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By RICK STEELHAMMER
rsteelhammer@hdmediallc.com

A STREAM RESTORATION project that began with 
the breaching of the 80-year-old dam at Kanawha 
State Forest’s Ellison Pond in October 2021 has 

ended with the creation of a mile-long trout stream 
with permanent pools, riffles and channels, and stabi-
lized banks.

Built between 1939 and 1940 by members of the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps, the 100-foot-long, 10-foot-high 
concrete dam created a two-acre public swimming area 
equipped with a beach, diving platform, changing rooms 
and stone steps descending into the cooling waters of 
Davis Creek.

Later, the pond was stocked with trout and used exclu-
sively for fishing. Its glassy surfaced waters and gently 
flowing spillway also drew picnickers and sightseers, 
making it one of the state forest’s most familiar features.

But beneath its calm, reflective surface, the pond was a 

STREAM OF 
CONSCIENTIOUSNESS
Trade-off of silty, 2-acre lake 
for mile-long trout habitat  
done in Kanawha State Forest

KENNY KEMP | Gazette-Mail photos
Madison Miller and Christian Beard walk their dog, Saint, across Davis Creek on a fallen log just upstream from the former Elli-
son Pond in Kanawha State Forest. The pond has been removed and an accessible mile-long trout stream has been created.

Newly installed kiosks with text and photos tell the 
story of the Civilian Conservation Corps’ work in es-
tablishing the state forest more than 80 years ago.

Strategically placed boulders narrow the channel of Davis Creek to flush away silt and create a pool below a riffle.

SEE FOREST, 7A

By ROGER ADKINS
radkins@hdmediallc.com

Former West Virginia 
state senator Billy Wayne 
Bailey Jr. has died.

Bailey, 65, was a Demo-
cratic senator from 1991 
until 2009 and later served 
as the deputy secretary of 
the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Veterans Assis-
tance. He died Monday.

In a statement posted 
Monday on social media, 
Gov. Jim Justice said he was 

saddened to 
hear of Bai-
ley’s death, 
saying he 
lived a life 
of  public 
service.

B a i l e y 
w a s  a p -

pointed to serve the Sen-
ate’s 9th District in 1991 and 
was reelected in 1996, 2000 
and 2004. In 2008, when 
Bailey decided not to seek 

‘A true public servant:’ 
Former state senator 
Bailey dead at age 65

BAILEY

SEE BAILEY, 7A

By JOSH EWERS
joshewers@hdmediallc.com

A former Israeli ambassador to the U.S. Congress, Yor-
am Ettinger, is coming to West Virginia on 
Thursday to speak about what he believes 
are the mutual benefits of the $3.8 billion 
in military aid the United States spends in 
Israel annually.

Ettinger is a now conservative writer, 
lecturer, researcher and consultant. 
During his tenure at Israel’s embassy in 
Washington, D.C., from 1989-1992, Etting-
er was responsible for relations with Congress.

The former ambassador will soon spend the week in the 

Israeli diplomat  
coming to W.Va.

ETTINGER

SEE ETTINGER, 7A

By MIKE TONY 
mtony@hdmediallc.com

West Virginia officials 
already had found chemi-
cals linked to cancer in raw 
water samples taken from 
public  water systems 
throughout the state. Now, 
they’ve found those chemi-
cals in drinking water 
samples taken from public 
water systems, many at 
levels beyond proposed 
federal standards.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Health and 
Human Resources and De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection said 27 out of 37 
public water systems sam-
pled showed detectable 
levels of select PFAS (per-
fluoroalkyl and polyfluoro-
alkyl substances), per re-
sults released by the U.S. 
Geological Survey.

Of those 27 systems, 19 

had PFAS detections above 
at least one regulatory stan-
dard proposed by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency.

The Bureau for Public 
Health and DEP are engag-
ing with the 27 systems 
through a work group 
formed in March to evalu-
ate treatment processes 
and identify funding op-
tions for PFAS removal, the 
DHHR said.

The Geological Survey 
sampled 37 systems identi-
fied in a study released last 
year as having certain PFAS 
compounds in raw, or pre-
treated, water sources to 
determine which systems 
require treatment up-
grades.

Dr. Matthew Christian-
sen, state health officer and 
c o m m i s s i o n e r o f  t h e 

Toxins found 
in state water

SEE WATER, 7A
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