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WASHINGTON — Border
crossings have dropped by half
since Title 42 was lifted Thurs-
day night, countering early
fears that the end of the public
health order would lead to cha-
os.

The Biden administration
said Monday that the Border
Patrol has logged fewer than
5,000 unlawful crossings per
day over the last three days —

still a high figure, but far from
the more than 10,000 crossings
per day last week in the lead-up
to Title 42’s end.

The number of migrants in
federal custody is also “signifi-
cantly down,” and the adminis-
tration has deportedmore than
2,400 migrants to Mexico over
the last three days, said Blas
Nuñez-Neto, aHomeland Secu-
rity Department official over-
seeing border policy. He said
the administration has sent
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A migrant shows her appreciation to a Casa Migrante worker
as migrants cross into Brownsville from Mexico on Friday.
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Crossings continues on A7

This is the fifth European
country that Zelenskky has vis-
ited in the past three days, after
Italy, the Vatican, Germany and
France. He is seeking more aid
as Ukraine prepares a long-
awaited spring offensive to re-
take territory that Russia has
seized.

The Kremlin reacted to the
newweapons pledge “extremely
negatively,” but at the same time
believed the supplies wouldn’t
drastically change the course of
the war, spokesman Dmitry

LONDON—UkrainianPres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy, on
a whirlwind European tour,
pressed Britain on Monday to
joina“fighter jet coalition” inad-
vance of a counteroffensive
against Russian forces, instead
securing a commitment of at-
tack drones and hundredsmore
missiles.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
greeted Zelenskyy with a hand-
shake and hug after his helicop-
ter landed at Chequers, the Brit-
ish leader’s official country re-
treat. It’s Zelenskyy’s second
trip to the United Kingdom
sinceRussia invadedUkraine in
February 2022.

Peskov said Monday.
“Britain aspires to be at the

forefront among countries that
continue to pump weapons into
Ukraine,” Peskov said. “We re-
peat once again: It cannot yield
any drastic and fundamental in-
fluence on the way the special
military operation (in Ukraine)
is unfolding. But, definitely, it
leads to further destruction. ... It
makes this whole story for
Ukraine much more complicat-
ed.”

Zelenskyy said one of the

missions of his European trip
was to build a “fighter jet coali-
tion” toprovideUkrainewithvi-
tal aerial capabilities. He said
more work was needed on that
front.

While the U.K. will not pro-
vide the planes, the prime min-
ister said the countrywould join
the coalition and begin a previ-
ously announced training pro-
gram for Ukrainian fighter pi-
lots as soon as this summer.

The U.K. has become one of
Ukraine’s major military allies,
providing short-range missiles
and tanks and training 15,000
Ukrainian troopsonBritish soil.
Last week, Britain announced it
had sent Ukraine Storm Shad-
ow cruisemissiles, whose range
ismore than150miles—the first

U.K. givingmore arms to Kyiv
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Ukrainian soldiers fire a cannon near Bakhmut, a city in eastern Ukraine where fierce battles against Russian forces have been
taking place. In the past few days, Russia has stepped up attacks across Ukraine with drones and missiles.

Britain will join ‘fighter jet coalition,’ won’t supply planes
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“This is a crucial moment in Ukraine’s
resistance to a terrible war of aggression

they did not choose or provoke.”
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak

Ukraine continues on A7

Gov. Greg Abbott is threaten-
ing to call state lawmakers back
to Austin this summer if they
don’t approve private school
vouchers for millions of Texas
students before the close of the
session May 29.

The announcement comes as
the governor is rushing to bring
Republicans together on a plan
to subsidize private education in
the session’s final weeks. De-
spite his campaigning, the idea
is still opposed by many rural
Republicans in the House
whose districts depend on pub-
lic school funding.

AHouse committee met early
Monday to consider a revamped
voucher plan, which would
make the subsidies available to
students who receive special ed-
ucation resources and those in
F-rated districts. That’s a much
narrower pool of eligible stu-
dents than the one in an earlier
Senate version— about 800,000
students instead of 5.5 million.

Abbott warned late Sunday
that the House plan doesn’t go
far enough and said he would
veto it if it makes it to his desk.

“Parents and their children

Vouchers
struggle
may lead
to special
session
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WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden and congressional
leaders will resume face-to-face
talks today to avert a govern-
ment default, with the White
House expressing cautious opti-
mism as the contours of a pos-
sible deal began to come into fo-
cus.

With time running out to
strike a deal to raise the debt
limit, broad areas of negotiation
have emerged, including fixed
caps on federal spending, re-
claiming unspent funds desig-
nated for the COVID-19 emer-
gency, stiffer work require-
ments for federal benefits and
expedited permitting rules for
energy projects.

“I remain optimistic because
I’m a congenital optimist,” Bi-
den told reporters Sunday in
Rehoboth Beach, Del. He added,
“I really think there’s a desire on
their part, as well as ours, to

Biden
hopeful
on deal
over debt
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