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Going global
Keeping up with Obama portrait
artist Kehinde Wiley. T&C, PAGE A10

Not lost in translation
Transfer student Khozoev has been
a net gain for Courtland. SPORTS, PAGE B1

SEUNG MIN KIM
Associated Press

REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. —
President Joe Biden and congres-
sional leaders will likely resume
talks on Tuesday at the White
House over the debt limit as the
nation continues to edge closer
to its legal borrowing authority
with no agreement in sight.

The meeting was initially
supposed to be Friday, but was
abruptly postponed so staff-
level talks could continue before
Biden and the four congressio-
nal leaders huddled for a second
time.

Administration and congres-
sional officials said Sunday that
a meeting has not been finalized,
although Tuesday was the likeli-
est option. Biden was returning
to Washington on Monday and is
scheduled to leave for the Group
of Seven summit in Japan on
Wednesday.

Biden on Sunday did not detail
much progress in the talks, but
said he remained hopeful that
an agreement could be reached
with Republicans to avoid what
would be an unprecedented debt
default, which could trigger a fi-
nancial catastrophe.

“I remain optimistic because
I’m a congenital optimist,” Biden
told reporters while out for a bike
ride in Rehoboth Beach, Dela-
ware. “But I really think there’s
a desire on their part as well as
ours to reach an agreement. I
think we’ll be able to do it.”

Aides said talks had continued
throughout the weekend. But at
least publicly, there was little
indication that either the White
House or House Republicans
had budged from their initial
positions. Biden has called on

JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press

LONDON — Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy set off across Europe with
a long shopping list. Ukraine’s
president will head home with
much of what he wanted —
though not the Western fighter
jets he seeks to defend against
Russian air attacks.

European leaders promised
Zelenskyy an arsenal of missiles,
tanks and drones during a whirl-
wind three-day visit to Italy, the
Vatican, Germany, France and
the U.K. that sought to replenish
Ukraine’s depleted weapons sup-
plies ahead of a long-anticipated
spring offensive aimed at turning
the tide of the war.

The trip was also about shor-
ing up European political and
military support for the lon-
ger term, to ensure Ukraine can
hold any ground it takes back and
press for a favorable peace.

“They’ve got to show … they’re
in this conflict for the long term
and that they’re able to keep
sustaining this effort,” said Jus-

tin Crump, a former British tank
commander who heads security
consultancy Sibylline. “It’s not
going to be one shot and done.”

Zelenskyy’s energetic interna-
tional diplomacy over 15 months
of war has persuaded Ukraine’s
Western allies to send ever more
powerful weapons, from Ger-
man Leopard tanks to U.S. Pa-
triot missile systems and Storm
Shadow cruise missiles from the
U.K.

Pressing his case to European
leaders in person shows Zelen-
skyy’s growing confidence about
traveling abroad. It’s also an at-
tempt to get his “ducks in a row”
as Ukraine prepares a push to re-
claim territory seized by Russia,
said Patrick Bury, senior lecturer
in security at the University of
Bath.

Bury said that if Ukraine
launches an offensive “and it
doesn’t go well, there might be

a drop off in support and more
pressure to negotiate. I think he’s
just trying to bind in for as long
as he possibly can as much sup-
port as he can from the West.”

On Monday, the U.K. pledged
hundreds more air defense mis-
siles, as well as attack drones
with a range of more than 120
miles.

France, where Ukraine’s leader
met President Emmanuel Ma-
cron on Sunday, said it would
supply Ukraine with dozens of
light tanks and armored vehi-
cles, along with unspecified air
defense systems.

Zelenskyy also visited Ger-
many for talks with Chancellor
Olaf Scholz, whose initial reluc-
tance to provide Ukraine with
lethal weapons was a source of
frustration in Kyiv. Now, Ger-
many has become one of the big-
gest arms suppliers to Ukraine,
including battle tanks and the
sophisticated IRIS-T SLM
air-defense system.

During Zelenskyy’s visit Ger-
many announced another 2.7
billion euros ($3 billion) worth
of equipment, including tanks,
anti-aircraft systems and am-
munition.

Zelenskyy travels Europe
seeking arms for Ukraine
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Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, right, and Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy talk during a press conference in the garden at
Chequers, the prime minister’s official country residence, in Aylesbury, England, on Monday.

Progress
stalled as
debt limit
talks loom

CATHY DYSON
The Free Lance–Star

Bicyclists will expend a lot of
energy on a nearby track, or do
the same on a course that’s far
away, in separate attempts to
raise funds for organizations re-
lated to 9/11.

While Michael Phillips of Lo-
cust Grove gets himself ready,

physically and mentally, to ride
next month from Oceanside,
California, to Durango, Colo-
rado, another group of bicyclists,
as well as walkers and runners,
will take to a considerably flatter
course later this month.

For the first time, Dominion
Raceway in Thornburg will allow
two wheels, as well as two legs,
instead of race cars on its track
for the “Let’s Roll 12-Hour En-
durance Event” on Sunday, May
28. From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., walk-
ers, runners and bicyclists can go
around the 2-mile loop as many

times as they want.
The event is sponsored by

the September 11th National
Memorial Trail Alliance, a non-
profit that’s created a 1,300-mile
multi-use trail connecting all
three sites related to the terror-
ist attack on Sept. 11, 2001. It
starts at the Pentagon Memorial,
goes to the Flight 93 Memorial in
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, then
to Ground Zero Memorial Park
in New York City before leading
back to the Pentagon.

Cycling for a good cause

PROVIDED BY MICHAEL PHILLIPS

Builder Michael Phillips of Locust
Grove will cross the frontier on his
bike next month to raise money
for an organization that honors a
New York firefighter who died for
others on 9/11.

KEITH EPPS
The Free Lance–Star

A Fredericksburg detective
is investigating a local woman
suspected of stealing more than
$318,000 from a city-based
business, court records show.

According to an affidavit for
a search warrant filed in Fred-
ericksburg Circuit Court, the
owner of the Tagare Corpo-
ration on Lafayette Boulevard
contacted city police last month
after noticing a discrepancy in
one of the accounts they manage.

She researched the matter fur-
ther and discovered that a former
employee had written several
checks against that account and
others. The employee is named
in court records, but has not yet
been charged.

The affidavit written by De-
tective Johnny Wright states
that the employee was hired
sometime in 2020 to keep track
of various accounts the company
manages. The employee and the
owner are the only people who

Police suspect
former worker
in $318k theft

President shoring up
political support for
war against Russia

MAURO SCROBOGNA, LAPRESSE VIA AP

People holding Ukrainian flags and a sign reading ‘Welcome President.
Glory to Ukraine’ gather for the motorcade of Ukrainian President
Volodymr Zelenskyy on Saturday in downtown Rome.

Biden said he remains
hopeful of making deal

Locals use physical
feats to raise funds
for 9/11 nonprofits
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