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where she previously lived in Hamilton
County.

The neglect cases against Michael
and Kristine Barnett started a media
buzz in September 2019 when charges
were fi�led, and the buzz soon will be-
come louder as production companies
are poised to release documentaries and
dramatic presentations based on the
adoption of Natalia Grace, a Ukrainian

LAFAYETTE — Natalia Grace might
have been two months shy of her 10th
birthday — or she might have been 23 —
in July 2012 when her adoptive parents,
Michael and Kristine Barnett, moved
her into a second-fl�oor apartment in La-
fayette — four counties away from

orphan with severe dwarfi�sm.
Prosecutors dismissed neglect

charges against Kristine Barnett on
March 24, 2023, and a jury acquitted
Michael Barnett in October 2022. The
conclusion of the cases lifts the gag or-
der and frees anyone involved in the
allegations to speak about the events.

Natalia suff�ers from severe dwar-
fi�sm and required expensive surgeries,

Bizarre Barnett
case explained

Michael Barnett flanked by his wife and mother with his father in the back wait for the elevator at the Tippecanoe County
Courthouse on Oct. 27, 2022, minutes after being found not guilty of neglecting his adopted daughter, Natalia.
RON WILKINS/JOURNAL & COURIER

Media buzz growing louder as documentaries loom

See BARNETTS, Page 2A
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After threatening to take steps to
curb Indiana’s health care costs, con-
sidered among the highest in the na-
tion, state legislators ended the 2023
session with mixed results.

House and Senate leaders promised
in a 2021 letter to Indiana’s largest hos-
pitals and insurers that if they didn’t
come up with a plan to bring down
prices to national averages, lawmakers
would have “no choice but to pursue
legislation to statutorily reduce
prices.” 

Unsatisfi�ed with the industries’ re-
sponse to that letter, legislators
opened the session with a slate of bills
taking bold shots at controlling prices.
They proposed banning noncompete
clauses for doctors, preventing hospi-
tals from billing excess fees, and most
signifi�cantly, instituting penalties for
hospitals that don’t keep their prices in
line with a certain threshold.

Session’s end saw a few key wins for
health care billing and transparency,
but also some major compromises on 

Lawmakers
pledged to
lower health
care costs
The results are mixed

Kayla Dwyer and Shari Rudavsky
Indianapolis Star | USA TODAY NETWORK

Hospital clinicians attend to patients
in cars for drive-through COVID-19
specimen collection, at Franciscan
Health Indianapolis, on March 30,
2020. KELLY WILKINSON/INDYSTAR

See HEALTH CARE, Page 4A

An annual service to honor law en-
forcement offi�cers — including those
who have lost their lives in the line of
duty — was held Monday at Policeman’s
Park, across Walnut Street from Muncie

City Hall.
The Law Enforcement Memorial Ser-

vice is held each year during Police
Week.

“Every day, police offi�cers in this
great country battle against the enemies
of life and liberty, law and order,” Dela-

ware County Prosecutor Eric Hoff�man
said during Monday’s service.

“Today is a day that reminds us that
we must never take our life and liberty,
our peace and security for granted. 

Police Week service honors fallen offi�cers

See POLICE WEEK, Page 2A
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