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NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A rally by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, 51
public meetings by senior

leaders and connecting with
one lakh families of well-
known personalities are

expected to be part of the
BJP’s massive month-long
outreach exercise to mark

the ninth anniversary of its
government at the Centre.

The campaign is likely to
start from May 30, the day
Mr Modi took the oath for

his second term as PM 
in 2019, and will continue

till June 30. Mr Modi is 
likely to address a rally on

either May 30 or May 31,
sources said. — PTI

Manchester City's Norwegian
striker Erling Haaland during a 
training session in Manchester
on Tuesday, on the eve of
their UEFA Champions League
semi-final second leg match
against Real Madrid. — AFP

Shobhakrut: Dakshinayana
Tithi: Pushya Shuddha

Shashti till 8.49 pm
Star: Shatabhisham till 12.49 pm
Varjyam: From 6.57 to 8.29 pm

Durmuhurtam: 11.56 am to
12.39 pm

Rahukalam: Noon to 1.30 pm
SUNSET TODAY 7.05 PM

SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.29 AM
MOONRISE TOMORROW 3.50 AM

MOONSET TODAY 4.54 PM

BJP plans massive
outreach to mark

9 yrs of Modi govt

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A total of 164
equipment and items identi-

fied under the import
restrictions as part of the

“positive indigenisation list”
has been indigenised by

December 2022, the
defence ministry said on

Tuesday. It put the annual
import substitution values

of the items at `814 crores.
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  44

164 defence items
indigenised: MoD

IIssllaammaabbaadd:: A Pakistan high
court on Tuesday extended

bail of former Prime
Minister Imran Khan in two
cases pertaining to inciting
violence and sedition until
June 8. The extension was
given after the court also

granted the former PM ex-
emption from court appear-

ance for the day. — PTI
FFuullll  rreeppoorrtt  oonn  PPaaggee  66

HC extends Imran bail
in 2 cases until June 8
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Russia launches ‘exceptional’
air attack on Kyiv as Europe,
China look to exert influence 

WORLD| 6
India, China hold talks along
Ladakh LAC, discuss ongoing
stand-off, patrolling patterns
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‘Main janam janam thak saath
nibhaunga’: Vicky Kaushal opens
up about wedding with Katrina

Dust storm in Delhi-NCR: Air quality, visibility dips

THE ASIAN AGE
NEW DELHI  WEDNESDAY 17  MAY  2023

An aerial view of dusty weather as the air quality deteriorates in Gurgaon on Tuesday.
Strong winds swept across Delhi-NCR, raising dust and affecting air quality as well as
reducing visibility to 1,000 metres, the India Meteorological Department said.
■■ Report oon PPage 22 — PTI

Actor and honorary Palme d’or laureate Michael Douglas
arrives with his wife Catherine Zeta-Jones and daughter
Carys for the opening ceremony and the screening of the
film Jeanne du Barry during the 76th edition of the Cannes
Film Festival on Tuesday. ■■ Report oon PPage 113 — AFP
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India on Tuesday
announced the visit of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to
Japan, Papua New
Guinea and Australia
from May 19–24. During
the six-day, three-nation
tour, the PM will partici-
pate in the G-7 summit
in Hiroshima, Japan, as
a guest and the Quad
summit in Sydney,
Australia.

In a statement, the
ministry of external
affairs said that the PM
will be visiting Japan
from May 19–21 at the
invitation of the
Japanese PM for the G-7
summit. The Prime
Minister will speak at
the G-7 sessions.

On the second leg of
the visit, the PM will
travel to Port Moresby,
Papua New Guinea,
where he will host the
3rd summit of the
Forum for India-Pacific
Islands Cooperation
jointly with the PM of
Papua New Guinea.

On the final leg of his
visit, Mr Modi will be in
Australia from May
22–24 to participate in
the Quad Leaders’
Summit. On May 24, Mr
Modi will have a bilater-
al meeting with PM
Anthony Albanese.

■ More oon PPage 33

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  1166:: The
final touches are being
given to thenew Parlia-
ment building and it is
likely to be ready by the
end of this month, sour-
ces said on Tuesday.

The cleaning of civil
structures has begun
but there is no word
from the government yet
on the inauguration of
the new building,
sources said.

Construction of the
new Parliament build-
ing began two years ago.

The new building is
part of the redevelop-
ment of the Central
Vista, the nation’s power
corridor. Revamping the
three-km road from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to
India Gate, constructing
a common Central Secre-
tariat, a new office and
residence of the Prime
Minister, and a new vice-
presidential enclave are
also part of the project
being executed.

“The new Parliament
building will be ready
before the end of this
month. However, there
is no official date yet for
its inauguration,”
sources said.

There is speculation
that the new Parliament
building is likely to be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
around May 30 when the
BJP government will be
completing its nine
years. — PTI

DDhhaakkaa,,  MMaayy  1166:: Bangla-
desh has withdrawn the
“extra security escort”
provided to top diplomats
of India and three other
countries, with foreign
minister AK. Abdul
Momen saying Dhaka will
not provide this service
with taxpayers’ money.

Policemen equipped
with riot gear used to
escort in their vans the
envoys of India, the
United States, the United
Kingdom, and Saudi
Arabia during their
movements in the city
and an intensified securi-

ty vigil for them was
enforced following the
July 1, 2016, Islamist mili-
tant attack in a posh
Dhaka restaurant.

The attack killed 20 peo-
ple — 17 foreigners
including an Indian girl.
Most of the other foreign-
ers killed in the attack
were however Japanese

and Italians.
“The additional security

protocol we were provid-
ing to ambassadors and
high commissioners of
some particular countries
has been withdrawn. But
the normal security mea-
sures for them are in
place,” a diplomatic secu-
rity division official of
Dhaka metropolitan
police said on Tuesday.

The official, who pre-
ferred anonymity, said
the police gunmen will
continue to accompany
the envoys during their
movements. — PTI

Dhaka withdraws ‘extra security’
for India, US, UK, Saudi envoys
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The lieutenant-governor’s
secretariat has returned
the files related to service
matters to the Delhi gov-
ernment in compliance
with the Supreme Court
Constitution Bench’s
order last week on trans-
fers and postings of
bureaucrats in the city.

Last Thursday, the apex
court had ruled that the
elected government in
Delhi has legislative and
executive powers over
services department mat-
ters, barring those related
to land, the police and

public order that still fall
under the jurisdiction of
the L-G.

“The L-G’s secretariat,
in compliance with the
Supreme Court Constitut-
ion Bench judgment dated
May 11, has returned files
pertaining to services ma-
tters, back to the govern-
ment for necessary act-
ion,” said an official from
Raj Niwas on Tuesday.
The official further added

that these files have been
returned with the obser-
vation that the depart-
ments may be advised to
take appropriate action in
light of the judgment of
the Constitution Bench.

The files include propos-
als for extension of con-
tractual tenures of staff in
various Delhi govern-
ment hospitals and accep-
tance of the resignation of
a Group A staff member of
the Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Hospital. These files have
been returned so that the
departments can take
appropriate action in
light of the Supreme
Court judgment. 

◗ ◗ AANN IINNTTEENNSSIIFFIIEEDD
security vigil for the
envoys was enforced 
following the July 2016
Islamist militant attack in
a posh Dhaka restaurant

◗ ◗ TTHHEE SSCC has ruled 
that the elected govt in
Delhi has legislative and
executive powers over
services dept matters

L-G’s office returns files on
service matters to AAP govt 

New Parliament
building almost
ready, may open
by end of month

Modi to leave
on May 19 for
Hiroshima G-7,
Oz Quad meet AGE CCORRESPONDENT

with aagency iinputs
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

The India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department on Tuesday
said the monsoon may
be delayed by a few days
in Kerala this year. The
four-month monsoon,
which usually begins in
Kerala on June 1, brings
about 75 per cent of
India’s annual rainfall.
This year it is likely to
start on June 4.

“This year, the south-
west monsoon’s onset
over Kerala is likely to

be slightly delayed. It is
expected to be on June 4,
with a model error of
four days,” the IMD
said.

The monsoon’s arrival
will spell the end of sum-
mer, with dry and
scorching weather.
Earlier, the monsoon hit
Kerala on May 29 in
2022, June 3 in 2021 and
June 1 in 2020.

The meteorological
department is yet to
announce when the
onset of the monsoon
will begin in other parts
of the country.

■ More oon PPage 44

Monsoon in Kerala a
few days late: June 4

SHASHI BBHUSHAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

After giving away job let-
ters to about 71,000 new
appointees at the
National Rozgar Mela,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said
that changes brought by
his government in the
recruitment system have
ended the possibility of
corruption and nepotism.
Virtually addressing the
new recruits in various
government departments
and organisations, Mr
Modi said that from
applying for government
jobs to the announcement
of results, the entire
process has been made
online.

In his address, the
Prime Minister empha-
sised that in the last 9
years, the government
has prioritised the
recruitment process by
making it faster, trans-
parent and unbiased.
Recalling the difficulties
faced in the recruitment
process, the Prime
Minister pointed out that
the staff selection board
took roughly 15–18
months to onboard the

new recruits, whereas
today it takes only
six–eight months.

Mr Modi underlined
that the tedious process
of recruitment, which
existed earlier, starting
from acquiring the appli-
cation form to submitting
it via post, has now been
simplified by making it
online, where a provision
for self-attestation of doc-
uments has also been
introduced.

“Interviews for Group C
and Group D have also
been abolished. The
biggest benefit of this is
the elimination of nepo-
tism from the entire
process,” Mr Modi said.

Highlighting the 
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Changes in hiring
have ended graft,
nepotism, says PM  
71K get govt appointment letters

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the National
Rojgar Mela, in New Delhi
on Tuesday. — PTI

AGE CCORRESPONDENT
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The CBI on Tuesday con-
ducted fresh searches at
the premises of RJD's
Rajya Sabha member
Prem Chand Gupta and
an MLA Kiran Devi at
nine locations in multi-
ple states in connection
with its ongoing probe
into the land for jobs
scam.

The probe agency car-
ried out searches at
properties linked to Mr
Gupta in Gurugram and
Rewari in Haryana,
Noida in UP and Delhi.

The CBI searched the
properties of Ms Devi
and her husband in
Bihar’s Arrah and Patna.

According to official
sources, the probe
agency, during searches
at the MLA’s official res-
idence at Harding Road
in Patna, collected some
documents and also sea-
rched properties linked
to her in her constituen-
cy, Sandesh in Arrah.

In May last year, the
CBI had booked former
railway minister Lalu
Prasad Yadav and his
family members in the
land for jobs scam and
had named 16 people as
accused.

■ More oon PPage 44

CBI raids RJD
netas in Delhi,
Bihar, Haryana
over rail scam 

ASHHAR KKHAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

The suspense over the
name of Karnataka’s CM
continued for the fourth
day amidst a series of
meetings in the national
capital. State unit chief
D.K. Shivakumar and for-
mer CM Siddaramaiah
are the frontrunners for
the post. Insiders claim
that after the observers —
Sushilkumar Shinde,
Jitendra Singh and
Deepak Babaria — sub-
mitted their report, it was
clear that the majority of
the MLAs preferred
Siddaramaiah for the top
post. As the hectic parleys
continued throughout the
day, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge met
party leader Rahul
Gandhi at the former’s
residence to discuss the
government’s formation.

Sources say the formula
being worked on is that
Mr Siddaramaiah be-
comes the chief minister
and Mr Shivakumar the
deputy CM and there will
be only one deputy chief
minister. Mr Shivakumar
will also retain the post of
state unit chief. The pro-
posal of a rotational chief
minister has been reject-
ed after seeing its effects
in Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh.

The Congress president
has met all the stakehold-
ers in Karnataka. He has
also sought suggestions
from senior party func-
tionaries. Now he is
expected to consult former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and Mr Gandhi
before a final decision is
made. The decision will
most likely be announced
in Bengaluru itself.
Another round of meet-
ings with stakeholders is
expected soon. The party
is keen to have the swear-
ing-in done by Thursday.

The day began with Mr
Shivakumar landing in
Delhi while Mr Siddaram-
aiah was already camping
here. Before leaving for
Delhi, Mr Shivakumar

said that the party is his
mother and there was no
question of his resigning
from the organisation. In
Delhi, he met his brother
and Congress Lok Sabha
MP D.K. Suresh. He also
met the Congress presi-
dent in the evening at
about 4.30 pm for about 40
minutes on the issue of
government formation.

After Mr Shivakumar
left the residence of the
party chief, Mr Sidda-
ramaiah arrived to meet
Mr Kharge at 6.30 pm. Mr
Kharge has had several
rounds of meetings with
general secretary of
Karnataka Randeep Singh
Surjewala and general
secretary organisation
K.C. Venugopal.

Both the CM hopefuls

will be staying put in
Delhi tomorrow as well.
After meeting Mr Kharge,
Mr Siddaramaiah also
met Mr Venugopal and
Mr Surjewala.

In the last four days,
both the Shivakumar and
Siddaramaiah camps have
been flexing their mus-
cles, demanding that their
candidate should get the
top post. The supporters of
Mr Shivakumar say that
he is a go-getter and under
his presidency of the state
unit, the party bagged 136
seats in the just concluded
Assembly elections. They
also claim that Mr
Shivakumar is looking at
the Lok Sabha elections,
where the party wants to
do well in the state.

Mr Siddaramaiah is an
old warhorse and an expe-
rienced hand. He is liked
by Mr Gandhi and Mr
Venugopal. Mr Shiva-
kumar shares a good equa-
tion with Mrs Gandhi. Mr
Kharge and Mr Surjewala
are neutral in the present
scheme of things.

Sidda has clear edge over DKS:
Kharge working on power deal

■ Will consult Sonia, Rahul ■ CM choice likely today; oath tomorrow

Congress leader Siddaramaiah (above) arrives at party
president Mallikarjun Kharge’s residence for a meeting
in New Delhi on Tuesday. KPCC chief D.K. Shivakumar
(below) leaves after a meeting with Mr Kharge. 

— PRITAM BANDYOPADHYAY
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It is open season in
Karnataka as the
Congress takes its time to
choose a chief minister.
Various pressure groups
have now begun demand-
ing that their nominee be
made chief minister —
these include the Linga-
yat seers, the Dalits and
Muslim groups. Senior
Veerashaiva-Lingayat,
Muslim and Dalit MLAs,
besides smaller communi-
ties, which have 24 MLAs,
are among those demand-
ing the deputy chief min-
ister posts. While individ-
ual legislators are staking
claim for the second high-
est post in the govern-
ment, their respective
religious and social
organisations too are lob-
bying hard for them.

The Muslim community
is also demanding a
deputy CM’s post. It
accounts for about 12 per
cent vote share and the
community’s voters have
a decisive say in about 90
seats. KPCC working
president Saleem Ahmed
and former ministers
Zameer Khan and U.T.
Khader are the main con-
tenders. Besides the pon-
tiffs of several Lingayat
mutts, the Akhila
Bharatha Veerashaiva-
Lingayat Mahasabha has
written to AICC president
Mallikarjun Kharge to
“reward” the community
with a “top post”.

The Congress has 34
Veerashaiva-Lingayat
MLAs (excluding four
Reddy Lingayats) and
since the battle for the
CM’s post is between a
Vokkaliga (D.K.
Shivakumar) and Kuruba 
■ Turn tto PPage 44

Lingayat, Dalit,
Muslim groups
raise pressure
for CM, Cabinet

◗ ◗ AASS TTHHEE hectic parleys
continued, Cong chief
Mallikarjun Kharge met
party leader Rahul
Gandhi at the former’s
residence to discuss the
government’s formation
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