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FROM STAFF REPORTS

A 34-year-old Danville man is
facing a charge of second-degree
murder following a deadly shoot-
ing Sunday night.

Authorities responded to a call
of shots fired at about 11 p.m. in
the 700 block of Hughes Street.

When offi-
cers arrived they
found 38-year-
old Randy La-
mar Womack, of
Danville, suffer-
ing from multiple
gunshot wounds,
police wrote in a
news release.

Womack was taken to Sovah
Health-Danville where he was
pronounced dead.

Authorities charged Omar Ra-

shad Chandler with second-de-
gree murder. More charges are
possible for Chandler, who is be-
ing held in the Danville City Jail
under no bond.

This marks the second Danville
homicide in two weeks. On May
1, 37-year-old Marcus Hairston
died in a shooting at Woodside
Village Apartments.

Two individuals — labeled as
“persons of interest” — are in
custody in connection with that
incident. Both people are being

held on unrelated charges, au-
thorities reported earlier this
month.

It was in the early morning
hours May 1 when Danville police
officers responded to Woodside
Village Apartments in the 1300
block of Piney Forest Road.

When they arrived, they found
Hairston shot. Officers admin-
istered CPR, but he was pro-
nounced dead at the scene, police
said. Two other people suffered
non-life-threatening injuries in

that incident.
Anyone who has information is

asked to contact the Danville Po-
lice Department by calling patrol
at 434-799-6510 option 4; in-
vestigations at 434-799-6508
option 1, and option 1 again; 911;
or Crime Stoppers at 434-793-
0000.

In addition, residents may ap-
proach any officer they see, use
social media, email crimetips@
danvilleva.gov, or use the crime
tips app CARE.

Suspect charged with second-degree murder in shooting

JOHN R. CRANE
jcrane@registerbee.com
434-791-7987

Caesars Virginia’s temporary
facility, Danville Casino, opened
to the public Monday morning
following a brief ribbon-cutting
ceremony held by casino and city
and state officials.

Hundreds of eager patrons lined
up along the front of the build-
ing from both sides waiting for
the doors to open shortly before
10 a.m.

A line of customers snaked
along West Main Street and
stretched alongside Bishop Road
before ending at the front en-
trance of the building.

Customers poured into School-
field from all over the region to
play slots and take their chances
at craps, roulette, blackjack and
other games.

“I want to play some poker
and put on my poker face,” said
Axton resident Deante Keen,
while waiting in line to enter the
40,000-square-foot facility.

Keen, who owns and operates

Big Buddy’s Moving Co., came
with George Haislip, who is also
with the company.

“I’ve come to play the slots, to
try my hand one time,” said Hais-
lip, who lives in Martinsville.

During the ceremony, officials

kept their remarks brief due to ev-
eryone’s anticipation, especially
that of waiting patrons, and the
fast-approaching 10 a.m. open-
ing time.

“Welcome, you all, to Danville,”
Mayor Alonzo Jones shouted to

customers during his remarks.
The opening of the Danville Ca-

sino, which will be the temporary
Caesars Virginia casino until the
permanent facility is complete
in late 2024, comes after being
nearly five years in the making.

Curious visitors have been
dropping by the Schoolfield area
for months to see the casino be-
ing built and city officials have
received calls about the gaming
establishment.

“Danville is real excited,” Jones
told the crowd. “Our phones have
been blowing off the hook [with]
people from all over the Carolinas,
all over the state of Virginia.

Barron Fuller, regional president
for Caesars Entertainment, said,
“This has been a long journey.”

Fuller expressed gratitude to the
community for the part it played
in getting the casino to Danville.

“We want to thank everybody in
the crowd today that helped us get
where we are today,” he said.

He also reminded everyone of
the $650 million permanent ca-
sino under construction while

the temporary facility will be in
operation.

“We got the land, we got a plan
— the $650 million big bad boy
being built behind us, opening in
late 2024,” Fuller said.

Delegate Danny Marshall,
R-Danville, pointed out that the
casino referendum in November
2020 passed by a large margin.

“Sixty-nine percent of voters
said ‘yes,’” Marshall said, also
referring to the transformational
nature of the Caesars Virginia
project. “Monday, May 15, 2023 is
going to be one of those dates that
will be remembered as a turning
point in history in Danville.”

There will be 1,350 jobs paying
above the prevailing wage when
the main Caesars Virginia opens,
he added.

‘Turning point in history’
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Patrons play games at Danville Casino, Caesars Virginia’s temporary gaming facility, after it opened its doors Monday morning in Schoolfield. The facility will be in operation until the $650
million permanent Caesars Virginia casino is complete in late 2024.
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‘Let’s get these doors open,’ general manager says before patrons flood into Danville Casino

Eager patrons line up outside the Danville Casino waiting for the doors to
open for the first time at the temporary casino Monday.

WATCH: For video of
the opening, point your
smartphone camera at
the QR code, then tap

the link.
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