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Abortion restrictions have become
an early point of contention between
Gov. Ron DeSantis and former President
Donald Trump, with the governor push-
ing back Tuesday on comments Trump
made in a recent interview about Flori-
da’s new ban on abortion after six weeks
of pregnancy.

“He signed six weeks, and many peo-
ple within the pro-
life movement feel
that that was too
harsh,” Trump told
the Messenger
website, while de-
clining to say
whether he person-

ally supports or opposes the legislation.
Asked about Trump’s comments

Tuesday during a bill signing ceremony
for legislation cracking down on human
traffi�cking, DeSantis said: “Protecting
an unborn child when there’s the de-
tectable heartbeat is something that al-
most probably 99% of pro-lifers sup-
port.”

DeSantis also dinged Trump for not 

DeSantis
hits back
at Trump
on abortion
Governor defends state’s
new ban after six weeks
Zac Anderson
Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

Inside
DeSantis dodges
question on
Trump’s voter
fraud claims. 5A

Gov. Ron DeSantis criticized Donald
Trump for not taking a position on the
six-week abortion ban.

See ABORTION, Page 15A For decades, most deaths in tropical cy-
clones were brine-choked drownings as salt-
water surged over fringy coastlines, tearing
down beach homes and taking lives.

But the scarier threat now may be coming
from the sky.

New numbers released at the Governor’s
Hurricane Conference this month found that
57% of deaths directly attributable to tropical
cyclones from 2013 through 2022 were from
freshwater fl�ooding caused by heavy rains.
About 15% were from high surf or rip currents,
12% were from wind and 11% were from storm
surge. Other causes included tornadoes, high
lightning and unknown.

It’s the fi�rst time in a decade that the Nation-
al Hurricane Center did a comprehensive tally
on the cause of storm-related deaths. The last
study covered the years 1963 through 2012. It
found 49% of deaths were from storm surge,
27% were from freshwater fl�ooding with 8%
from wind. 

NHC Deputy Director Jamie Rhome, who
also led the production of storm surge warning
products, said the change in how people are dy-
ing in tropical cyclones may be attributable to a
few things. The public probably has a better un-
derstanding of the dangers of surge with the
addition of new graphics, watches and warn-
ings. 

At the same time, nascent research has tied
climate change to heavier rainfall rates that can

Firefi�ghters in Orange County help people stranded by Hurricane Ian on Sept. 29. Ian’s storm
surge resulted in 41 deaths. ORANGE COUNTY FIRE RESCUE VIA AP

See THREAT, Page 15A
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Threat from sky found
greater than from sea
Report: Heavy rains more deadly than high surf in cyclones
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nor and Cabinet members, is scheduled
to meet next.

As of this writing, the agenda hasn’t
been made available to the public. Still,
whether the case is heard next week or 

Is ex-football star Tom Brady entitled
to a Wawa in his Martin County neigh-
borhood?

That presupposes a couple of things
that haven’t happened yet, but it’s the
gist of a legal hearing with broad impli-
cations for the future of development

along the Treasure Coast.
A Palm City resident’s challenge of

Martin County’s new “rural lifestyle”
land use is headed to a hearing before
the Florida Cabinet, possibly as early as
Tuesday. That’s when the Administra-
tion Commission, made up of the gover-

‘Rural lifestyle’ appeal to Florida Cabinet may provide answers

See FONTENAY, Page 13A
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