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Now that major publications
like the New York Times, Conde
Nast Traveler and Forbes have
put Macon on the map as a
tourist destination, Visit Macon
wants to help local businesses

catch the wave of new visitors
and those traveling through on
the highway.
Window shopping takes on a

whole new meaning in this dig-
ital age, and if your online store-
front is lacking information,
you’re likely losing business,
said Kim Palmer, a digital mar-
keting specialist.

Six months ago, Visit Macon
contracted with Palmer and
other travel marketing experts
at Miles Partnership to survey
the online profiles of all of the
city’s local businesses on
Google, Trip Advisor and Bing.
The company is now offering

Visit Macon working
with businesses
to boost visibility
BY LIZ FABIAN
Center for Collaborative Journalism

LIZ FABIAN CCJ

Visit Macon recently commissioned an audit of the online visibility of
local businesses in an effort to enhance their online presence and
lure more customers.SEE BUSINESSES, 2A

an intense Russian air attack on
Kyiv early Tuesday, shooting
down all 18 missiles aimed at
the capital, officials said.
The bombardment included

six Russian “Kinzhal” aero-
ballistic hypersonic missiles –
the most fired in a single attack

KYIV, UKRAINE
Ukrainian air defenses, bol-

stered by sophisticated West-
ern-supplied systems, thwarted

in the war so far – according to
air force spokesman Yurii Ihnat.
Russian President Vladimir

Putin has repeatedly touted the
“Kinzhals” as a key strategic
competitive advantage of Rus-
sia, difficult to detect and in-
tercept because of their hy-

personic speed and other char-
acteristics. If confirmed,
Ukraine’s ability to shoot down
all six fired on Tuesday ap-
peared to mark another blow to
his war efforts and shows the
increasing effectiveness of
Kyiv’s air defenses.
Ihnat said Russia fired the

“Kinzhals” fromMiG-31K war-
planes, along with nine cruise
missiles from ships in the Black
Sea and three S-400 cruise mis-
siles launched from the ground.
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In Kyiv on Tuesday, a woman jogs in a park past burn marks and missile remnants after a Russian missile barrage. Ukraine said it shot down
18 missiles, including 6 hypersonic Kinzhal missiles. Russia claimed it had destroyed a Patriot missile battery.

Russia launches ‘exceptional’
missile attack on Kyiv
BY SAMYA KULLAB
Associated Press

SEE UKRAINE, 2A

WASHINGTON
Millions of seniors across the

country “would see their Social
Security benefits halted” if the
government defaults, California
Sen. Alex Padilla warned at a
press conference last week.
He’s probably right.
But no one needs to start

planning for disaster yet. Presi-
dent Joe Biden and congres-
sional leaders are trying to find
a way to raise or suspend the
debt limit. Even if they don’t,
there are some politically risky
ways that payments to the na-
tion’s 66 million beneficiaries
could continue.
Different versions of Padilla’s

warning have been circulating
around Washington in recent
days. Treasury Secretary Janet

Yellen has said the debt limit
could be reached sometime
around June 1.
If that happens, the govern-

ment would default and be
unable to borrow or pay its bills.
“If there is a default, which

means Treasury has no borrow-
ing authority and not enough
cash on hand, there’s a good
chance Social Security benefits
will be disrupted,” said Dan
Adcock, government relations

and policy director at the non-
partisan National Committee to
Preserve Social Security and
Medicare.

COULD BENEFITS COME
ANYWAY?
William Hoagland, senior

vice president of the Bipartisan
Policy Center, generally agreed
but cited some longshot scena-
rios under which benefits could
continue – efforts that would be
difficult to implement and
probably politically toxic.
Social Security payments are

made monthly and distributed
according to one’s birthday. Next

Debt ceiling impasse could
tie up Social Security checks
BY DAVID LIGHTMAN
dlightman@mcclatchydc.com

SEE DEBT CEILING, 3A

ATLANTA
The cost of attending Geor-

gia’s public universities and
colleges will remain mostly flat
in the 2023-2024 academic
year, despite concerns that de-
clining enrollment and a legisla-
tive funding cut are stressing
school budgets.
Regents voted Tuesday to

increase tuition or fees at only
four of the system’s 26 schools
— Middle Georgia State Uni-
versity, Georgia College and
State University, the University
of West Georgia and Abraham
Baldwin Agricultural College.
Regent Neal Pruitt Jr. of At-

lanta said the system is “trying
to balance affordability with
quality of instruction” and is
relying on lawmakers to restore
$66 million that was cut from
the teaching budget as a part of
a hospital licensing dispute.
The average Georgia school

this year is charging in-state
undergraduates $6,266 in tui-
tion and mandatory fees, which
will rise to $6,290 next year.
Costs will range from $3,306 at
Swainsboro-based East Georgia
State College to $11,764 at
Georgia Tech.
Regents also made changes to

how they allocate $3.2 billion in
state funds among the schools,
but those changes weren’t im-
mediately clear. Officials not
immediately provide a copy of
the funding breakdown on
which regents voted.
The University System of

Georgia has a total yearly bud-
get of $9 billion, including state
money, tuition and fees and
other revenue.
Pruitt called the overall tui-

tion and budget package a “tem-
porary fix for the year,” saying
schools should have the flexibil-
ity to work with the system
office to make the numbers
work.
Last year, student costs fell

7.6% systemwide, as regents
eliminated a fee charged on top
of tuition.
Regents have generally held

tuition flat for four straight
years, including six years out of
the past eight. Georgia’s typical
tuition and fees are lower than
all but three states in the 16-

Tuition, fees
at Georgia
colleges to
hold steady

BY JEFF AMY
Associated Press

SEE FEES, 3A


