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Olympia is one step closer to
having 70 more units of perma-
nent supportive housing for
low-income residents of Thur-
ston County.
The Low Income Housing

Institute has been chosen to
transform the Franz Anderson
Road safe parking lot into a
permanent structure. Construc-
tion will likely start in late 2024
and be completed in early
2026.
Jacinda Steltjes, affordable

housing program manager for
Olympia, shared the news with
the City Council last week. She
said the goal is to have 35 stu-
dios and 35 one-bedroom apart-
ments for single adults and
couples.
It will be an entirely electric

facility and the first project of
its kind to be supported by the
Regional Housing Council since
it was formed in 2021, Steltjes
said.
Right now, 50 temporary tiny

homes that are being construct-
ed just across the street, and

the housing complex will re-
place the RV safe lot that has
allowed dozens of people to live
in their RVs without being
fined.
Steltjes said requests for

proposals were due March 27,
and officials from Olympia,
Lacey, Tumwater and Thurston
County all agreed on LIHI as
the best fit. The Seattle-based
nonprofit already runs Unity

Commons Phase I on Martin
Way and Billy Frank Jr. Place in
downtown Olympia.
LIHI’s plan includes serving

those who are without housing
or facing that situation. It’s for
those whose household income
doesn’t exceed 30% of the area
median income, which for a
single adult amounts to
$21,200 annually, Steltjes said.
Steltjes said permanent sup-

portive housing also serves
those who have disabling be-
havioral or physical health
conditions. There are few re-
quirements to enter, she said,
and support services are made
available, but they’re voluntary.
There’s no limit to the length of
stay, either.
She said Thurston County is

in need of 34,436 minimum
new housing units by 2045. Of
those, a minimum 10,415 need
to be affordable housing.
LIHI will work directly with

those seeking housing to make
the process more streamlined.
Steltjes said those who have
been relocated through the
state rights-of-way initiative —
where those living along I-5
were moved — will be the first
to be moved in. Many of them
were relocated to the tiny home
village across the street from
the new project.
Council member Lisa Par-

shley asked Steltjes if the state
has any investment in LIHI’s
$28 million project. Steltjes said
the new project isn’t getting
direct funding from the rights-
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Electrician Joel Seventh of Betschart Electric installs power at the site of the Low Income Housing Institute’s Franz Anderson Tiny Home
Village in Olympia on Friday.

70-unit affordable housing
project planned in Olympia
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The end of Franz Anderson Road in Olympia is closed for
construction of a tiny home village. The Low Income Housing
Institute will build and run a 70-unit supportive housing complex
across the street.
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As the nation prepares for the
2024 presidential election, de-
bates over changes to voting
laws have once again dominated
many state legislatures.
While there are ongoing ef-

forts to make it more difficult to
vote in many Republican-con-
trolled states, a research group
found there has also been a
quiet countermovement to ex-
pand access to voting across the
country. A new report by the
Voting Rights Lab, a nonparti-
san group that focuses on analy-
sis that advances free and fair
elections, found that nearly a
third of legislation passed in
statehouses earlier this year
make it easier to vote through
policies such as expanding early
and mail voting opportunities,
restoring felon voting rights and
providing more time to voters
for fixing errors on ballots,
among other things.
The study also highlights a

rising number of laws passed in
the first three months of the
year that add greater require-
ments for mail voting, disem-
power nonpartisan election
officials and add criminal liabil-
ities for election workers for any
mistakes.
Many states have fine-tuned

or drastically changed their
voting laws in recent years,
often in response to the coro-
navirus pandemic and rampant
falsehoods about election sys-
tems spread by former president
Donald Trump and his allies. A
movement coalesced in Repub-
lican-led state legislatures to
enact so-called election security
measures that critics feared
would restrict access to the
ballot.
Following the 2020 presi-

dential election, more than 30
states proposed and passed a
flurry of laws in 2021. Nearly as
many states have enacted an
even greater number of changes
to election policy this year, ac-
cording to the report. That is
despite a lower number of elec-
tion bills being introduced.
The Voting Rights Lab report

classified different policies as
either expanding, restricting or
having a neutral effect on elec-

Ahead of
2024 election,
several states
overhaul
voting laws
BY MATTHEW BROWN
The Washington Post
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BILLINGS, MONT.
The Biden administration

wants to put conserving vast
government-owned lands on
equal footing with oil drilling,
livestock grazing and other
interests, according to a top
administration official who
defended the idea against crit-
icism that it could sideline in-
dustry.
The proposal would allow

conservationists and others to
lease federally owned land to

restore it, much the same way
oil companies buy leases to drill
and ranchers pay to graze cattle.
Companies could also buy con-
servation leases, such as oil
drillers who want to offset dam-
age to public land by restoring
acreage elsewhere.
Tracy Stone-Manning, direc-

tor of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, said in an interview
with The Associated Press that
the proposed changes would
address rising pressure from
climate change and develop-
ment. While the bureau previ-
ously issued leases for conserva-
tion in limited cases, it has nev-

er had a dedicated program for
it, she said.
“It makes conservation an

equal among the multiple uses
that we manage for,” Stone-
Manning said. “There are rules
around how we do solar devel-
opment. There are rules around
how we do oil and gas. There
have not been rules around how
we deliver on the portions of
(federal law) that say, ‘Manage
for fish and wildlife habitat,
manage for clean water.’”
But more than a century after

the U.S. started selling oil and
gas leases, the conservation idea
is stirring debate over the best

use of government-owned land,
primarily in the West. Oppo-
nents including Republican
lawmakers are blasting it as a
backdoor way to exclude
mining, energy development
and agriculture.
The bureau has a history of

industry-friendly policies for the
380,000 square miles it over-
sees, an area more than twice
the size of California. It also
regulates publicly owned under-
ground minerals, including oil,
coal and lithium for renewable
energy across more than 1 mil-
lion square miles.
Those holdings put the agency

at the center of arguments over
how much development should
be allowed.
On Monday night, senior

agency officials were scheduled
to host the first virtual public
meeting about the conservation
proposal. Another virtual event

is slated for June 5 and public
meetings are planned for May
25 in Denver; May 30 in Reno,
Nevada; and June 1 in Albuquer-
que, New Mexico.
U.S. Sen. John Barrasso, a

Wyoming Republican who tried
to block Stone-Manning’s 2021
Senate confirmation, says the
proposed rule is illegal.
Earlier this month he berated

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland
over it during an Energy and
Natural Resources Committee
hearing, saying she was “giving
radicals a new tool to shut out
the public.”
“The secretary wants to make

non-use a use,” said Barrasso,
the ranking Republican on the
committee. “She is … turning
federal law on its head.”
Stone-Manning said critics are

misreading the rule, and that

Biden plan would open public
land leases to conservation
BY MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press
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