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Communications studies pro-
fessor Linda Seppa-Salisbury 
hasn’t missed a Spokane Com-
munity College graduation in 46 
years at the school. That’s be-
cause she wants her students to 
know she cares.

Seppa-Salisbury knows her 
students’ stories, and that many 
overcame obstacles from cultur-
al differences to being poor.

“Watching them move onto 
the next big thing in their life is 
what we’re all about,” said Sep-
pa-Salisbury, 76. “This is the 
best-kept secret in Spokane – 
SCC.”

Seppa-Salisbury also knows 
something about overcoming. 

Being a teacher who encour-
ages and sees a student beyond 

Retiring SCC teacher offers message on power of belief in students

Striving for success

As Pride Month nears, some Garland District businesses wary over political divide
COMPROMISE ON PRIDE FLAGS

By Quinn Welsch
THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

Rainbow flags may hang from light poles in the 
Garland District next month, but some business-
es are wary of potential economic fallout at a time 
when LGBTQ issues remain at the center of a polit-
ical divide.

The effort is part of a larger move that proponents 
say celebrates diversity and equality in the eclectic 
business district.

To appease everyone involved, the North Hill 
Neighborhood Council struck a compromise: The 
Pride flags would be affixed to light poles unless 
a business owner objects to having one directly in 
front of their shop. The Pride flags originally were 
planned for eight of the Avista-owned poles along 
Garland Avenue. If Avista approves the new plan, the 
flags will go up on May 31 or June 1.

“It’s not the statement I was looking for,” said 
Steve Ogden, a self-described community organizer 
and neighborhood resident who led the effort. “I was 
looking for some impact.”

After a heated North Hill Neighborhood Council 
meeting last Thursday, community members took a 
series of votes on the Pride flags. Many Garland Busi-
ness District members were in favor of the flag idea. 
Not everyone was, though, according to Julie Shep-
ard, president of the business district.

“There are some businesses that feel that they 
don’t want to be asked to support or not support one 
way or the other,” Shepard said. “We certainly want 
to be accepting all nationalities, all genders, all choic-
es. We just don’t want to be picking and choosing.”

Rather than seek the approval of the business 

ROSTER TURNOVER 
CREATES CHALLENGE 

FOR COUGARS
While the transfer portal and 

NIL money have impacted WSU 
basketball recruitment, coach 
Smith is confident in finding 
good players. SPORTS, 1

MUSICFEST GIVES 
CHANCE TO 

CELEBRATE, LEARN
The music festival, which is 

hosted at Gonzaga University, 
brings 800 students together 
to compete and collaborate. 

NW, 1

WA CARES PAYROLL 
TAX SCHEDULED TO 

RESUME IN JULY
Median income earners in 

Washington making $50,100 
can expect to see $288 annual 
deduction toward long-term 

care program. NW, 1
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A dramatized video ad paid 
for by the Kootenai County 
GOP falsely implies that North 
Idaho libraries are showing 
sexually explicit materials to 
young children.

The video, posted to social 
media by the Kootenai County 

Republican Central Committee 
over the weekend, is part of a 
campaign to support candi-
dates Tim Plass and Tom Han-
ley in the Community Library 
Network board election  Tues-
day.

The  ad depicts a young ele-
mentary school age girl, per-
haps 6 years old, who comes 
home from school to tell her 

mother, who is washing dishes, 
about her day. The girl, whose 
voice can be heard off screen, 
says she went to the library 
where “a funny lady” read to 
her in a “special room for kids.” 
The woman reading to her gave 
her a hug, she said, and her face 
felt “really scratchy, like Dad’s 

Video posted by Kootenai County Republican Central 
Committee urges support for  library board candidates

KOOTENAI GOP AD MAKES BASELESS 
INSINUATIONS ABOUT LIBRARY

By Emry Dinman 
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State lawmakers have come to 
a tentative agreement on drug 
possession and public use laws 
ahead of a special session that 
begins Tuesday.

“We had a long but produc-
tive series of negotiating ses-
sions, and we believe that there 
is a tentative agreement on a re-
sponsible Blake bill,” said Sen-

ate Majority Leader Andy Bil-
lig, D-Spokane, who added that 
the compromise had bipartisan 
support.

Billig noted that, as of Mon-
day evening, caucus leaders 
were still briefing lawmakers on 
the proposed compromise and 
counting votes.

One of the most significant 
compromises in the tentative 

Lawmakers strike 
tentative compromise  

on drug possession law
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The North Hill Neighborhood Council voted to approve hanging Pride flags from light poles in the Garland District. 
Rachael Beierle, the new owner of the Garland Drinkery, helped start the effort. See FLAGS, 7
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The Dallas Stars bested Seattle 2-1  
in Game 7 of the Western Conference 
semifinal, putting an end to a possible  

run in the Stanley Cup playoffs.
SPORTS, 1

KRAKEN 
KRACKED

See DRUG POSSESSION, 7
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Linda Seppa-Salisbury, a longtime instructor with Spokane Community College, will be 
retiring after 56 years of teaching. Forty-six of those years were at SCC. See SEPPA-SALISBURY, 7

See LIBRARY, 9


