
the world of Torah and reli-
gious study, but argued that 
the current funds do not give 
young haredi men the oppor-
tunity to enter the workforce 
with a respectable job if they 
want to. The coalition funds 
also include hundreds of mil-
lions of shekels for “messi-

anic initiatives” proposed by 
ultra-conservative ministers 
and Knesset members, Lapid 
claimed.

“A budget that intends to 
grow the economy needs to 
include training for hi-tech, 
incentives for the periphery, 
core studies in the haredi sec-
tor so that they have a tool set 
with which they can join the 
workforce and international 
trade agreements… all of this 
does not appear in the bud-
get,” the opposition leader 
charged.

Meanwhile, the Knesset 
Finance Committee approved 
the 2023-2024 budget laws 
on Tuesday afternoon after a 
marathon voting session that 
began on Monday night, and 
the two laws are now set for 
their second and third read-
ing in the plenum, which are 
to continue throughout next 
week.

According to Israeli law, 
the budget must pass by May 

29 at midnight. If not, the 
Knesset disperses automati-
cally and the country heads 
to another election.

The budget laws and a num-
ber of accompanying laws are 
expected to pass on time, and 
after days of stormy debate 
that included shouting 
matches and even the physi-
cal removal of a Knesset mem-
ber, the Finance Committee 
approved the controversial 
Municipal Tax (Arnona) 
Fund, which sparked a strike 
among dozens of municipal-
ities that is expected to con-
tinue through Thursday.

The Fund functions as a 
mechanism to redistrib-
ute wealth among the local 
authorities, so as to incen-
tivize them to earmark more 
land for housing and less for 
commercial purposes, with 
the long-term goal of lower-
ing housing prices. The Fed-
eration of Local Authorities 
in Israel (FLA) claims that 
the Fund penalizes well-run 
municipalities by taking a 
chunk of their earnings, and 
could even lead to the finan-
cial collapse of some munici-
palities. 

The Labor Party said that 
it intends to challenge the 
Fund in the High Court of 
Justice, claiming it discrim-
inates against Israeli-Arab 
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UNCOLLECTED GARBAGE piles up in Tel Aviv yesterday after a 
strike was called in some municipalities to protest the 
proposed Arnona Fund. (Avshalom Sassoni/Flash90)


