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Good morning!
Betty Bird

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and
subscriber exclusives at redding.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your
paper online where subscribers get
access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper.

Shasta Family YMCA 
Athletes of the Week
SPORTS, 1B

Wednesday is day two of the As-
phalt Cowboy’s county-wide contest
to identify (mock) bank robbers Lone
Stranger and Sidekick.

The two desperadoes fl�ed the scene
Tuesday morning at Cornerstone
Community Bank on California Street
in downtown Redding, making off� with
the “loot.” The Asphalt Cowboys tried
to apprehend them, but once again the
dastardly duo got away.

Daily clues will appear in the Record
Searchlight and on Redding.com.

On Wednesday, fi�nd the loot to
claim $400, or identify the Lone
Stranger and Sidekick to win $400.
Rewards drop $100 per day for each
contest. Friday is the last day to play if
the culprits are still “at large” and the
loot hasn’t been found.

Here are the rules of the game:
h The loot is never hidden on pri-

vate property, only on public land.
h The loot never requires digging or

climbing, so don’t dig up lawns or scale
cliff�s.

h All clues are written with purpose.
There are no spelling mistakes or
punctuation mistakes, so take them at
face value.

h The identities of the Lone Strang-
er and Sidekick are well-known Shas-
ta County residents.

To submit a guess for the identities
of the Lone Stranger and Sidekick, call
530-223-1188.

See Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s
Record Searchlight or go to redding-
.com to read the latest about this an-
nual Redding Rodeo week tradition. 

County
contest:
Solve clues
for money
Jessica Skropanic
Redding Record Searchlight
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The Lone Stranger and sidekicks take
the stolen loot during the annual
Redding Rodeo bank robbery
on May 16.
ETHAN HANSON/RECORD SEARCHLIGHT

See CLUES, Page 4A

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced
a nearly $11 billion investment on Tuesday to help
bring aff�ordable clean energy to rural communities
throughout the country.

Rural electric cooperatives, renewable energy
companies and electric utilities will be able to ap-
ply for funding through two programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said
during a media briefi�ng on Monday.

Vilsack said it was the largest single federal in-
vestment in rural electrifi�cation since President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Rural Electrifi�ca-
tion Act in 1936 as part of the New Deal.

“This is an exciting opportunity for the Rural
Utility Service to work collaboratively with our
great partners, the Rural Electric cooperatives, in
order to advance a clean energy future for rural
America,” Vilsack said. “So this is an exciting and
an historic day, and it continues an ongoing eff�ort
to ensure that rural America is a full participant in
this clean energy economy.”

The Empowering Rural America program will
make $9.7 billion available for rural electric cooper-
atives to create renewable energy, zero-emission
and carbon capture systems.

Jim Matheson, CEO of the National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association, praised the admini-
stration for the investment.

“This is an exciting and transformative opportu-
nity for co-ops and their local communities, partic-

ularly as we look toward a future that depends on
electricity to power more of the economy,” Matheson
said. “USDA has smartly structured this program in
a way that will help electric co-ops leverage new
tools to reduce costs and keep energy aff�ordable
while meeting the future energy needs of their rural
communities.”

The Powering Aff�ordable Clean Energy program
will make $1 billion available in partially forgivable
loans for renewable energy companies and electric
utilities to help fi�nance renewable energy projects
such as large-scale solar, wind and geothermal pro-
jects.

The Department of Agriculture said in a press re-
lease that the goal of this program is provide aff�ord-
able clean energy to vulnerable, disadvantaged and
Indigenous communities. 

But there is tension between building a clean en-
ergy infrastructure for all and mining the materials
needed for that infrastructure. For example, conser-
vationists and Indigenous communities in Nevada
have sued to block the opening of the largest mine
planned in the U.S. for extraction of lithium used in
electric vehicle batteries.

When asked about tribal concerns about mineral
extraction at Monday’s briefi�ng, Vilsack said there 

The Department of Agriculture has announced two programs to provide affordable clean energy to rural communities.
Rural electric cooperatives, renewable energy companies and electric utilities will be able to apply for funding through
the programs. CHRIS MACHIAN/OMAHA WORLD-HERALD VIA AP, FILE

$11B to fund rural
renewable energy
Programs aim to make
clean power aff�ordable
Drew Costley
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See ENERGY, Page 4A

“This is an exciting and

transformative opportunity for

co-ops and their local communities.”
Jim Matheson 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association CEO

Shasta County District 1 residents at-
tempting to recall Supervisor Kevin
Crye say they will start gathering signa-
tures on Tuesday evening, shortly be-
fore the supervisors’ meeting begins.

The Committee to Recall Kevin Crye
announced Monday that its recall pet-
ition was approved by the County Clerk/
Registrar of Voters offi�ce.

“To highlight the start of the signa-
ture gathering phase, the Committee to
Recall Kevin Crye will be holding a pet-

ition-signing event in
front of the Shasta Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors
Chambers at 1450 Court
St. … at 4:45 p.m. on
Tuesday,” the committee
said in a news release.

Supporters will need
at least 4,151 signatures from registered
voters in District 1, which encompasses
much of the city of Redding, to put the
recall on the Nov. 7 ballot.

Today’s supervisors meeting starts
at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday.

Crye has called the attempt to recall
him just four months after he took offi�ce

an eff�ort by a small group of far-left lib-
erals because of a diff�erence of opinion.

“Let’s be clear, these would-be recall-
ers are knowingly working to recall me
so that (Gov.) Gavin Newsom can select
his own extreme leftist Shasta County
Supervisor. I am a proud conservative,
husband and father. You will not defeat
Shasta County,” Crye stated in part on
his reply notice he fi�led with the elec-
tions offi�ce.

Committee spokesman Jeff� Gorder
has said the recall is a non-partisan ef-
fort backed by Democrats, Republicans 

Petition to recall Crye approved
David Benda
Redding Record Searchlight
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See CRYE, Page 4A

Crye

The citizens group that served Shasta
County District 1 Supervisor Kevin
Crye a notice to recall at the April 25
board meeting addresses the media in
downtown Redding.
DAVID BENDA/RECORD SEARCHLIGHT


