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COUNTER POINT

MMaaxx:: 39.1OC
MMiinn:: 26.5OC 
RRHH:: 24%
RRaaiinnffaallll:: Nil

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Clear 
sky. Max/Min temp.

39/27ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Shobhakrut: Uttarayana
Tithi: Vaishakha Bahula
Trayodasi till 10. 30 pm
Star: Revati till 7.39 am

Varjyam: 3.25 am to 5 am
(Thursday)

Durmuhurtam: 11.46 am to
12.38 pm

Rahukalam: 12 pm to 1.30 pm
HIJRI CALENDAR

Shawwal 26,1444 AH
PRAYERS

Fajar: 4.36 am
Zohar: 12.22 pm

Asar: 4.42 pm
Maghrib: 6.47 pm

Isha: 8.00 pm
SUNSET TODAY 6.41 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.43 AM
MOONRISE TODAY 3.52 AM
MOONSET TODAY 4.39 PM

164 def items
indigenised

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A total of 164
equipment and items identi-

fied under the import
restrictions as part of the

‘positive indigenisation list’
has been indigenised by

December 2022, the
defence ministry said on

Tuesday. It put the annual
import substitution values
of the items at `814 crore.
The defence ministry has

issued four lists so far com-
prising components and

subsystems which were to
to be procured from dom-

estic industry after a ban on
their import kicks in under a

staggered time-line span-
ning till December 2028.

Pak HC extends
Imran’s bail

IIssllaammaabbaadd::  A Pakistan high
court on Tuesday extended
bail of former prime minis-

ter Imran Khan in two cases
pertaining to inciting vio-

lence and sedition until
June 8. A single bench of
the Islamabad High Court

(IHC) heard the pleas in
cases pertaining to allega-

tions against top officers of
state institutions and the
manhandling of Pakistan

Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader Mohsin Ra-
njha by Khan’s supporters.

■■ Full rreport oon PPage 99

Economy: India,
SL to join hands

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India was Sri
Lanka’s main partner in

helping it deal with the eco-
nomic crisis last year and
the country will remain a

key ally as Colombo looks
at a growth path, island

nation’s envoy Milinda
Moragoda said on Tuesday.

On China’s attempts to
expand influence over

Colombo, Moragoda said
India-Sri Lanka relationship
is too important to be mea-

sured in the context of a
third country.
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The suspense over the
name of Karnataka’s CM
continued for the fourth
day amidst a series of
meetings in the national
capital. State unit chief
D.K. Shivakumar and for-
mer CM Siddaramaiah are
the frontrunners for the
post. Insiders claim that
after the observers — Su-
shil Kumar Shinde, Jiten-
dra Singh and Deepak
Babaria — submitted their
report, it was clear that
the majority of the MLAs
preferred Siddaramaiah
for the top post. As the
hectic parleys continued
throughout the day, Cong-
ress president Mallik-
arjun Kharge met party
leader Rahul Gandhi at
the former’s residence to
discuss the government’s
formation.

Sources say the formula
being worked on is that
Siddaramaiah becomes
the chief minister and
Shivakumar the deputy
CM and there will be only
one deputy chief minister.
Mr Shivakumar will also
retain the post of state
unit chief. The proposal of
a rotational chief minister
has been rejected after see-
ing its effects in Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh.

■■ Page 77: KKharge tto mmeet
stakeholders aagain

Suspense goes on
over Karnataka CM
DKS delays trip to Delh; MLAs root for SiddaSHASHI BBHUSHAN || DDC

NEW DELHI, MAY 16

After giving away job let-
ters to about 71,000 new
appointees at the National
Rozgar Mela, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said that changes
brought by his govern-
ment in the recruitment
system have ended the
possibility of corruption
and nepotism. Virtually
addressing the new rec-
ruits in various govern-
ment departments and
organisations, Modi said
that from applying for gov-
ernment jobs to the
announcement of results,
the entire process has
been made online.

In his address, the Prime
Minister emphasised that
in the last 9 years, the gov-
ernment has prioritised
the recruitment process
by making it faster, trans-
parent and unbiased.

Recalling the difficulties
faced in the recruitment
process, the Prime Minis-
ter pointed out that the
staff selection board took
roughly 15–18 months to
onboard the new recruits,
whereas today it takes
only six–eight months.

Modi underlined that the

tedious process of recruit-
ment, which existed earli-
er, starting from acquiring
the application form to
submitting it via post, has
now been simplified by
making it online.

■■ Page 77:  NNo iinterview ffor
Group eexams

PM: Changes in recruitment
system ended graft, nepotism
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BRS president and Chief
Minister K. Chandras-
hekar Rao, who called a
meeting on Wednesday at
Telangana Bhavan, is
expected to give clarity on
announcement of the
party candidates for the
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions and on having an
alliance with the Left par-
ties.

In the meeting, which
will be attended by the
party’s MLAs, MLCs,
MPs, party state executive
committee members, and
chairpersons of state cor-
porations, Rao is expected
to inform the party lead-
ers and cadre that the
Congress party is its main
political opponent and
that the BJP does not have
the strength to mount a
serious challenge to the
party in the Assembly
polls. 

■■ Page 33: KKCR tto ddiscuss
K’taka ppoll rresults

CM to talk seats,
alliances today
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Tuesday predicted a
slightly delayed mon-
soon, with rains set to
lash the Telugu states by
June 8-10 after reaching
Kerala on June 4, delay-
ing relief from heat-
waves currently throt-
tling Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh.

The maximum temper-
ature in Telangana on
Tuesday was 45.2°C, rec-
orded at Suryapet, 
followed by Nalgonda
(45.1°C) and Karimnagar
(44.9°C), according to 
the TS Development 
& Planning Society
report.

Hyderabad, mean-
while, recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of
41.2°C, at Khairatabad,
followed by 40.8°C at
Serlingampally and 40°C
at Himayatnagar.

■■ Page 55: TTelangana tto
face iintense hheat sspell

HEATWAVES TO

DELAY MONSOON

IN TELUGU STATES

FAST AND TRANSPARENT

NARENDER 
PULLOOR || DDC
HYDERABAD, MAY 16

Union minister G. Kishan
Reddy stated that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is committed to providing
10 lakh jobs in the next 10
months, and that the BJP
government at the Centre
has already filled 3.6 lakh
jobs, whereas the BRS gov-
ernment has failed to ful-
fill its promise of creating
jobs for the youth in the
state. The PM along with
Kishan Reddy virtually
inaugurated the Rozgar
Mela on Tuesday.

■■ Full rreport oon PPage 33

PM COMMITTED IN

PROVIDING 10L

JOBS: KISHAN
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It is open season in
Karnataka as the
Congress takes its time to
choose a chief minister.
Various pressure groups
have now begun demand-
ing that their nominee be
made chief minister —
these include the Lingayat
seers, the Dalits and
Muslim groups.

Senior Veerashaiva-

Lingayat, Muslim and
Dalit MLAs, besides sm-
aller communities, which
have 24 MLAs, are among
those demanding the dep-
uty chief minister posts.
While individual legisla-
tors are staking claim for
the second highest post in
the government, their res-
pective religious and so-
cial organisations too are
lobbying hard for them.

■■ Full rreport oon PPage 77

Groups press for
CM post, berths

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge interacts with
senior party leader Siddaramaiah during a meeting at
his residence, in New Delhi, on Tuesday. — PTI
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Barely had the trends con-
solidated beyond being
reconfigured, leaving no
scope for further change
or surprise in Karnataka
on Saturday, that crackers
began to burst, laddu pack-
ets by the dozen were dis-
tributed and dry colours
were smeared, to custom-
ary celebratory ceremoni-
al music and dance, at the
Gandhi Bhavan, the head-
quarters of the Telangana
Congress.

Hundreds of leaders and
activists began to throng
the place by early noon
and by the time the senior
leaders, including TPCC
president A. Revanth Re-
ddy and AICC state inch-
arge Manikrao Thakre,
arrived, the place was a
vision in joyous frenzy,
exuberance, energy and
hope.

Not since February 18,
2014, when the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation
Bill was passed in Lok
Sabha, or a few days later,
in the Upper House did the
Telangana Congress have
any cause for hope or cele-
bration. 

Within 48 hours, the tail-
winds from Karnataka are
indeed surging the Cong-
ress flight ahead with
gusto.

As a sign, there is
already a general feeling
among most that two key
leaders, Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy and

Jupally Krishna Rao, who
are both currently politi-
cally homeless might 
more likely swerve towa-
rds the Congress rather
than the BJP. If it hap-
pens, the Congress would
have a huge advantage in
the erstwhile Khammam
district and an edge in the
Mahbubnagar district.

Far from the days when
the talk of dissidence in
the TPCC abounded in the
public gaze, there is talk,
speculation and media
analysis on intra-party
rifts in the Telangana state
BJP, with talk of senior
leaders like Etala
Rajendar or Komatireddy
Rajgopal Reddy being
unhappy enough to recon-
sider their continuation. 

■■ Page 33: LLeft pparties aalso
issue wwarning tto BBRS

Karnataka’s tailwinds thrust
TS Cong. forward with gusto 
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Besides the moral boost
the Karnataka verdict has
provided to the Congress
in Telangana state, it also
gave specific leads, one
among them being the con-
solidation of the minority
vote towards a party that
minorities firmly believe
was an uncompromising
force against the
Bharatiya Janata Party. 

As all the pre and post-
poll surveys indicated,
propagating and cashing
in on anti-incumbency is
another crucial factor that
contributed to unseating
the Bommai-led BJP gov-
ernment by the Congress.

In the recently-held polls

in the neighbouring state,
not only did the two Mu-
slim-centric parties — All
India Majlis Ittehadul Mu-
slimeen and Social De-
mocratic Party of India —
got a drubbing but also the
Janata Dal (S), whose seat
share was reduced by half
as Muslim voters decided
to junk it for the Congress,
despite its low-decibel ‘Jai
Hanuman’ chants. 

■■ Page 33: MMIM mmay ssettle 
at 77 sseats: BBhatti

TPCC gets leads 
on minority vote

KARNATAKA IMPACT
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A day after holding a
meeting with party lead-
ers at Telangana Bhavan
on Wednesday to discuss
a broad range of issues,
including party candida-
tes for the upcoming Ass-
embly elections, Chief Mi-
nister K. Chandrashekar
Rao has convened a Cabi-
net meeting on May 18 to
discuss welfare schemes.

■■ Full rreport oon PPage 33

CABINET MEETING 

TO DISCUSS 

WELFARE SCHEMES

BJP TO BEAR MAXIMUM BRUNT, BRS NERVOUS
● AS AA sign, there is already
a general feeling among
most that two key leaders,
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy
and Jupally Krishna Rao,
who are both currently polit-
ically homeless might more
likely swerve
towards the
Congress rather
than the BJP.

● THE CCONGRESS is also hope-
ful of a surge in public support.
Though a pollster working for
the party acknowledged that
they had not yet done any sur-
vey post the Karnataka poll,
they are sensing a better public

mood in favour of the
Congress in Telangana,

going by online senti-
ment analysis.

IN TTHE last 9 years, the
government has

prioritised the recruitment
process by making it faster,
transparent and unbiased

NARENDRA MODI,  PM

● Modi underlined that the tedious process of
recruitment, which existed earlier, starting
from acquiring the application form to
submitting it via post, has now been
simplified by making it online.

● SURVEYS PPROPAGAT-
ING in on anti-incum-
bency is another factor
that contributed to
unseating the Bommai-
led govt.

IN BRIEF
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It is not unprecedented for
kings to cook. In Mahab-
harata, during the final
year of hiding and staying
incognito, the second Pand-
ava, Bhima, became Balla-
va (or Vallabha) and took
the role of a master chef in
the Matsya kingdom.

Food lovers in Hyderabad
are currently being enth-
ralled with lip-smacking
and finger-licking royal
fare by erstwhile royal, Ku-
nwar Hemendra Singh, of

Bhainsrorgarh in the
Mewar region of Rajast-
han, with secret and near-
ly-lost recipes researched
and extracted from the
royal family households.

The Riyasat-E-Zaika festi-
val underway at the Aish
restaurant in Park Hotel
has already won hearts,
with several food lovers
making repeat bookings, to
taste the food being served
by the guest chef, with sev-
eral dishes being brought
to the city for the first time.

A former sportsman sho-
oter and promoter of a

famed tiger-trail Fort hotel
resort on the banks of Cha-
mbal River, Hemendra Sin-
gh is as accidental a chef as
anyone could be. It was a
chance hobby that became
his profession. “Between a
medal-winning shooter in
my youth and being a hos-
pitality promoter, I discov-
ered my core passion of
conservation of heritage
and culture, which shaped
me as a chef. As much as I
inherited a lovely fort on
the banks of Chambal, wh-
ich I turned into a resort to
preserve it, I felt it impor-

tant to conserve and conti-
nue the cooking traditions
of our households. The re-
cipes are carefully curated
for an authentic, royal gue-
st’s gastronomical experi-
ence,” he says, overseeing
the serving of the starters.

“It cannot be good, it has
to be perfect,” he says, re-
vealing how it was a cen-
turies-long tradition for
royal families not to serve
any dish that was less than
perfect to guests.

■■ Page 22:  AA mmenu wwith 1100
per ccent ggluten ddish

Erstwhile royal Hemendra’s recipes enthral Hyderabad 
Royal delicacies blow away Hyderabad's food lovers in flavourful storm of lip-smacking dishesKING’S || FARE

Above: Kunwar Hemendra
Singh. Right: A picture of
one of his delicacies.

● FAR FFROM the days
when talks of dissidence
abounded, there is talk
of intra-party rifts.


