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CHARLOTTE RENE WOODS
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

 The Republican-led Virginia 
Department of Elections elected 
to withdraw from a multi-state 
election data-sharing partner-
ship over concerns about pri-
vacy, costs and the alleged risk 
of data sharing with outside or-
ganizations being “leveraged for 
political purposes.”

Democratic lawmakers as-
serted Monday that the move 
is an e� ort to undermine voting 
access and trust in the electoral 
process.

The Electronic Registration 
Information Center (ERIC) was 
created in 2012 with Virginia 
as one of the seven founding 
members. Gov. Bob McDonnell, 
a Republican, promoted it at the 
time. The partnership allows for 
states to compare voting data to 
identify people who have died 
or moved between states and 
adjust rolls accordingly — mea-
sures that can prevent or catch 
instances of voter fraud. 

DAVE RESS
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

 It is a school where “stand-
ups” and “check-ins” — the 
latest management-speak for 
keeping big tasks on track — are 

part of daily conversation and 
also a part of why CodeRVA Re-
gional High School looks like a 
model for education nationwide.

After a two-hour visit at the 
school, where the juniors in 
Brandy Nesbitt’s science class 
were in the fi nal countdown to 
one of their 20-minute “sprints” 
— another term, this one for un-

distracted work — U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of Education Cindy 
Marten decided to scoop her-
self and announce a $25 million 
federal program to highlight 
innovative career and technical 
education programs.

Nesbitt’s students were work-
ing on a project about ocean 
chemistry and biology. 

CodeRVA exemplifi es a kind of 
personalized instruction, inte-
grated with workplace-oriented 
skills, including so-called soft 
skills, like working in teams and 
managing your time, that Mar-
ten said will be key to the Biden 
administration’s “Raise the Bar: 

‘Raise the Bar’ tour 
comes to Richmond

DANIEL SANGJIB MIN, TIMES-DISPATCH 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Cindy Marten, left, speaks with Sen. Tim Kaine and Kume Goranson, executive director of CodeRVA 
Regional High School, as she visits the school in Richmond on Monday to promote her department’s new national pathways initiative, 
Unlocking Career Success.

Dems pan 
Virginia’s 
pulling out 
of ERIC

MATTHEW BARAKAT
Associated Press 

FAIRFAX — A man with a metal 
baseball bat walked into the of-
fi ce of U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly 
in Fairfax, asked for him and then 
struck two members of his sta�  in 
the upper body with the bat, po-

lice said. It was the latest attack 
amid a sharp uptick in violence 
directed at lawmakers and their 
families.

Fairfax City Police in Northern 
Virginia said in a tweet that a sus-
pect is in custody and the victims 
are being treated for injuries that 
are not life-threatening.

In a statement posted on Twit-
ter, Connolly said the man en-
tered his district o�  ce Monday 
morning and asked for him before 
“committing an act of violence” 

against two sta�  
members.

“The thought 
that someone 
would take ad-
vantage of my 
sta� ’s accessibil-
ity to commit an 
act of violence is 
unconscionable 

and devastating,” Connolly said.
Fairfax police spokesperson Sgt. 

Lisa Gardner said police received a 
call about the attack at Connolly’s 

district o�  ce at around 10:50 a.m. 
Connolly was not working in that 
o�  ce on Monday, she said. Gard-
ner said some sta�  members hid 
during the attack.

O�  cers got to the o�  ce within 
fi ve minutes and located the sus-
pect in the o�  ce, Gardner said. 
He was taken into custody quickly 
without further incident, she said.

Connolly, a Democrat cur-
rently serving his eighth term in 
Congress, represents Virginia’s 
Fairfax County-based 11th Dis-

trict in the Washington suburbs. 
He told CNN that his o�  ce sus-
tained damage, including broken 
windows.

Other elected o�  cials from 
Virginia swiftly condemned the 
violence.

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner 
retweeted Connolly’s statement, 
calling the attack an “extraordi-
narily disturbing development.”

“Intimidation and violence 

Bat-wielding man attacks Connolly sta�ers
‘ACT OF VIOLENCE’

2 hurt in o�ce on 
Monday; suspect 
taken into custody

Connolly
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