
DMRC STAFFER KILLS
FAMILY, HANGS SELF
New Delhi: A Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) employee
allegedly killed his wife and
daughter by slitting their throats
before hanging himself over a
financial crisis in East Delhi�s
Jyoti Colony area on Tuesday,
police said. P3

TEN KILLED IN CRACKER
FACTORY BLAST IN BENGAL
Kolkata: At least 10 people were
killed and another about a dozen
injured on Tuesday in a massive
blast at an illegal cracker factory
at Kajikul village in Egra sub-
division of East Midnapore
district bordering Odisha. Locals
claimed 21 people died in the
explosion that flung bodies over
100 metres away in a pond. P5

LAND-FOR-JOBS SCAM:
CBI RAIDS 9 LOCATIONS
New Delhi/ Patna: The CBI on
Tuesday conducted searches at
the premises of RJD�s Sandesh
MLA Kiran Devi and Rajya
Sabha member Prem Chand
Gupta at nine locations in
multiple States in connection
with the land-for-jobs scam,
officials said. P4

CAPSULE

PIONEER NEWS
SERVICE/AGENCIES n
NEW DELHI/DHAKA

In a development related to
security provided to foreign

diplomats in Bangladesh,
Dhaka Govt has withdrawn the
“extra security escort” provid-
ed to top diplomats of India
and three other countries.
Bangladesh Foreign Minister
AK Abdul Momen said Dhaka
will not provide this service
with taxpayers’ money.

Policemen equipped with
riot gear used to escort in
their vans the envoys of India,
the United States, the UK, and
Saudi Arabia during their

movements in the city and an
intensified security vigil for
them was enforced following
the July 1, 2016 Islamist mili-
tant attack in a posh Dhaka
restaurant.

The attack killed 20 people
— 17 foreigners, including an
Indian girl. Most of the other
foreigners killed in the attack
were however Japanese and
Italians.

Continued on Page 2

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

Ending a three-decade-long
chase, the State investiga-

tion agency of J&K Police
Tuesday claimed to have arrest-
ed two absconding Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorists involved
in the assassination of Mirwaiz
Maulvi Farooq at his Nageen
residence on May 21, 1990.

According to police, one of
the arrested terrorists identified
as Zahoor Ahmed Bhat of
Batmaloo had pulled the trig-
ger on Mirwaiz inside his bed-
room. The head priest was
killed by terrorists of Hizbul
Mujahideen which accused
him of being a “peacenik” and
an “Indian agent”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the police control room
(PCR) in Srinagar, Special
Director General of Police
(CID) RR Swain said two
accused involved in the killing
of Mirwaiz — Javaid Bhat and
Zahoor Ahmed Bhat, both res-

idents of Srinagar — have been
arrested by the State
Investigating Agency (SIA).
The special DG, however,
maintained a discreet silence
about their whereabouts and
from where they were arrested.

Briefing the media, the
Special DG said the duo were
evading arrest as they were hid-
ing in Pakistan and Nepal
among other places before sur-
reptitiously returning back to
Kashmir a few years ago. 

Continued on Page 2

Mirwaiz�s killers
held after 33 yrs

PTI n VARANASI

Acourt here on Tuesday
agreed to hear a plea for a

survey by the Archeological
Survey of India (ASI) of the
entire Gyanvapi mosque
premises located next to the
Kashi Vishwanath temple.

Accepting the petition filed
by lawyer Vishnu Shankar Jain,
who represents the Hindu side,
District Court Judge AK
Vishvesh asked the Gyanvapi
mosque committee to file its
reply to the plea by May 19,
District Government Counsel
Mahendra Nath Pandey said.

The court fixed the next
hearing on May 22.

On Friday, the Allahabad
High Court ordered determi-
nation of the age of the struc-
ture claimed to be a shivling in
the Gyanvapi mosque using
modern technology. It set aside
an October 14 order of the
Varanasi District Court that
rejected a plea for scientific
investigation, including car-
bon dating, of the structure
found in May 2022 during a
court-mandated survey of the
Gyanvapi mosque. The HC
directed the Varanasi district
judge to proceed, in accordance
with law.

Varanasi court to
hear plea for ASI
survey of entire
Gyanvapi complex 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Taking exception to objec-
tion raised by UN Special

Rapporteur on minority issues
Fernand de Varennes holding
a G-20 meeting in Jammu and
Kashmir, India on Tuesday
rejected his statement as “base-
less and unwarranted”.

He had alleged human
rights violations in Jammu and
Kashmir and India attacked
him for acting “irresponsibly to
politicise this issue”.

Permanent Mission of
India in Geneva also asserted
that India as G-20 president has
the prerogative to host its meet-
ings in any part of the country.
The third G20 Tourism
Working Group meeting is
scheduled to take place in the
summer Capital Srinagar from
May 22 to 24.

Fernand de Varennes
alleged that holding a G20
meeting in Jammu & Kashmir
while “massive human rights
violations are ongoing is lend-
ing support to attempts by
India to normalise the brutal
and repressive denial of rights
of Kashmiri Muslims and
minorities”.

Continued on Page 2

�Baseless�: India on
UN Rapporteur�s
objection to J&K
holding G20 meet

PNS n NEW DELHI

The CBI has registered an
FIR against a freelance

journalist for allegedly collect-
ing sensitive information relat-
ed to the Defence Research
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and the Army, and
sharing the inputs with intelli-
gence agencies of foreign coun-
tries. 

The CBI conducted search-
es at the premises linked to
Vivek Raghuvanshi, listed as
India correspondent of a US-
based portal on defence and
strategic affairs on its website,
and people close to him at 12
locations in Jaipur and NCR,
the CBI said in a statement.

The agency has booked
Raghuvanshi under Section 3
(spying) of Official Secrets Act
read with Section 120-B (crim-
inal conspiracy) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

Continued on Page 2

Online reporter
booked by 
CBI for trading
sensitive info

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The PM10 pollution in
Delhi-NCR soared to haz-

ardous levels on Tuesday as
strong winds swept the region,
raising dust and leaving a thick
blanket of haze over it.  

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said dust-
laden winds with speeds up to
50 kmph blew between 3 am
and 6 am, lowering visibility to
a mere 700 metres at 10 am at
the Palam Observatory, close to
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport, as compared to 4,000
metres at 9 am on Monday.

By 3 pm on Tuesday, the
overall air quality index had
worsened to 260, from 162 at
4 pm on Monday. The Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
data showed PM10 levels soar-
ing to 3,826 micrograms per
cubic metre at Jahangirpuri and
2,565 micrograms per cubic

metre at Sri Aurobindo Marg.
According to the Central

Pollution Control Board, PM10
levels up to 100 micrograms
per cubic metre (for a 24-hour
period) are considered safe.

The DPCC data showed
PM10 levels rose to 1,542

micrograms per cubic metre at
Vivek Vihar; 1,296 micrograms
per cubic metre at RK Puram;
1,807 micrograms per cubic
metre at Patparganj; 1,663
micrograms per cubic metre at
Narela; 1,957 micrograms per
cubic metre at Alipur; 1,661

micrograms per cubic metre at
Dwarka Sector 8; 1,456 micro-
grams per cubic metre at
Mundka; 1,662 micrograms
per cubic metre at Major
Dhyan Chand Stadium; 1,527
micrograms per cubic metre at
Wazirpur; 1,580 micrograms
per cubic metre at Ashok
Vihar; and 1,881 micrograms
per cubic metre at Okhla Phase
2 in the morning hours.

The Commission for Air
Quality Management said it’s
an “exceptional episodic event”
which has led to continual dis-
persion of dust over the entire
Delhi-NCR. It said the PM10
rose from 141 microgram per
cubic metre at 4 am to 796
microgram per cubic metre at
7 am. Strong winds are likely to
continue on Wednesday.  The
situation is likely to improve in
one to two days with rain
expected on May 18.

Continued on Page 2

Not on taxpayers�
money, those who
want may hire it: Min

A view of dust-shrouded Delhi as the strong winds swept across city on Tuesday
morning Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

Mirwaiz Maulvi Farooq File photo

B�desh withdraws �extra
security� to envoys of
India, US, UK, Saudi 

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Tuesday announced that the
arrival of monsoon over Kerala
will be delayed by four days and
it is expected on June 4. 

The normal date for the
onset of monsoon over the
Kerala coast is June 1. The
onset of monsoon is just a
marker for the beginning of the
rainfall season. 

It has no bearing on the
amount of rainfall that happens
during the season. Monsoon
arrived on May 29 in 2022,
June 3 in 2021, June 1 in 2020,
June 8 in 2019 and May 29 in
2018. 

The onset of monsoon
Kerala will lead to the end of
the summer season, marked by

dry and scorching weather.
The IMD has predicted a

“normal monsoon” for India in
2023 while a private weather
forecaster Skymet Weather
Services said that India will wit-
ness a “below normal” mon-
soon season this year, due to
the El Niño effect. 

The El Niño effect is
expected to impact India this
year, and come after a three-
year-long La Niña effect. 

Continued on Page 2

Monsoon to defer
its tryst with Kerala
by 4 days to June 4

RAJESH KUMAR/RAKESH
KUMAR SINGH n NEW DELHI

Special Secretary (Vigilance)
of the Delhi Government

YVVJ Rajasekhar in a com-
munication sent to the Union
Home Ministry and the Delhi
Lieutenant Governor expressed
apprehension that sensitive
files related to the excise poli-
cy and the Chief Minister’s res-
idence renovation might be
destroyed or tampered with.

The IAS officer has also
directed all officers under his
command not to provide any
vigilance related files on the
verbal instructions from the
Minister (Vigilance) Saurabh
Bhardwaj. “The undersigned is
apprehensive that the records
will be destroyed or might
have been destroyed in due
course of time. The under-
signed instructed all the

Assistant Directors not to
indulge in such kind of insub-
ordination at the instance of the
Minister (Vigilance). Officers
cannot take verbal instruc-
tions from the Minister as we
are not in a disaster or emer-
gency situation,” Rajasekhar
said in his letter to the MHA,
the L-G and the Additional
Commissioner of Police (Anti-
Corruption Branch).

The letter has also been
marked to Assistant Director
Vigilance (Care Taking) to
inform the in-charge Inspector
of Delhi Police stationed at
Delhi Secretariat.

Terming him as Wankhede
of Delhi Vigilance Department,
the AAP Government in a
statement said he was one of
the prime accused in CNG kit
scam and CBI had recom-
mended disciplinary action
against him.

Continued on Page 2

My office ransacked,
CM house probe files
destroyed: Axed babu 
Don�t take verbal
orders from Min,
Rajasekhar tells
Assistant Directors  

PNS n NEW DELHI 

The changes brought in by
the BJP Government in

the recruitment system have
“ended the possibility of cor-
ruption and nepotism” and
made recruitment process eas-
ier and faster, asserted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday, while giving away
appointment letters to over
71,000 people at a “Rozgar
Mela”. 

The Prime Minister said in
the last nine years, his govern-
ment has prioritised the
recruitment process by making
it “faster, transparent and unbi-
ased.” “The possibility of cor-
ruption and nepotism in
recruitment for government
jobs has now ended,” Modi
said.

He pointed out that earli-
er the Staff Selection Board
took roughly 15-18 months to
onboard the new recruits
“whereas today it takes only 6-
8 months.” The PM underlined
that the tedious process of
recruitment which existed ear-

lier starting from acquiring
the application form to sub-
mitting it via post has now been
simplified by making it online
where a provision for self-
attestation of documents has
also been introduced.

“The journey which start-
ed with the spirit of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas’ is working
for a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed
India),” he said, adding that
today is also Sikkim’s statehood
day.

He also said that the num-
ber of universities has grown to
1,100 from around 720 in 2014
while there are now 700 med-
ical colleges against 400 earli-
er. 

Modi also added that inter-
views for Group C and Group
D have also been abolished.
The Prime Minister said that
the biggest benefit of this is the

extermination of nepotism
from the entire process.

He referred to his recent
meetings with CEOs of leading
global companies, including
Walmart, Apple, Foxconn and
Cisco, to assert that there is
“unprecedented positivity”
about industry and investment
in the country.

The Prime Minister cited
EPFO net payroll figures to say
that over 4.5 crore people have

got jobs since 2018-19 as for-
mal employment has been
growing.

FDI and the country’s
record export have been creat-
ing employment opportuni-
ties in every corner of India, he
said, noting that the nature of
jobs has also been changing
with his government constant-
ly supporting the emerging
sectors.

Continued on Page 2

Govt ended graft, nepotism
in job process in 9 yrs: Modi
�Recruitment
made easier
and faster�

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a distribution programme of appointment letters during Rojgar Mela, in New Delhi,
Tuesday PTI

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to inaugurate

the new Parliament building by
May end when the BJP
Government will be complet-
ing its nine years. Modi had

taken the oath of office nine
years ago on May 26, 2014. The
foundation stone of new
Parliament building, con-
structed as part of the Central
Vista Redevelopment Project,
was laid by Modi in December
2020. Details on P3

PM may open new Parl by May end 

Blanket of dust overcasts 
Delhi-NCR, relief tomorrow  

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n
NEW DELHI/BENGALURU

Hectic parleys within the top
Congress leaders from the

Central and State leadership
continued for the third con-
secutive day on Tuesday to
name the Chief Minister in
Karnataka where Assembly
elections were held on May 10
in which the Congress wrested
power from the BJP with a
thumping majority.

While the stamp of
approval has to be given by the
party’s first family members —
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi —  to be
conveyed to them by Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
sources told The Pioneer that
agreement is understood to
have been reached over K
Siddaramaiah as the next CM
of the Kannigadas with crucial
Finance portfolios in his kitty. 

The other strong contender
for the CM post, DK
Shivakumar, will be the Deputy
CM with what is considered to
be very important portfolios in
Karnataka — Water Resources
and PWD.  

The announcement to this
effect is likely to be made by
Kharge in Bengaluru on
Wednesday at a Press confer-
ence. 

Siddaramiah, who had
been a CM and outgoing
Leader of Opposition, had
reached Delhi on Monday
while Shivakumar under whose
leadership as Karnataka
Congress chief the party
bagged 135 legislators in the
224-member Assembly,
reached Delhi on Tuesday.

Shivakumar was supposed
to be in Delhi, along with
Siddaramiah, but he expressed
his resentment by differing his
visit citing ill health when he
sensed that the high command
had made up its mind to nom-
inate the Lingayat leader with
whom he does not go well but
during elections they present-
ed a united face and effort.

Besides the two Karnataka
contenders, Kharge’s residence
saw convergence of top party
leaders, including Sonia, Rahul
and general secretaries. 

Continued on Page 2

Sidda CM, DKS deputy
with plum PWD likely 

PNS n NEW DELHI

In the first step to overhaul
the organisational structure

in Karnataka after the May 13
poll setback, the BJP will soon
replace the  incumbent State
party unit president Nalin
Kumar Kateel.

Kateel, a three-time Lok
Sabha member from Dakshina
Kannada, was appointed State
unit chief in August 2019 for a
three year term. 

He was given an extension
last year in view of the impend-
ing elections.

In the May 10 elections, the
Congress ousted the BJP from
power by winning135 seats in

the 224-member Assembly,
while the BJP secured 66 seats
and JD(S) 19.

Pralhad Joshi, the Lok
Sabha member from Dharwad,
and Union Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs, Coal
and Mines, said the BJP legis-
lature party will decide on
who would be the leader of
Opposition in the Assembly
after a discussion in the pres-
ence of a representative from
the party’s central leadership.

Caretaker Chief Minister
Basavraj Bommai is the front-
runner for the post of leader of
Opposition in the new
Karnataka Assembly.  

Continued on Page 2

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge interacts with senior party leader Siddaramaiah during a meeting at his residence, in
New Delhi on Tuesday. (R) Kharge with Karnataka Congress president DK Shivakumar at his residence on Tuesday PTI

K�taka BJP rejig starts
with State chief pick 

Kharge to announce
today after approval
from Sonia, Rahul 
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