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Beaumont police have
identified the 24-year-old
man found fatally shot at
Babe Zaharias Park on
Friday, as well as the
person accused of the
shooting.

Atrail Blaine Vallian of
Beaumontwas founddead
just after10:30p.m.Friday.
Beaumont police are still
looking for the suspect, 27-
year-oldTajiMalikMyers,
also of Beaumont.

“Beau-
mont Po-
lice Crimi-
nal Investi-
gations
Unit
worked
through-
out the
night fol-

lowingupwithwitness in-
formation, tips from the
community, and informa-
tion from patrol officers,”
Beaumont police said in a
Saturday Facebook post.

According to the post, a

vehicle allegedly belong-
ing to Myers was located
and seized, and police
conducted a search war-
rant of Myers’ reported
residence just after 7 a.m.
Saturday.

Investigators obtained a
murder warrant for
Myers, and Jefferson
County Justice of the
Peace for Pct. 1 — Place 2
Benjamin Collins Sr. set
the bond at $1 million, per
the Facebook post.

Myers was described as
heavy-set and wearing a

white tank top and left the
scenewith anunidentified
woman in a baby-blue-
colored late-’90s model
Buick LeSabre with one
broken taillight, accord-
ing to the post.

Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call
Beaumont police at 409-
832-1234. They can also
leave an anonymous tip
with Southeast Texas
Crime Stoppers at 409-
833-8477, or by download-
ing theP3 tips app on their
phone.

Police identify victim,
suspect in fatal shooting
By Matt Hollinshead
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Taji Malik
Myers

Two components of the
Beaumont ISD Memorial
Stadium could have a new
name attached by the end
of this week.

The Beaumont ISD
school board at its regular
May board meeting
Thursday will vote to ap-
prove a $1.1 million bid
from Houston-based
heavy equipment distrib-
utor Doggett Equipment
Services Group.

The bid package in-
cludes both sides of the
stadium’s press box and
the illuminated marquee
sign. If approved, the com-
pany will pay $110,000 an-
nually over10 years for the
package.

The decision to approve
the bid was initially slated
to be voted on by the
board at its April 20 meet-
ing, but the board voted to
table it until theMaymeet-
ing.

If approved, the spon-
sorshipwouldmarkan in-
creased presence by Dog-

gett in Beaumont, after it
purchased Kinsel Motors
earlier this year.

“We are excited to ex-
pand our footprint in the
Beaumont community
and to participate as a
sponsor to Beaumont
ISD,” Doggett Chief Exec-
utive Officer Leslie Dog-
gett said in the company’s
March 27 bid proposal.

This is the first bid
made public since the dis-
trict last updated its nam-
ing rights packages in Jan-
uary. The window for bid-
ding closed March 31.

Other packages ap-
proved by the school
boardwere for the playing
field, field houses, entry
gates and the stadium’s
score board, and ranged
from $150,000 to $1 mil-
lion, depending on con-
tract term length.

The board has not said
if it received any other
bids.

The meeting will be
held at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day in the district’s board
room, located at 3395 Har-
rison Ave. in Beaumont.

School board
to vote on $1.1M
stadium package
By Olivia Malick
STAFF WRITER
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Doggett Equipment Services Group’s bid package
includes both sides of Memorial Stadium’s
press box and the illuminated marquee sign.

The number of babies bornwith
syphilis in the U.S. continued its
upward climb in 2021, new data
shows, worrying doctors and
public health investigators in Tex-
as who have been trying to draw
attention to what they say is a
largely hidden crisis.

Nationally, congenital syphilis
cases rose by an “alarming” 32%
from the previous year, according

to a reportpublished lastmonthby
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Texas accounted
for the largest share of cases, 680,
and tiedMississippi for the fourth-
highest rate of congenital syphilis
in the nation with 182 cases per
100,000 live births.

“This has been a big deal,” said
Cynthia Deverson, who serves on
the regional body that reviews
congenital syphilis cases in the
greater Houston region. “It’s just
that now we have the technology

and the staffing and the education
to understand that it’s a big deal.”

Syphilis is a sexually transmit-
ted disease that can cause small,
usually painless sores that heal on
their own, regardless of whether a
person is still infected. If left un-
treated, thedisease canprogress to
later stages in which it remains
hidden, with no visible signs or
symptoms. It might take years for
complications to arise. Long-term
damage can extend to the brain,

Elizabeth Conley/Staff photographer

Dr. Irene Stafford does an ultrasound of a pregnant woman diagnosed with syphilis at UT Physicians
OBGYN clinic last month. A growing number of babies nationwide are being born with the disease.

CDC report: ‘Alarming’ rise
of babies bornwith syphilis

By Julian Gill
STAFF WRITER

Syphilis continues on A3

A Beaumont resident
has been given the go-
ahead to continue his local
swim-lesson business in
his backyard pool.

The Beaumont City
Council during a meeting
late last month unani-
mously granted a Specific
Use Permit to allow swim-
ming lessons in the Resi-
dential Single-Family
Dwelling District.

The request was sub-
mitted by homeowner
Raymond Ford, who has
been running his “Like A
Fish” adult and child
swim-lessons company
throughhisbackyardpool
located in the 4000 block

of Brace Street, according
to a memo to council
members from Assistant
City Manager of Commu-
nity Services Chris Boone.

“Like A Fish has been
providing services since
July of 2019 andhas served
over 500 children and 150
adults to learn to swim,”
Boone said in the memo.
“The program starts mid-
May and ends mid-Sep-
tember.”

Lessons for children
run from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday. Adult lessons
take place more sporadi-
cally during daylight
hours on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday. According to
the memo, Ford usually
staffs two to three employ-

ees to teach swimming
lessons, including him-
self.

“In July of 2022, the
Planning Division cited
Mr. Ford for conducting
swimming lessons in his
backyardpoolwithout the
benefit of an approved
Specific Use Permit,”
Boone said in the memo.
“The Planning Division
received complaints re-
garding parking issues
due to the swimming les-
sons offered at his resi-
dence.”

During a Joint Public
Hearing April 17, the Plan-
ning Commission unani-
mously recommended the
council approve Ford’s
Specific Use Permit re-
quest with a condition.

“Per Engineering, the
driveway can accommo-
date six cars and nine cars
can park on the street,”
the condition states. “At
no point shall cars block
driveways or restrict life
safety vehicles to navigate
the neighborhood. The
owner of the business
shall be responsible for
enforcing such parking
restrictions.”

According to the ordi-
nance, the primary park-
ing area will be in the
parking lot. Additional
customers can park on the
street, but they should not
block other driveways or
obstruct through traffic.

It will be Ford’s respon-
sibility to enforce such
parking restrictions.

City council approves Specific Use
Permit for backyard swim lessons
By Courtney Pedersen
STAFF WRITER

There soon could be
changes to half of the city
of Beaumont’s ZIP routes.

The Beaumont City
Council will have a work
session, public hearing
and vote to realign five of
the city’s 10 fixed ZIP, for-
merly known as Transit
ManagementofBeaumont,
bus routes during Tues-
day’s meeting.

The five routeswithpro-
posed realignments in-
clude Parkdale, South 11th,
Pine, South Park and
Laurel.

“The current riders will
not experience a signifi-
cant disruption or elimina-
tion of services with such
modifications,” read a
memo to council members
from Assistant City Man-
ager of Community Servic-
es Chris Boone. “Such re-
alignment will enhance
safety, improve accessi-
bility and provide more ef-
ficient routes to retain and
to attract new riders.”

According to the city
council agenda packet,
safety enhancements in-
clude avoiding excess trav-

eling and stopping, safely
boarding and exiting bus,
reducing risk and general
liability and minimizing
rerouting and delays.

Improved accessibility
stated in the packet in-
cludes “close proximity to
serve residents,” “better
service to business pa-
trons,” “(bringing) service
to new areas/added bus
stops” and efforts to “im-
prove connectivity.”

Thepacket states chang-
es proposed to improve
efficiency would “avoid
and prevent traffic conges-
tion,” “eliminate service
redundancy,” “improve
frequency of service” and
“better serve (the) transit
dependent population.”

When asked for more
details, BeaumontDirector
of Communications Lau-
renMonitz simply referred
The Enterprise back to the
information packet.

The proposed Parkdale
route would service more
storefronts while also
avoiding the freeway to
increase the safety of pe-
destrians, according to the
packet.

The South 11th proposed

City council
to vote on changes
to 5 ZIP routes
By Courtney Pedersen
STAFF WRITER

Routes continues on A3


