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All teed up
Packers’ Carlson has role model in brother SPORTS, A6

TODD RICHMOND
Associated Press

One of Wisconsin’s largest
dairy operations has reached a
settlement with state environ-
mental regulators that calls for
the company to eventually stop
spreading liquid manure in ex-
change for avoidinggroundwater
monitoring requirements.
The deal puts an end to a law-

suit that Kinnard Farms filed
against the state Department
of Natural Resources last year.
Court documents show the set-
tlement went into effect Satur-
day.KinnardFarmsofficials said
the agreement was reached last
month.
The Kinnard operation in-

cludes 16 industrial farms with
about 8,000 cows. It has strug-
gled with agricultural pollution
for years as contaminants seeped
into private wells. Kewaunee
County has relatively shallow
soil that does a poor job filtering
water,making thearea especially
susceptible to groundwater con-
tamination.
Theoperationfileda lawsuit in

April 2022 after the DNR mod-
ified the company’s wastewater
permit. The revisions called for
the operation to limit the size
of its herd to 11,369 cows and
begin monitoring groundwater
in areas contaminated with ni-
trate from manure spreading.
Kinnard Farms officials argued
that the business would suffer if
it can’t expand its herd and said
groundwater monitoring would
cost tensof thousandsofdollars.
Under the settlement, the

DNR will impose groundwater
monitoring requirements af-
ter four years if Kinnard Farms
spreads untreatedmanure.
Under the settlement,Kinnard

Farms plans to stop spreading
liquidmanurewithin four years.
If Kinnard can’t meet that re-
quirement, the DNR can impose
groundwater monitoring re-
quirements onfields that receive
liquidmanure.
The deal also sets out dead-

lines for Kinnard to install
state-of-the-art technology
to treat the manure to remove
pathogens. If the company fails
to meet the deadlines, the DNR
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The Graves family walks out
into their orchard. The apples
are ready to be harvested. There
are over 75 varieties of apples
growing on their property in
Brownsville.
Danielle Graves, who owns

the property with her husband,
is excited about the coming sea-
son: the farm store; the visits
of guests; the fall activities for
local families to participate in;
knowing their apples are pro-
viding health and nutrition to
the community.
The farm will get to do more

of that through a grant they just
received.

The Graves Family Orchard
is one of 165 Wisconsin farms
that have been awarded funds
through the 2023 Wisconsin
Local Food Purchase Assistance

Program (LFPA), put together
by the Wisconsin Department
of Agriculture, Trade, and Con-
sumer Protection (DATCP) and
Marbleseed, an organization

dedicated to working in com-
munity with the Midwest’s re-
generative and organic farmers.
Recipients were awarded

amounts ranging from $3,000
to $20,000 to grow and provide
food for local hunger relief ef-
forts across the state.
“The LFPA program and the

grant we received will help us
distribute fresh apples to those
in need,” Graves said, “while
helping us strengthen our dis-
tribution area.”
Elsewhere, JaySalinas is tend-

ing his 40-some acre farm in
SaukCounty. Salinas is a farmer
and artist who cofounded the
Neu Erth Wormfarm CSA, es-
tablished in 1995,andDirectorof
Special Projects for the Worm-
farm Institute.
The farm Salinas oversees

was awarded $7,500 to assist

Grant boosts farmers’ plans
NEU ERTH WORMFARM

Neu Erth Worfarm, based in Sauk County, is one of 165 Wisconsin farms awarded grants to assist in developing local food systems.

Farm
waste
lawsuit
settled
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The Reedsburg girl who was
killed as she was about to board
a school bus Friday morning has
been identified by family and
friends as Evelyn Gurney, an
11-year-old Webb Middle School
student.
“Absolute heartbreak,” Brian

Gurney, Evelyn’s father, said of
the family’s finding out about the
crash last week. “Just absolutely

heartbreaking to know that she’s
not going to bewith us anymore.”
Anonline fundraiser had raised

more than $77,000 for the family
frommore than1,100donationsas
of Monday. And the union repre-
sentingparamedics andfirefight-
ers in Baraboo, where the elder
Gurney is a paramedic, is selling
stickerswith Evelyn’s initials and
the number 42 — the jersey Eve-
lynwore forheryouthgirls hockey
team—with two crossing hockey
sticks for $5.
Gurney said the family is over-

whelmed by the amount of com-
munity support they’ve received.
“It’s not something anyone

would wish upon anybody, but

theway the community has come
together, stepped up, and showed
how they feel,” Gurney said. “It
showswhat sort of an impact Ev-
elyn hasmade to somany.”
Support has poured in from

throughoutWisconsin,Minneap-
olis andnorthern Illinois, he said.
“It’s amazinghowfar-reaching

one person can actually get and
it also shows what kind of com-
munity the hockey families are,”
Gurney said.
The Gofundme page for Evelyn

initially set a goal of $1,000 but
quickly blew past that.
“She was the sweetest, most

Reedsburg crash victim identified

JEFF RICHGELS
jrichgels@madison.com

A fire heavily damaged the
ColumbiaCounty Recycling and
Solid Waste Center on Sunday
afternoon, the Portage Fire De-
partment reported.

Shortly before 4 p.m. Sunday,
fire crews were sent to W7465
Highway 16 on a report of a fire
at the facility, Portage Fire Chief
TroyHaase said in a statement.
Whilecrewswereheadedtothe

scene, they were informed that
therewasheavyblacksmoke,but
no flames showing. When they
arrived,fire crews founda three-
story commercial steel structure

with heavy fire coming from the
largeoverheaddoors,Haase said.
The building that was on fire

was filled with tons of garbage.
Firefighters attacked the blaze
from three sides to stop it from
spreading to the recycling por-
tion of the structure, and crews
worked with county workers
operating heavy equipment to
extinguish and overhaul the fire,

Haase said.
The structure suffered heavy

fire and smoke damage, but no
injurieswere reported.
Theoriginandcauseof thefire

is undetermined,Haase said.
Other departments that aided

the effort were Arlington, Cam-
bria,Friesland,Pardeeville,Poy-
nette, Wyocena, Baraboo, Lake
Delton,Dalton and Briggsville.

Fire damages county recycling center

GoFundMe support
shatters expectations,
raises $77,000 so far
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A small memorial is set up at the home of the Gurney family, who lost
their daughter Evelyn in a fatal crash on Highway 23/33 in the town of
Excelsior Friday morning.

Money to to be used to
provide food for local
hunger relief efforts

GRAVES FAMILY ORCHARD

Graves Family Orchard, in Brownsville, was recently awarded a grant to
assist in providing local nutritious food to their surrounding communities.

Building containing
trash heavily damaged

State dairy operation
will stop spreading
liquidmanure in 4 years
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