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In Wisconsin, the price parents pay
for child care can easily exceed the cost
of in-state college tuition at a four-year
public university. Yet, its employees are
paid miniscule wages, with some even
falling under the federal poverty line.

With pandemic-era supports set to
soon come to an end, industry experts
warn Wisconsin’s child care situation
will become increasingly dire.

A new report from the Wisconsin Pol-
icy Forum explains these struggles and
highlights the need for action, stating
Wisconsin’s biennial budget could be
the platform to do so.

“The stakes are substantial for fam-

ilies, providers, other businesses and
taxpayers,” the report said. “At its best,
high-quality, aff�ordable and accessible
child care not only supports the devel-
opment of our state’s youngest resi-
dents, but also the ability of parents
and guardians to participate in the
workforce. Both are critical contrib-

Understanding the
child care crisis

Wisconsin Department of Children and Families Secretary Emilie Amundson visits with Kynlee Giese, center, and Norah
Zhang, right, during a visit at Bridges Child Enrichment Center in Appleton. A new report from the Wisconsin Policy
Forum explains the struggles people have regarding child care and highlights the need for action.
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New state report sheds light on costs — from multiple angles
Madison Lammert
Appleton Post-Crescent
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See CHILD CARE, Page 3A

BowWow Meow Boutique in Wis-
consin Rapids is expanding into Ste-
vens Point.

The boutique pet store will host a
grand opening celebration with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony June 7 at 3449
Church St. in Stevens Point, and
leashed pets are welcome.

Anita Freund, Michelle Zimmerman
and Dawn Laugelli have spent the past
several months working to open the
second store in Stevens Point. They
said while customers familiar with the
Wisconsin Rapids location can expect
to fi�nd the same treats, toys, accesso-
ries and other products, the Stevens
Point store will have more space for
customers and their pets to enjoy their
time outside, as well.

The Stevens Point location will have
a pet-friendly outdoor patio area, 

BowWow Meow Boutique is seen on
Thursday at 3449 Church Street in
Stevens Point. The pet supply shop is
an expansion of a business started in
Wisconsin Rapids. TORK MASON/USA

TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 

BowWow
Meow store
has fun
planned for
pets, people
Caitlin Shuda
Stevens Point Journal
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See BOWWOW MEOW, Page 5A

It’s a scene Wisconsinites hear about
nearly every spring. A black bear lum-
bers through a neighborhood slowly,
maybe stopping to sniff� at a garbage can
or two, then returns mysteriously back
to the woods again, most likely not to be
seen again. 

It’s not an uncommon happening,
but should you be concerned if a bear
wanders through your neighborhood?
And what can you do to make sure
you’re not encouraging the fuzzy visitor
to come back again? 

Here’s what you should know. 

Why are bears seen so often
around this time? 

It’s a pattern that occurs in the spring
and early summer, said Randy Johnson,
a large carnivore specialist with the De-
partment of Natural Resources.

“Bears are typically coming out of
their den in late March, early April, and
when they come out they’re hungry,” he
said. “And so they’re wandering far and
wide to try to fi�nd some food. And espe-
cially younger, single bears can follow
their nose right to town.” 

Bears in the late spring and early

summer may wander too in search of a
mate, especially male bears, Johnson
said. 

Where have bears been spotted
this year? 

Bears have been active already this
year. 

Recently, one was spotted in the front
yard of a Mukwonago area home around
4 a.m., according to WISN. 

In Madison, a black bear was spotted
wandering through several neighbor-
hoods at the start of the month. During
its adventure, the bear climbed a tree
and even crossed the Beltline Highway

before leaving town, according to Wis-
consin Public Radio. 

Why are we seeing so many bears
recently? 

While there have always been bear
sightings in residential areas, the rise of
doorbell cameras and home security
systems have better enabled us to see
when the animals wander through the
neighborhood, especially at night. 

“When a bear came to town 10 years
ago, most people probably wouldn’t
have even known, but now we have se-

Why are we seeing so many bears in populated areas?
Laura Schulte
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
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See BEARS, Page 5A


