
“It makes

conservation an

equal among the

multiple uses that

we manage for.

There are rules around how

we do solar development.

There are rules around how

we do oil and gas. There have

not been rules around how

we deliver on the portions of

(federal law) that say,

‘Manage for fi�sh and wildlife

habitat, manage for clean

water.’ ”
Tracy Stone-Manning
Director of the Bureau of Land Management

BILLINGS, Mont. – The Biden ad-
ministration wants to put conserving
vast government-owned lands on
equal footing with oil drilling, livestock
grazing and other interests, according
to a top administration offi�cial who de-
fended the idea against criticism that it
would interfere with industry.

The proposal would allow conserva-
tionists and others to lease federally
owned land to restore it, much the
same way oil companies buy leases to
drill and ranchers pay to graze cattle.
Companies could also buy conserva-
tion leases – for example, oil drillers
might want to off�set damage to public
land by restoring acreage elsewhere.

Tracy Stone-Manning, director of
the Bureau of Land Management, said
in an interview with The Associated
Press that the proposed changes would
address rising pressure from climate
change and development. While the
bureau previously issued leases for
conservation in limited cases, it has

never had a dedicated program for it,
she said.

“It makes conservation an equal
among the multiple uses that we man-
age for,” Stone-Manning said. “There
are rules around how we do solar devel-
opment. There are rules around how
we do oil and gas. There have not been
rules around how we deliver on the
portions of (federal law) that say, ‘Man-
age for fi�sh and wildlife habitat, man-
age for clean water.’ ”

The pending rule also would pro-
mote establishing more areas of “criti-
cal environmental concern” due to their
historic or cultural signifi�cance, or their
importance for wildlife conservation.
More than 1,000 such sites covering
about 33,000 square miles have been
designated previously.

By comparison, about 242,000
square miles of bureau land are open to
grazing livestock.

But more than a century after the
U.S. started selling oil and gas leases,
the conservation idea is stirring debate 

Biden wants to lease
land for conservation

A Biden administration proposal would allow conservationists and others to lease federally owned land to restore it,
much as oil companies buy leases to drill and ranchers pay to graze cattle. MATTHEW BROWN/AP FILE

Restoration of federally owned tracts one option
Matthew Brown
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Utah’s spot on the national fi�lm-
making scene received a huge boost
this spring when it was announced
that Kevin Costner was returning to
the Beehive State to fi�lm his much-an-
ticipated “Horizon, an American Saga”
series.

Now, with that fi�lm and several oth-
ers set for production dates in Utah
this year, state offi�cials say they expect
to see a huge boost in economic activ-
ity, with hopes that a rising reputation
as a go-to location for future projects
could develop into a much larger long-
er-term payoff�.

To that end, the Utah Film Commis-
sion offi�cially gave the go-ahead to fi�ve
new movie productions scheduled for
this year, with economic impact ana-
lysts suggesting the projects could
bring some $84.7 million worth of eco-
nomic impact to some of the state’s
most rural areas.

Costner’s “Horizon: An American
Saga” accounts for much of that total,
with production of the star’s planned
Western epic already fi�lming in some
of Washington County’s scenic red-
rock country.

Other productions are driving simi-
lar interest, such as “Haul Out the Hol-
ly 2”, a sequel to the Hallmark Chan-
nel’s No. 1 holiday fi�lm from last year.

“Utah continues to be a wonderful
place for Hallmark content,” said Da-
vid Wulf, Utah-based producer. “Its
small towns coupled with its city 

5 movies 
in Utah
expected
to generate
$85 million
David DeMille
St. George Spectrum & Daily News
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Kevin Coster, shown here in his
starring role in the hit series
“Yellowstone,” is starring and
directing his new “Horizon, an
American Saga” series in Utah.
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To the relief of many, the Federal
Housing Finance Agency (FHFA) has
canceled its plan to change a mortgage
fee for people with certain debt-to-in-
come ratios.

The fee would have been levied on
certain borrowers with debt-to-income
(DTI) ratios above 40%. DTI is the por-
tion of your pretax monthly income
spent on paying recurring debts, includ-
ing mortgages, rent and credit card bal-
ances. This new fee was supposed to go
into eff�ect on May 1, with other changes
based on credit score and loan size, de-
layed until Aug. 1 due to industry push-

back, and now scrapped as of Wednes-
day.

“It was clear from the outset that this
upfront fee would hurt future mortgage

borrowers,” said Warren Davidson, Ohio
congressman and chairman of the Sub-
committee on Housing and Insurance. 

How would the DTI ratio 
fee have hurt borrowers? 

Borrowers with a DTI ratio above 40%
would have had to pay an additional
0.375% fee on their home loan that Fan-
nie Mae and Freddie Mac would acquire.

On a $300,000 loan that would have
translated into a $1,125 upfront fee. Or if
a borrower couldn’t pay that and chose a
higher interest rate instead, it would cost
another $24.75 a month. Over 30 years
that would mean an additional $8,910. 

On its own, a DTI ratio also isn’t a
strong indicator of a borrower’s ability to
repay loans, said Robert Broeksmit,
president and chief executive of the
Mortgage Bankers Association, an in-

dustry group. 
“There’s also the unfairness issue,”

said Andrew Ryan, sales operation man-
ager at Cornerstone Home Lending in
California. “A couple could have a near
perfect credit score, with no credit card
debt, pay their bills on time but through
no fault of their own have a DTI ratio of
41%,” and have to pay the fee, he said.

Other agencies like Veterans Aff�airs,
U.S. Department of Agriculture and Fed-
eral Housing Administration loans allow
a 50% DTI ratio without a mortgage fee
adjustment, Ryan said. “So, the FHFA for
Freddie and Fannie (loans) are out of
step.”

What’s next?

Now that fears over the DTI ratio fee 

FHFA backs off� its proposal for new mortgage fee
What change will 
mean for homebuyers

Medora Lee
USA TODAY

Now that fears over the DTI ratio fee
have subsided, there’s still concern
over fee changes based on credit
scores and down payment sizes that
went into effect May 1. GETTY IMAGES
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