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‘Monster in the Rocky
Mountains’ awaits Lakers

They prepare to face top-seeded Nuggets in
NBA Western Conference fi�nals. In Sports

50 Cent talks about tour,
his influence on hip-hop

Rapper jokes that 20th anniversary of “Get Rich
or Die Tryin’ ” means “I’m getting old.” In Life

Hawaiian
bartenders
reclaim 
the mai tai

Tiki bar owners move
away from controversial
decor and seek to add
their own touch of
Hawaii. In Money
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KEEP YOUR BRAIN IN SHAPE EXTRA PUZZLES IN LIFE

A runoff� between President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and his main rival, op-
position leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu,
will take place following a tight elec-
tion race in Turkey, the country’s elec-
toral chief said Monday.

Ahmet Yener, the head of Turkey’s
Supreme Electoral Board, said the
presidential race will go to a second
round on May 28 as incumbent Erdo-
gan fell just short of an outright victory.

With the unoffi�cial count nearly com-
pleted, support for Erdogan, who has
ruled for 20 years with an increasingly
authoritarian grip, dipped below the
majority required to win reelection out-
right. Erdogan had 49.5% of the vote,
while Kilicdaroglu had 44.8%, according
to the state-run news agency Anadolu.

Voters in Turkey were largely con-
cerned about domestic issues such as
the economy, civil rights and a Febru-
ary earthquake that killed more than
50,000 people. But Western nations
and investors also awaited the out-
come. Turkey’s main benchmark stock
index fell more than 6% in early trad-
ing Monday as investors absorbed the
uncertain election results, before re-
covering to about 2.5% down.

The election could determine if a
NATO ally that straddles Europe and
Asia but borders Syria and Iran remains
under Erdogan’s control. He has raised
the country’s profi�le but also eroded its
democratic institutions and imple-
mented economic policies that have
rocked the nation’s economy. Turkey is
one of the world’s biggest jailer of jour-
nalists. Kilicdaroglu has promised to
restore stability to Turkey’s economy,
foster better relations with the U.S. and
other Western allies and return the
country to a more democratic path. He
would also likely put the mostly Muslim
nation on a more secular course.

Both sides have projected confi�-
dence that they can win the runoff�. 

However, Howard Eissenstat, an as-
sociate professor of Middle East history
and politics at St. Lawrence University
in New York, said Erdogan would prob-
ably have an advantage in a runoff� be-
cause the president’s party was likely
to do better in a parliamentary election
also held Sunday. Voters would not
want a “divided government,” he said.

Contributing: The Associated Press

Turkey’s
election
headed 
to runoff� 
Race matters far beyond
NATO nation’s borders
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Supporters of Turkey’s leader Recep
Tayyip Erdogan await election results
Sunday in Istanbul. A runoff will be
held May 28. AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Buckle up. The world’s most infl�uential natural
weather feature is shifting gears. 

An El Niño is building along the equator in the
eastern Pacifi�c Ocean, and chances are above normal
it will be a strong El Niño, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration says. That could have
dramatic consequences in the United States and
around the globe this year and into next year. 

Climate scientists are especially concerned about
the potential for hotter temperatures. Given things al-
ready are warmer than normal, they say, a strong El Ni-
ño could send global average temperatures soaring.

El Niño is a natural climate pattern. It’s counterpart,
La Niña, ended over the winter after three years of di-
sastrous weather. 

The most recent ocean temperature in the El Niño
region, the central and eastern tropical Pacifi�c Ocean,
was just 0.1 degrees Celsius from the threshold needed
to declare an El Niño, Nat Johnson, with NOAA’S
Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory, wrote in a
blog post published Thursday.

A building El Niño
in Pacifi�c could dial
heat up worldwide

April set heat records worldwide
The Pacifi�c Ocean was already warm even as the El Niño began 
to brew. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
April summary reflects the warming temperatures:

h Global average ocean temperatures set a record high for 
the month of April at 1.55 degrees Fahrenheit above the 
long-term average.

h It was just .02 degrees shy of the record-warm ocean
temperatures set in January 2016 during a strong El Niño.

h The Southern Hemisphere saw its warmest month on record.

h The global average temperature was the fourth-warmest April 
in NOAA’s 174-year record, 1.8 degrees above the 20th-century
average of 56.7 degrees.

h April was the 530th consecutive month with temperatures 
above the 20th-century average.

Robert Romero, 5, cools off at Mistlin Sports Park in Ripon, Calif.,
as spring temperatures spiked into the 90s on April 27. 
CLIFFORD OTO/USA TODAY NETWORK

Ocean surface temperatures signal
possibility of a dramatic shift

Dinah Voyles Pulver, Doyle Rice 
and Ramon Padilla
USA TODAY
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From the time Patrick Ben III decid-
ed he would go to college, there
seemed to be an obstacle at every turn.

The high school he attended on Chi-
cago’s South Side off�ered few of the
advantages wealthier kids got. There
were no Advanced Placement courses,
and little help was available with col-
lege and fi�nancial aid applications.

“I understood that a lot of the things
I did to prepare for college I would have

to do myself,” said Ben, who is Black.
When he fi�nally made it to the Uni-

versity of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign, the shortcomings of his high
school were laid bare. Other students
from more affl�uent places “were sitting
there in class talking about how they’ve
already done this stuff�, where I’m think-
ing, all of this is new to me.”

These things “just reminded me of
what I already knew about the politics of
education and the lack of resources in
low-income communities when it comes
to schools,” said Ben, now 22 and about

to graduate and return to Chicago to
teach while pursuing a master’s degree.

“I can’t be mad that the opportunities
are diff�erent,” he said, “because it’s out of
my control. It’s just the way society is.”

As states push back against diversity
programs at public universities and the
Supreme Court considers whether to
eliminate affi�rmative action in admis-
sions, a central question remains:
whether the playing fi�eld has fi�nally
been leveled, especially between white 

When he was in high school in Chicago, “I understood that a lot of the things I did to prepare for college I would have to do
myself,” said Patrick Ben III, who went on to the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. CAMILLA FORTE/THE HECHINGER REPORT

College resource divide
is only growing wider
For Black students, disparities still build outsize barriers
Jon Marcus
The Hechinger Report
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