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Sunday breaks record; 
highs to hover near 90 
for next few days
By BECCA ROBBINS
The Columbian

While Sunday was a special 
day for mothers across Clark 
County, it was also a record-
breaking day when it came to 
temperatures. 

A high of 91 degrees in Van-
couver made Sunday the sec-
ond-hottest Mother’s Day on 
record, behind 94 degrees on 
May 14, 1939. The 92-degree 
high at Portland International 
Airport tied with the record 
there, set in 1973, according to 
meteorologist Jon Bonk with 
the National Weather Service 
in Portland.

Before the evening heat, the 
area also saw records for the 
warmest daily low temperature 
for Sunday. Vancouver’s 58-de-
gree low tied the warmest low 
on May 14 recorded in 2005, ac-
cording to the weather service. 
The Portland airport’s 62-de-
gree low was the warmest low 
temperature on that day and 

tied for the warmest overnight 
low for the month of May.

“In this case, we just have 
not had our normal marine air 
come in and cool us off at night, 
as we often do,” Bonk said. 
“And then combining that with 
just the continually sinking air 
from the high pressure over the 
top of us, it’s just been keeping 
our nights warm.”

Cities along the Oregon 
Coast — a popular Mother’s 
Day destination — set records 
Sunday for their warmest day 
recorded in the month of May. 
Temperatures reached 93 in 
Astoria and Seaside and 91 in 
Tillamook and Florence, the 
weather service said. 

The heat continued into Mon-
day, when temperatures in the 
Portland area again reached 
into the low 90s. (Bonk said 
Monday the weather service 
has been having problems 
with its instruments at Pearson 
Field, so readings were unavail-
able until it could be fixed. The 
next closest readings were 
from Portland International 
Airport.)

Bonk said Vancouver should 
continue to see temperatures 
hover near 90 degrees for the 

next few days before cooling off 
a bit into the lower 80s toward 
the end of the week. Still, tem-
peratures will remain above 
normal, he said. 

About halfway through the 
month, May has been warmer 
and drier than average. Bonk 
said the average daily tempera-
tures for the area throughout 

the month have been about 4 
degrees warmer than usual. 
The month’s 0.88 inch of rain 
by Monday afternoon was also 
about a quarter of an inch drier 
than normal. 

Becca Robbins: 360-735-
4522; becca.robbins@columbian.com; 
@brobbinsuo

Hot days to 

Photos by TAYLOR BALKOM/The Columbian
People sunbathe and play in the water Monday at Vancouver Lake. Temperatures are expected to remain in the mid- to upper 80s 
until the weekend. 

People walk along the Waterfront Renaissance Trail on Monday 
along the Vancouver waterfront. Several cities along the 
Washington and Oregon coasts broke records Sunday for their 
warmest days on record.

Supporters say bill 
protects legal use of 
weed outside work
By LAUREL DEMKOVICH 
Washington State Standard

OLYMPIA — Many em-
ployers will be prohibited 
from discriminating against 
job applicants for using can-
nabis legally outside of the 
workplace, under a law Gov. 
Jay Inslee signed May 9.

The bill passed in the state 
House of Representatives 57-
41 and the state Senate 28-21.

Recreational marijuana 
has been legal for adult use 
in Washington since 2012, 
and many employers in the 
state have already stopped 
testing for it. Supporters 
say the new law will protect 
people who use cannabis 

legally outside of work, but 
opponents say it could create 
unsafe workplaces. 

Under the new law, em-
ployers can still test for other 
controlled substances before 
hiring someone. They can 
also continue to test for can-
nabis in certain situations, 
such as after an accident or 
amid suspicions of a worker 
being impaired while on the 
clock.

It also does not prevent 
employers from testing after 
employment as part of main-
taining a drug and alcohol 
free workplace or as required 
under federal regulations. 

Certain positions are not 
covered by the law. For in-
stance, police, firemen, air-
line employees, corrections 
officers, first responders and 
911 dispatchers may all still 
have to test for cannabis, de-
pending on their workplace. 

The new law also exempts 
other positions where im-
pairment while working 
could present a substantial 
risk of death. 

Employers who get fed-
eral funding or follow federal 
guidelines will also likely 
continue testing, as federal 
regulations still require can-
nabis screening for employ-
ees like truck drivers. 

The bill goes into effect 
Jan. 1, 2024.

The Washington State Standard 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news outlet that provides 
original reporting, analysis and 
commentary on Washington state 
government and politics. We 
seek to keep you informed about 
Washington’s most pressing issues, 
the decisions elected leaders are 
making, how they are spending 
tax dollars and who is influencing 
public policy.

Law stymies employers’ pot test

Auto shop co-owner 
Perez champions effort
By ORION DONOVAN-SMITH
The Spokesman-Review

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A bi-
partisan movement advocating 
Americans’ right to repair their 
own phones, cars and tractors is 
gaining momentum in state legis-
latures across the country — and 
now in Congress, too.

Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Per-
ez, a Democrat who was elected 
last year to represent Southwest 
Washington and co-owns an auto 
repair shop with her husband, has 
supported two bills that would 
give consumers and independent 
repair shops access to the parts, 
tools and data needed to repair 
cars at lower costs. She said a 
trend toward pro-
prietary parts and 
throwaway prod-
ucts has raised 
costs and hurt 
small businesses.

“This is a critical 
piece of not just sup-
porting the trades, 
but also who we 
are as Americans,” 
she said. “Our cul-
tural heritage is 
really founded in 
people that believe 
in self-sufficiency, 
that we’re not con-
sumers. We were a 
nation of producers 
and we are losing 
that rapidly. The 
things that are be-
ing made now are 
increasingly designed to be dis-
posable and not repairable.”

Modern cars and trucks include 
computers and proprietary parts 
that have made drivers more reli-
ant on dealerships, rather than 
independent auto shops and af-
termarket part manufacturers 
that can offer lower costs. Perez, 
D-Skamania, gave the example 
of BMW forgoing dipsticks in its 
newer cars.

“You’re not supposed to check 
your oil if you’re driving a new 
Beemer, I guess,” she said. “You’re 
supposed to take it to the dealer-
ship. And more and more, espe-
cially with a lot of emissions con-
trols and things like that, when an 
engine throws a code, it can stop 
the entire machine from working, 
even if it’s not a mechanical prob-
lem at all.”

The REPAIR Act, which Perez 
introduced with GOP Rep. Neal 
Dunn of Florida and two other 
lawmakers, would require auto-
makers to share the data, tools and 
instructions needed to repair their 
vehicles. She said not having those 
resources hurts small businesses 
and raises costs for car owners.

“More and more, they’re invent-
ing intentionally complex fasten-
ing systems,” Perez said. “Just 
imagine the world’s most compli-
cated Phillips screw head. You’ve 
been wrenching on cars for 40 
years and here you are, you have 
to buy another tool. It doesn’t sup-
port the consumer’s experience or 
the material superiority of the ma-
chine. It’s just a way of edging out 
independent repair shops.”

The SMART Act, which she in-
troduced with Rep. Darrell Issa, a 
California Republican whose car 
alarm business helped make him 
the richest member of Congress, 
aims to lower the cost of car repairs 
and insurance after collisions. It 
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