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ANSON - While Monday morning dawned brightly
here, sunlight also illuminated wisps of smoke at the
site of a weekend fi�re, reminding passersby of a huge
community loss.

“It was pretty well gone,” Bruce Morgan, pastor of
First Methodist Church of Anson said about arrived at
the 115-year-old church in the middle of the night to see
the sanctuary engulfed in fl�ames.

Morgan said the building was apparently struck by
lightning early Friday evening, when heavy storms
pushed through the Anson-Abilene area. 

Jones County Judge Dale Spurgin said an offi�cial
cause has not been determined but he, too, believes
lightning is to blame.

A fi�re is believed to have smoldered until bursting
into fl�ames between 3 and 3:15 a.m. Saturday. First re-
sponders from Abilene, Hawley, Stamford and other
places helped in the eff�ort, Morgan said.

Ironically, a member of the Anson volunteer unit on
the scene was Christian Ratliff�, an Anson High School
senior who graduates later this month. He is a member
of First Methodist.

“He was fi�ghting his own church’s fi�re,” Morgan
said.

‘Pretty well gone’

The back wall of First Methodist Church of Anson is all that stands Monday after a weekend fi�re destroyed
the 115-year-old sanctuary. PHOTOS BY GREG JAKLEWICZ/REPORTER-NEWS

Lightning suspected in fi�re that destroys historic Anson church

Greg Jaklewicz
Abilene Reporter-News | USA TODAY NETWORK – TEXAS

See CHURCH FIRE, Page 4A

The north main entrance to First Methodist Church
of Anson after Saturday’s fi�re that destroyed the
historic sanctuary. 

WASHINGTON – Texas Republicans in Congress
celebrated the U.S. House passing a hard-fought bor-
der security bill that was crafted with help from Reps.
Chip Roy, Michael McCaul and John Carter but
passed without a single Democratic vote last week.

During a charged partisan debate, Roy, of Hays
County, described the need for a crackdown after the
“abject failure” of the Biden administration’s immi-
gration policies allowed a “wide-open border.” U.S.
Rep. Greg Casar, D-Austin, said the bill was “anti-im-
migrant” and would “destroy the asylum system.”

The 219-213 vote Thursday (with two Republican
votes against the measure) underscored the divide
between the GOP and Biden by calling for a return to
Trump-era policies, including restarting construc-
tion of the border wall for 900 miles and ending most
asylum protections.

The bill, HR 2, is titled the Secure the Border Act,
but Democrats on the House fl�oor kept calling it the
Child Deportation Act.

“We’re here today because of the abject failure of 

Border
security
measure
lauded
Republican Texans
celebrate federal bill
Maria Recio
Special to Austin American-Statesman | USA TODAY NETWORK

See BORDER, Page 2A

To the relief of many, the Federal Housing Finance
Agency (FHFA) has canceled its plan to change a
mortgage fee for people with certain debt-to-income
ratios.

The fee would have been levied on certain borrow-
ers with debt-to-income (DTI) ratios above 40%. DTI
is the portion of your pretax monthly income spent
on paying recurring debts, including mortgages, rent
and credit card balances. This new fee was supposed
to go into eff�ect on May 1, with other changes based
on credit score and loan size, delayed until Aug. 1 due
to industry pushback, and now scrapped as of
Wednesday.

“It was clear from the outset that this upfront fee
would hurt future mortgage borrowers,” said Warren
Davidson, Ohio congressman and chairman of the
Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance. 

How would the DTI ratio 
fee have hurt borrowers? 

Borrowers with a DTI ratio above 40% would have
had to pay an additional 0.375% fee on their home
loan that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac would ac-
quire.

FHFA ends
plan for new
mortgage fee

See MORTGAGE FEE, Page 2A

What change will 
mean for homebuyers
Medora Lee
USA TODAY


