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Summit set to 
boost ties with 
Central Asia
Event expected to enhance cooperation, 
promote solidarity among the six nations

By CAO DESHENG in Xi’an
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping will host 
heads of state from Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan on Thursday and Fri-
day in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, for 
the China-Central Asia Summit, a 
milestone event that is expected to 
boost the countries’ economic coop-
eration and jointly tackle the region’s 
security challenges at a higher level.

The summit takes place against 
the backdrop of the lingering effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, mount-
ing geopolitical competition and the 
ongoing Ukraine crisis. 

It is also taking place as the G7 
Summit is due to be held from Fri-
day to Sunday in Hiroshima, 
Japan. The G7 member states are 
expected to issue a statement on 
“economic security” that is likely to 
highlight issues such as countering 
China’s so-called “economic coer-
cion” and ending “dependence” on 
China in fields such as semicon-
ductors and critical minerals.

Analysts said that the two sum-
mits would differ greatly in their 
outlook and approach.

They said that the G7 Summit 
would see Western nations, led by 
the United States, strive to build 
small circles that would further 
divide the international community 
and even create confrontation.

In marked contrast, the China-
Central Asia Summit will help to 
strengthen solidarity and coopera-
tion among countries in promoting 
economic recovery as well as regional 
peace and stability.

Mariam Shah, an independent 
researcher of conflict studies and mili-
tary psychology in Islamabad, Paki-
stan, said that the Xi’an summit shows 
China’s successful diplomatic efforts 
and growing regional influence by 
establishing comprehensive strategic 
partnerships with all five Central 
Asian countries, demonstrating high 
levels of trust and cooperation. 

Head-of-state diplomacy enhanc-
es mutual trust, establishes coopera-
tion mechanisms, and overcomes 
political obstacles, Shah said.

“One of the most important high-
lights is President Xi’s active involve-
ment and personal engagement in 

the summit, highlighting China’s 
commitment to strengthening ties 
with Central Asian countries.”

See Summit, page 3
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Exchanges of young people contribute to friendship
By MO JINGXI in Xi’an 
and REN QI in Almaty, Kazakhstan

When Sat Aslanbek watched a 
movie starring Chinese action 
star Jackie Chan on television at 
the age of 7, the Kazakh boy devel-
oped an interest in China and 
started to learn about the lan-
guage, culture and history of the 
neighboring country.

Now, the 22-year-old is a first-
year postgraduate student major-
ing in petroleum engineering at 
China University of Petroleum-
Beijing. 

President Xi Jinping recently 
replied to a letter from Central 
Asian students at the university. 
Aslanbek said he was motivated by 
Xi’s words, and this firmed up his 
confidence in devoting himself to 

promoting cooperation between 
Kazakhstan and China.

In his letter, Xi encouraged the 
students, whom he referred to as 
“envoys of friendship” and “bridg-
es of cooperation”, to contribute to 
building an even closer China-
Central Asia community with a 
shared future.

“I used to be an intern at the repre-
sentative office of the China Council 

for the Promotion of International 
Trade in Kazakhstan, so I hope I can 
continue to work to facilitate bilater-
al trade ties after graduation,” Aslan-
bek said in fluent Chinese.

He was the first-prize winner of 
the “Chinese Bridge” language pro-
ficiency competition last year in 
Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan.

See Exchanges, page 3

Doctor Zhu Zhenjun (left), who is head of the 16th Chinese medical team to Eritrea, diagnoses a patient at Halibet Hospital in Asmara, Eritrea, 
on May 9. Since the medical team’s arrival in the East African country on April 17, the doctors have conducted 346 operations and 2,120 
examinations for local patients. Nearly 300 Chinese doctors have provided medical services in Eritrea since 1997.   WANG GUANSEN / XINHUA

Medical help from China

President Xi Jinping will put for-
ward a series of proposals on the 
long-term development of China 
and the Central Asian countries, 
and announce multiple pragmatic 
measures on cooperation between 
the two sides during the China-
Central Asia Summit, a Foreign 
Ministry official said on Tuesday.

Speaking at a news conference 
in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, where 
the summit will be held on Thurs-
day and Friday, Yu Jun, deputy 
director-general of the ministry’s 
Department of European-Central 
Asian Affairs, said that Xi, in his 
keynote speech to the summit, 
will expound on China’s position 
on the building of a China-Central 
Asia community with a shared 
future in the new era.

More than 20 bilateral and 
multilateral activities will be held 
during the summit, Yu said. Xi will 
chair the summit, and he will, 
together with presidents of five 
Central Asian countries, attend a 
ceremony for the signing of coop-
eration documents after the 
summit, and they will jointly meet 
the media, he said.

The leaders will also attend the 
launching ceremony of the Year of 
Culture and Art of the Peoples of 
China and Central Asia and the 
China-Central Asia Youth Arts 
Festival, Yu added.

He said that China-Central Asia 
cooperation targets no third party, 
and has no intention of competing 
with other mechanisms.
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Xi to put forward 
key proposals

HIGHER GROUND

Economy maintains growth momentum
By WANG KEJU
wangkeju@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s economy maintained 
strong growth momentum in 
April, with gauges of consumption 
and services gathering pace, 
improving the outlook for steady 
growth of the world’s second-larg-
est economy this year, officials and 
analysts said.

The foundation for the steady 
growth, however, is still not solid as 
internal drivers are not strong 
enough and demand is still insuffi-
cient. Greater support should be 
given to bolstering demand, spur-
ring investment and anchoring 
expectations, they added.

Retail sales of consumer goods — 
a major gauge of consumption — 
rose 18.4 percent year-on-year to 
3.49 trillion yuan ($501 billion) in 
April, and expanded by 7.8 percent-
age points from the level in March, 
data from the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed on Tuesday.

The recovery of consumption is 

still in its early stages. As the economy 
improves, with greater employment 
and an improved consumption 
environment, the driving force of 
consumption will be further 
strengthened, said NBS spokesman 
Fu Linghui.

Zhou Maohua, an analyst at China 
Everbright Bank, said that despite 
rapid growth in consumption of 
high-end goods — like jewelry — and 
services such as catering, expendi-
ture on durable goods such as furni-
ture and home appliances remained 
subdued in April.

In the face of sluggish external 
demand, China needs to further 
boost domestic consumption, with 
a focus on durable goods, Zhou said, 
adding that preferential policies 
such as those for home appliance 
upgrades and related subsidies 
should be rolled out. 

The index of services production 
rose by 13.5 percent year-on-year in 
April, according to the bureau. The 
rise was 4.3 percentage points higher 
than the previous month. 

Xu Hongcai, deputy director of 
the China Association of Policy Sci-
ence’s Economic Policy Committee, 
said that pent-up demand in the ser-
vices sector, especially contact-based 
services, has been unleashed gradu-
ally after the country optimized its 
COVID-19 response measures.

The value-added industrial out-
put, a gauge of activity in the manu-
facturing, mining and utilities 
sectors, rose 5.6 percent year-on-
year in April, and expanded by 1.7 
percentage points from the level in 
March, the data showed. Fixed-asset 
investment in the first four months 
climbed 4.7 percent year-on-year, 
0.4 percentage points lower than 
that of the first three months.

Zhou said that the two figures fell 
short of market expectations due to 
sluggish demand. Policy steps to 
further tap consumption potential 
and expand effective investment 
should be better leveraged to fuel 
economic recovery.

Fu, the NBS spokesman, said that 
the Chinese economy continued to 

rebound in April through more 
enabling factors. However, given 
the complex and severe interna-
tional landscape and insufficient 
domestic demand, the internal 
driving forces for economic growth 
remain modest.

China’s consumer price index, a 
main gauge of inflation, edged up 
0.1 percent year-on-year in April, 
according to the bureau. 

The People’s Bank of China, the 
country’s central bank, said in its 
first-quarter monetary policy report 
on Monday that it will keep abreast 
of any marginal changes in price lev-
els and anchor social expectations, 
while ensuring prudent monetary 
policy to provide an appropriate 
amount of steady support.

Zhou Lanxu contributed to this story.

A worker processes products at a textile factory in Qingdao, Shandong 
province, on Monday. CHU BAORUI / FOR CHINA DAILY

Demand rises for nation’s canned food exports
◆

Europe, where demand for the 
product is growing.

Despite not meeting the taste 
preferences of most domestic con-
sumers, China has exported a large 
volume of this food to many coun-
tries in Europe and the Middle East.

Production capacity expanded to cater to wide range of tastes 
By ZHU WENQIAN in Beijing, 
ZHAO RUIXUE in Jinan 
and QIU QUANLIN in Guangzhou

C ans containing Dolma — 
salty rice and meat 
wrapped in pickled 
grape leaves — were 

loaded onto trucks at a company 
in Heze, Shandong province, this 
month, before being transported 
to Qingdao Port for shipment to 

This year, canned food exports 
from China have continued to rise 
as inflation remains high in some 
countries, with prices of food 
sourced locally soaring.

Dolma is the main product of 
Heze Palexpo Food Co, which is 
based in the city of Heze. 

This year, the company has 
received a growing number of 
overseas orders. Its sales revenue 
reached 6.5 million yuan 

($935,000) in January, 7 million 
yuan in February and 8 million 
yuan in March. 

Most of its products were 
exported to Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, 
Germany and the United States. 
Recently, the company received 
more orders from other markets 
such as northern Europe.
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