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A 22-year-old Iowa City man has
been arrested for allegedly shooting an
adult man Saturday at the Tower Place
parking ramp.

Alexander O. Voudhivong took a
fi�rearm from another person and used
it to allegedly shoot the victim on May
13 without justifi�cation, according to a
criminal complaint. Voudhivong then
fl�ed the scene of the crime near the in-
tersection of Iowa Avenue and Gilbert
Street and changed clothes nearby to
allegedly disguise his identity.

Errant casings struck windows on a
nearby building as well, causing an es-
timated $500 in damage, according to
the criminal complaint.

Voudhivong was arrested Monday
afternoon and is charged with:

h Willful injury causing serious in-
jury

h Reckless use of a fi�rearm
h Intimidation with a dangerous

weapon
h Going armed with intent
h Fourth-degree criminal mischief
h Assault while participating in a

felony

Iowa City
22-year-old
charged in
Tower Place
shooting
Victim suff�ers multiple
gunshot wounds
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Iowa City Police officers investigate
the scene of a shooting early Sunday
at the corner of Gilbert Street and
Iowa Avenue in Iowa City. The
University of Iowa issued a
HawkAlert just before midnight
related to the incident. JOSEPH
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See SHOOTING, Page 6A

A dedicated eff�ort to environmental
care has paid off�, though plenty of work
remains in the coming decade.

The Johnson County Board of Super-
visors recently revealed the county de-
creased its greenhouse gas emissions
by 28 percent over a 10-year span from
2010 to 2020.

The county’s fi�rst-ever countywide
greenhouse gas inventory was released
last week citing several encouraging
factors. The study examined the coun-
ty’s overall emissions from six diff�erent
sectors, which included commercial

and industrial energy, residential ener-
gy, transportation, agriculture, steam
and electric generation and solid waste.

The inventories were conducted by

Johnson County’s Planning, Develop-
ment and Sustainability Department in
conjunction with the University of
Northern Iowa Center for Energy and
Environmental Education both part-
nered with ICLEI—Local Governments
for Sustainability.

The county previously had only con-
ducted inventories for its own 

County: Greenhouse gas emissions down

See EMISSIONS, Page 3A

Goal to decrease by 56
percent in seven years

Brandon Hurley
Iowa City Press-Citizen
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The Johnson County study revealed
emissions in almost every sector
decreased by 25 percent across the
10-year span. 

ATLANTIC – Iowa will impose
stronger sentences for manufacturing,
delivering or possessing fentanyl under
a law signed Tuesday by Gov. Kim Rey-
nolds.

The law also increases criminal pen-
alties for drug off�enses involving a mi-
nor or leading to injury or death. 

“This poison — and that’s what it is,
poison — is fueling addiction, death and
chaos,” Reynolds said. 

Reynolds and Attorney General Bren-
na Bird, both Republicans, advocated
for stronger fentanyl sentences in Janu-
ary, when the legislative session began.
Lawmakers combined their proposals
into House File 595, which passed both

chambers with bipartisan support.
“Drug dealers who kill and poison

with overdoses will be punished when
this law is signed today,” Bird said.

Is Iowa seeing an increase in
overdose deaths, including
fentanyl?

A May 2023 report from the Centers
for Disease Control found that nearly
70,000 people nationwide died of a
drug overdose death involving fentanyl
in 2021. That’s more than triple the
number of people who overdosed on
fentanyl in 2016.

Iowa saw 498 drug overdose deaths
between November 2021 and November
2022, according to the most recent
state-specifi�c data available from the
CDC. Of those, 223 involved a synthetic
opioid.

Drug overdoses have increased over
the past several years in Iowa. Overdos-
es jumped nearly 20% in 2020, as fenta-
nyl became more prevalent and the 

Getting tougher
on fentanyl in Iowa

Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds signs a bill that increases penalties for crimes related to fentanyl, on Tuesday at Atlantic City
Hall, in Atlantic. KELSEY KREMER/THE REGISTER 

Governor signs bill to
help curb epidemic
of drug overdoses 
Katie Akin, Stephen Gruber-Miller 
and Galen Bacharier
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Among the penalties
h A crime involving more than 50
grams of a fentanyl-related
substance would be punishable by
up to a 50-year prison sentence
and a fi�ne of up to $1 million.

h Between 5 and 50 grams of a
fentanyl-related substance would
be punishable by up to a 25-year
prison sentence and a fi�ne of
between $5,000 and $100,000.

h Fewer than 5 grams of a
fentanyl-related substance would
be punishable by up to a 10-year
prison sentence and a fi�ne of
between $1,000 and $50,000.

Fentanyl pills MGN

See FENTANYL, Page 2A


