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Gov. Ron DeSantis signed legislation
Monday banning state funding for di-
versity, equity and inclusion programs
at Florida’s public universities, staging
the event at New College of Florida,
which the governor has transformed
into a conservative higher education ex-
periment.

A New College board revamped by
DeSantis abolished the school’s DEI of-
fi�ce, and the college’s interim president
recently fi�red the diversity dean, a pre-
cursor to what other Florida universities
could experience under SB 266, which
was a centerpiece of DeSantis’ 

Governor defunds DEI
programs in universities

Gov. Ron DeSantis laughs after throwing one of his pens into, as he coined it, the peanut gallery, that he used to sign one
of three bills into legislation on Monday, at New College of Florida. The governor has transformed it into a conservative
higher education experiment. One of the main bills bans state funding for diversity, equity and inclusion programs at
Florida’s public universities. PHOTOS BY THOMAS BENDER/HERALD-TRIBUNE

Legislation signed at New College in Sarasota, a campus 
the administration targeted for conservative transformation 
Zac Anderson and Steven Walker
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See DEI, Page 2A

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis keeps
making moves that indicate a presi-
dential campaign announcement is
imminent, setting up a primary con-
test with former President Donald
Trump.

The race between Trump and De-
Santis already has begun for all practi-
cal purposes, with the two men taking
jabs at each other and visiting early
voting states while ads for each begin
to hit the airwaves. It really will heat up
when DeSantis formally announces,
which is expected by early June.

Here are fi�ve signs that DeSantis
soon will make it offi�cial.

Press secretary resigns

DeSantis Press Secretary Bryan
Griffi�n announced Monday that he is
leaving “to pursue other avenues of
helping to deliver the governor’s suc-
cess to our country.” 

Fox News Digital reported that Grif-
fi�n will be the press secretary for the
governor’s political operation.

Staff�ers leaving from a government
job for a political job is a sure sign that
a campaign is coming.

Political operation moves

DeSantis political team is moving
into a new offi�ce, which NBC News re-
ported could trigger an offi�cial cam-
paign fi�ling.

According to NBC: “That move will
require the not-yet-fi�led campaign to
spend more than $5,000 and, under
Federal Election Commission guide-
lines, when someone running for fed-
eral offi�ce spends more than $5,000,
they are required to register, fi�le fi�nan-
cial reports and designate a principal
campaign committee.”

Five signs
DeSantis
run is
imminent 
Zac Anderson
Sarasota Herald-Tribune
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The Florida Department of Education
gave the Leon County Schools superin-
tendent four choices for how to proceed
with potential discipline looming for al-
legedly infusing his “personal beliefs”

into his administration.
With “no guarantees of convincing

those in positions of power the true
facts of this case,” Rocky Hanna is going
with none of the above.

“The Florida Department of Educa-
tion has given me four options to chose
from, each one having challenges and
political interference.” Hanna said in a

statement on Facebook. “Therefore, in
consultation with my private attorney, I
have chosen to respond to the Commis-
sioner of Education, asking him what he
would propose to resolve this matter.” 

In a letter to Superintendent Rocky
Hanna in early April, Education Com-
missioner Manny Diaz, Jr. writes there
is probable cause to “justify sanctions

against your Florida educator certifi�-
cate.”

According to the state’s ultimatum,
Hanna could either pursue a formal
hearing with the Division of Adminis-
trative Hearings, an informal hearing, a
settlement or surrender his teaching 

Hanna picks none of the above after state ultimatum
Ana Goñi-Lessan
Tallahassee Democrat
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After DeSantis signed three bills into legislation, Christopher Rufo, one of the
six new trustees, went over to visit with the protesters who got unruly and he
was eventually escorted by police while the protesters virtually surrounded him
while leaving the campus to have lunch.
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