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As the nation prepares for the
2024 presidential election, de-
bates over changes to voting
laws have once again dominated
many state legislatures.
While there are ongoing ef-

forts to make it more difficult to
vote in many Republican-con-
trolled states, a research group
found there has also been a
quiet countermovement to ex-
pand access to voting across the
country. A new report by the
Voting Rights Lab, a nonparti-
san group that focuses on analy-
sis that advances free and fair
elections, found that nearly a
third of legislation passed in
statehouses earlier this year
make it easier to vote through
policies such as expanding early
and mail voting opportunities,
restoring felon voting rights and
providing more time to voters
for fixing errors on ballots,
among other things.
The study also highlights a

rising number of laws passed in
the first three months of the
year that add greater require-
ments for mail voting, disem-
power nonpartisan election
officials and add criminal liabil-
ities for election workers for any
mistakes.
Many states have fine-tuned

or drastically changed their
voting laws in recent years,
often in response to the coro-
navirus pandemic and rampant
falsehoods about election sys-
tems spread by former president
Donald Trump and his allies. A
movement coalesced in Repub-
lican-led state legislatures to
enact so-called election security
measures that critics feared
would restrict access to the
ballot.
Following the 2020 presi-

dential election, more than 30
states proposed and passed a

Ahead of
2024 election,
several states
overhaul
voting laws

BY MATTHEW BROWN
The Washington Post
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KENNEWICK, WA
New prohibitions on sitting

and lying in downtown Kenne-
wick will be considered by the
Kennewick City Council
Tuesday night.
It would be the fourth area of

the city in which restrictions
would be placed on people lying
on a sidewalk or near parking
spots or sleeping on benches to
issues such as panhandling on
street corners.
“We’ve gotten numerous

calls in the downtown area,”
said Police Chief Chris Guerre-
ro at last week’s council work-

shop. “It is something we con-
tinually see.”
Councilwoman Gretl Craw-

ford, who serves on the Historic
Downtown Kennewick Board,
said business owners have
struggled with how to handle
issues that include not only
lying on benches but defecating
in planters.
The council will consider

making downtown Kennewick
between First Avenue and Ca-
nal and between Dayton and
Washington streets a zone with
restrictions on sitting and lying.
The area does not include Kee-
waydin Park or the city hall
area near Kennewick High
School.
From 6 a.m. to midnight the

zone would ban sitting or lying
on the sidewalk or in a right-of-
way.
At no time could people sit or

lie at the entrance to a building
or parking lot or in a loading
zone.
They also would be barred at

all times from sitting on struc-
tures not meant for sitting, such
as trash containers and bicycle
racks.
There would be multiple

exceptions, such as for medical
emergencies and people with
disabilities, and during events
such as parades, festivals, ral-
lies and demonstrations.
The city of Kennewick wants

to avoid the court challenges,
which other Northwest cities

have faced, by limiting sitting
and lying restrictions to specific
and limited areas, and also
including restrictions on time
and manner, said Laurencio
Sanguino, Kennewick assistant
attorney.
“We have to designate a

specific area for a specific rea-
sons,” said Guerrero. “We can-
not make the entire city a ‘no
sit, no lie’ area. ... We have to
have cause.”
Complaints from downtown

property owners and police
observations would serve as
cause for the newest proposed
zone.
Sanguino said the chief was
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A person sleeps under a blanket with his belongings in the doorway of a closed downtown Kennewick business on a cold morning in
December 2022.

Kennewick council considers
‘no sit, no lie’ ban in downtown
BY ANNETTE CARY
acary@tricityherald.com

SEE COUNCIL, 2A

The Supreme Court will de-
cide whether lawmakers can
turn to the courts when the
federal government denies
them documents, as members
of a House Oversight commit-
tee did when they sought in-
formation about the former
Trump Hotel in Washington,
D.C.
The case centers on a law

that gives any seven members

of what was then called the
House Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee the
right to request information
from the federal government,
which is separate from the
typical authority of the panel’s
majority to do so. A decision
could reshape the ability of the
minority party in Congress to
oversee the federal govern-
ment.
The justices announced Mon-

day they would hear an appeal
from the Justice Department on
a case that started in 2017. The

case will likely be heard in the
court’s next term starting in
October.
Democrats on the panel filed

a lawsuit against the General
Services Administration for
documents related to the agen-
cy’s lease of the building to
Trump. The Democrats were
concerned about the potential
for the Trump administration to
use the lease and the hotel
itself to benefit Trump person-
ally.
The Democratic members

argued the agency violated the

law when it refused to provide
them information. A district
court dismissed the lawsuit, but
the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia Circuit
reversed the ruling and found
that the lawsuit could proceed.
The hotel is not under

Trump’s control anymore,
Trump has been out of office
for more than two years, and
seven of the lawmakers on the
original lawsuit are not in Con-
gress, but the case is still play-
ing out in court.
The name of the case fea-

tures former Rep. Carolyn Mal-
oney, a New York Democrat
who lost a primary in August.
The lawsuit was originally led
by the late Rep. Elijah E. Cum-

Supreme Court to review House
oversight lawsuit from 2017
BY MICHAEL MACAGNONE AND
RYAN TARINELLI
CQ-Roll Call
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