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Ruh’s racing studies
on the right track
SPORTS, 1B

In Wisconsin, the price parents pay for child care can easily exceed the
cost of in-state college tuition at a four-year public university. Yet, its em-
ployees are paid miniscule wages, with some even falling under the feder-
al poverty line.

With pandemic-era supports set to soon come to an end, industry ex-
perts warn Wisconsin’s child care situation will become increasingly dire.

A new report from the Wisconsin Policy Forum explains these strug-
gles and highlights the need for action, stating Wisconsin’s biennial bud-
get could be the platform to do so.

“The stakes are substantial for families, providers, other businesses
and taxpayers,” the report said. “At its best, high-quality, aff�ordable and
accessible child care not only supports the development of our state’s 

Understanding the
child care CRISIS

Wisconsin Department of Children and Families Secretary Emilie Amundson visits with Kynlee Giese, center, and
Norah Zhang, right, during a visit at Bridges Child Enrichment Center in Appleton. A new report from the
Wisconsin Policy Forum explains the struggles people have regarding child care and highlights the need for
action. WM. GLASHEEN/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 

New state report sheds light on
costs — from multiple angles
Madison Lammert Appleton Post-Crescent | USA TODAY NETWORK – WISCONSIN

“At its best, high-quality,

affordable and accessible

child care not only supports

the development of our

state’s youngest residents,

but also the ability of

parents and guardians to

participate in the

workforce. Both are critical

contributors to the

short-term and long-term

strength of Wisconsin.” 
Wisconsin Policy Forum reportSee CHILD CARE, Page 8A

KESHENA - Award-winning Indige-
nous hip-hop star Supaman visited
the Menominee Nation last week and
dazzled with his lightning-fast tradi-
tional dances and inspired with his
positive messages.

Indigenous hip-hop is known for its
uplifting messages and addressing se-
rious issues in Indian Country. Supa-
man’s lyrics are no exception, as they
instill a sense of pride in being Native
American.

He visited with all three school dis-
tricts on the reservation to perform
and share his experience with sobri-
ety.

Later in the day, Supaman paid a
visit to the Menominee Community
Center, where he met with fans, signed
autographs and performed again.

It was all part of events in conjunc-
tion with Mental Health Awareness
Month.

“Supaman really brings that spirit
of community through his music,” said
Beth Waukechon, Indigenous wellness
director for the College of Menominee
Nation.

She said there’s a high rate of drug
abuse on the reservation and Supa-
man’s positive messages can help to
empower people to change for the bet-
ter, providing “music as medicine.”

The Culture of Wellbeing Health
Fair at the community center provided
attendees with information about sui-
cide prevention, mental health, do-
mestic violence and behavioral health,
among others.

Lindsay Besaw, who helped orga-
nize the event, said Menominee was
experiencing a high rate of suicide
since the pandemic.

She said Native Americans, overall,
experience higher rates of suicide be-
cause of higher rates of poverty and 

Hip-hop
star visits
Wisconsin
reservation
Supaman spreads
motivation, Native pride
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See STAR , Page 9A

ALLOUEZ – People who love to spend
time in nature and engage in outdoor ac-
tivities will want to check out Scott’s
Sports.

The new store, which opened at 3817
S. Webster Ave., off�ers gear, tools and
apparel for camping, hiking, kayaking,
mountain biking, rafting, skiing, boat-
ing, fi�shing and hunting. It will also rent
equipment and off�er repairs.

Scott Carney, a De Pere local who
owns the shop, said he worked in the
outdoor sports industry for 10 years and

it was always in the back of his mind to
own a business.

“Our family kayaked, camped (and)
skied,” Carney said. “And I was fortu-
nate to have grown by the Fox River, so I
paddled out a lot; still do.”

Adding to that, he said he worked at 3
Rivers Outdoors for three years while he
studied political science at UW-La
Crosse. He graduated in 2014, moved to
San Francisco and worked at the Sports
Basement, a high-end sports shop, be-
fore he returned to northeastern Wis-
consin in 2016.

He said back home he worked at Zell-
er’s Ski & Sports at 1212 Marine St. in
Green Bay for about six years.

“That (work) basically gives the 
Owner Scott Carney is shown at Scott’s Sports, an outdoors store he recently
opened at 3817 S. Webster Ave. in Allouez. ARIEL PEREZ/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 

New sports and outdoors
store opens in Allouez
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