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Axiom-2, SpaceX’s second private
astronaut mission to the International
Space Station for Axiom Space and
NASA, is “go” for launch aboard a Spa-
ceX Falcon 9 and Dragon capsule this
weekend.

During Monday’s lengthy fl�ight
readiness review, leaders from all
three organizations gathered to con-
fi�rm fl�ight hardware, four-person crew,
and the launch and landing sites are
ready to support the 10-day mission.
Liftoff� is set for 5:37 p.m. EDT on Sun-
day, May 21, from Kennedy Space Cen-
ter’s pad 39A.

“Today we had a review where we
brought together members of the team
from Axiom Space, SpaceX, and NASA
to talk about the upcoming mission,
and at the end of that review, the full
team polled ‘go,’ ” Ken Bowersox,
NASA’s associate administrator of
space operations, said during a Mon-
day press conference.

A Space Force-issued weather re-
port for the launch is expected on
Thursday or Friday.

What to know about the Axiom-2
mission

Former NASA astronaut Peggy
Whitson is commander of Axiom-2
and is joined by private spacefl�ight
participant John Shoff�ner and govern-
ment-sponsored Saudi Arabian astro-
nauts Ali Alqarni and Rayyanah Bar-
nawi. The mission is contracted be-
tween NASA and Houston-based Axi-
om Space. 

“The Dragon vehicle is over in a
hangar waiting to be attached to the 

Everything
is a ‘go’ for
launch of
SpaceX’s
Axiom-2
2nd private astronaut
mission set for Sunday
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A Port Canaveral-based cruise ship,
the MSC Seaside, just received one of the
worst failing grades on record after a Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
inspection.

Inspectors for the CDC’s Vessel San-
itation Program gave the Seaside a score
of 67 after citing the ship for 104 viola-
tions. A passing grade is 86, and most
cruise ships received grades of 90 or
higher on their most recent inspections,
according to a CDC database. For exam-
ple, four of Disney Cruise Line’s fi�ve
ships scored perfect 100 scores on their
most recent inspections, and the fi�fth got
a 99. Two of the Disney ships with 100

scores are based at Port Canaveral.
Here is what cruise passengers

should know about the CDC program,
including how Port Canaveral-based
ships performed on their latest inspec-
tions:

How often are ships inspected?

The CDC says most cruise ships are
subject to two unannounced inspections
each year while a ship is in a U.S. port. If
a ship sails outside of the United States
for an extended period, it might not be
inspected that often, but it will be in-
spected again when it returns to the
United States. 

These were among the fi�ve cruise ships that were docked at Port Canaveral on a recent day. One ship at the port, the MSC
Seaside, recently failed a CDC sanitation inspection, though most typically pass with flying colors.
PROVIDED BY CANAVERAL PORT AUTHORITY

What cruise passengers need to know about federal inspections
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SHIP SHAPE

The Port Canaveral-based MSC
Seaside recently received a failing
grade after a Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention Vessel
Sanitation Program inspection.
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Cocoa’s Holmes top
long jumper entering
FHSAA state meet
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Cybersecurity company BetterCyber is
reporting that the Abyss ransomware
group is claiming to have hacked Mel-
bourne-based aerospace and defense
company L3Harris Technologies Inc. and
stolen data related to the company’s work
on an Army communications system.

In a statement to FLORIDA TODAY,
L3Harris said that, several weeks ago, it
experienced an information-technology
“system disruption that aff�ected an iso-
lated network at one location. The inci-
dent was immediately contained, and
the system was secured.”

The statement said L3Harris contin-
uously validates “information security
approaches to detect, respond to and ul-
timately protect the integrity of compa-
ny and customer data frameworks and
architectures.”

An L3Harris spokeswoman said she
could not comment on whether the

company lost any data related to this in-
cident, and that L3Harris would not
have any additional comment beyond
its prepared statement.

BetterCyber tweeted an image of
what appeared to a blog post of some
sort off�ering to sell to a “single buyer”
data about L3Harris’ Wideband SAT-
COM Operations and Technical Sup-
port-2 program, under which the com-
pany off�ers technical support to the
Army’s satellite communication sys-
tems.

Group claims L3Harris was hacked
Cybersecurity fi�rm says it
suff�ered ransomware hit
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L3Harris said it experienced

an information-technology

“system disruption that

affected an isolated network

at one location. The incident

was immediately contained,

and the system was

secured.”


