
Tuesday, May 16, 2023

TYLERPAPER.COM $2.00inform. inspire. involve. #inetx

What’s inside
Advice ................................................. 6B
Classifieds ......................................... 4B
Comics ................................................ 5B
Variety ................................................ 6B
Opinion ............................................... 4A

Today’s weather

Storm.
High of 80.

THREE-DAY FORECAST, PAGE 6A

WEATHER
FORECAST
BROUGHT
TO YOU BY

It is the policy of the Tyler
Morning Telegraph to correct
errors. Direct requests for
corrections or clarifications
to Editor Tim Thorsen at (903)
237-7759 or Managing Editor
Santana Wood at (903) 237-7749.

Editorial/newsroom
Editor Tim Thorsen
(903) 237-7759
tthorsen@mrobertsmedia.com
Managing Editor Santana Wood
(903) 237-7749
swood@tylerpaper.com

Circulation customer service
(903) 597-1121
csr@mrobertsmedia.com

Need assistance?

Corrections

© 2023, TYLER MORNING TELEGRAPH

SPORTS
Brook Hill softball
finishes runner up
The Lady Guard placed second
at the TAPPS state softball
tournament. Page 1B
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THE NATION
GOP rules could help
Trump win nomination
In 2024, more states will award
delegates through winner-take-
all primaries — a system that
helped Trump when opponents
divided the vote, allowing him
to be awarded all or most of
the delegates with less than
majority support. Page 2A

Bible verse
“As you do not know the
path of the wind, or how the
body is formed in a moth-
er’s womb, so you cannot
understand the work of God,
the Maker of all things.”
(Ecclesiastes 11:5)
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BY POOJA SALHOTRA
The Texas Tribune

LUFKIN — Nearly two decades ago,
Roxzine Stinson helped usher a new vot-
ing model into Lubbock County. Now,
she and other election administrators
across Texas are bracing for its possible
demise.

Last month, the state Senate passed a
bill that would eliminate vote centers —
polling locations scattered throughout
the county that any registered voter can
vote at — on Election Day and require
residents to vote at an assigned precinct,
typically in their neighborhood. Senate
Bill 990, authored by Republican Sen.
Bob Hall of Edgewood passed along party
lines in the Senate and has been referred
to the House Elections Committee.

“I really hate taking a step back after
we’ve moved forward the way we have,”
Stinson said.

It is not clear if the bill will gain suffi-
cient support to pass through the lower
chamber. A hearing has not been sched-
uled, and just over two weeks remain in
the regular legislative session. The bill’s
movement has nonetheless left voting
rights advocates and local government
officials concerned. They say vote cen-
ters are widely popular, and prohibiting
them would saddle election offices with
logistical and financial burdens.

“It is stunning to me that this bill has
moved forward,” said Anthony Guti-
errez, executive director of Common
Cause Texas. “Countywide voting is the

Voting bill worries election leaders

Les Hassell/Longview News-Journal File

Last month, the Texas Senate passed a bill that would eliminate vote
centers on Election Day and require residents to vote at an assigned
precinct, typically in their neighborhood.

BY JENNIFER SCOTT
jscott@tylerpaper.com

A
fter adjusting
his boutonnière,
Cody Ingram
walked inside

the Rose Garden Center
in time to dance the night
away for the annual Roy-
al Crystal Ball, a prom
catered to those with
special needs, and was
happily greeted by his
peers.

“This is everything to
them,” said Laura Harris,
director of Mary Nell’s
Close to Home, which
was the organization that
hosted Friday night’s
event. “They are super
excited, they get ready …

for the Crystal Ball, and
they get their tuxes and
dresses together. They
are always here before
me, that should tell you
how excited they are. It’s
very heartwarming to
see.”

The dance gives those
in the community with
special needs a chance
to socialize and have fun
with their peers while
‘cutting a rug.’

“Being able to put this
together just makes my
heart aflutter because
I know how much this
means to them,” said
Tamina Wells, admin-
istrator of Mary Nell’s

Royal Crystal Ball
Annual prom provides night of dancing and fun for local special needs community

Jennifer Scott/Tyler Morning Telegraph

Attendees dance the night away Friday at the Royal Crystal Ball, a prom catered to those with special needs, held at the Tyler Rose Garden Center.

From Staff Reports

The Brook Hill School
Class of 2023 closed a chap-
ter Saturday night, all set
for new beginnings.

Sixty-one students
opened a new chapter after
the graduates walked the
stage at the Tyler Junior
College Wagstaff Gymnasi-
um for the school’s gradua-
tion ceremony.

Rachel Van Surksum was
the valedictorian while
James Jordan was the class
salutatorian. Each deliv-
ered a message.

The school congratulated

its students for a successful
high school career and en-
couraged them to do good
things as they move ahead to
the next chapter.

The Brook Hill is a pri-
vate, Christian day and
boarding school located
in Bullard. The Brook Hill
prides itself on a diverse
student body that challeng-
es students to work with
others. The faculty pre-
pares students to excel aca-
demically and study at the
college and university lev-
el, while emphasizing three

Brook Hill School celebrates Class of 2023 at ceremony
Courtesy

Graduates shake
hands with Head
of School Rod
Fletcher, and
other school
leadership,
during The
Brook Hill
School’s Class of
2023 gradua-
tion ceremony
Saturday night
at Tyler Junior
College Wagstaff
Gymnasium.
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