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With the legislative clock ticking
down, Gov. Greg Abbott said Sunday
that he would veto the Texas House’s
latest slimmed-down version of a Sen-
ate school voucher bill and threatened
to call lawmakers back for a special
session to hammer out a proposal that
would provide “meaningful school
choice.” 

“Texas parents and their children
deserve the time and eff�ort it will take
to pass critical school choice legisla-
tion this session,” Abbott said in a
tweet Sunday, just a day before the
House Public Education Committee
was set to take up Senate Bill 8.

The bill, authored by Sen. Brandon
Creighton, R-Conroe, proposed creat-
ing education savings accounts and
making state funding available to par-
ents for their children’s private educa-
tion. Since the bill moved from the
Senate to the House, the number of
children eligible for the program has
dwindled from most of the 5.5 million
Texas students to 800,000.

School choice has become a linch-
pin this legislative session for Abbott,
who has toured numerous private
schools across the state to tout the is-
sue. 

Though the House Public Education
Committee would fi�rst need to ad-
vance any school choice proposal to
the full chamber for a vote, House
members have signaled their displea-
sure about such legislation. The House
also approved its version of the state
budget with a prohibition on using
public funds for private education. 

The original version of SB 8 would 
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Rep. Brad Buckley, R-Killeen, listens
to testimony about Senate Bill 8 at
the House Public Education
Committee meeting Monday at the
Capitol. JAY JANNER/AMERICAN-STATESMAN
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Buckle up. The world’s most infl�u-
ential natural weather feature is shift-
ing gears. 

An El Niño is building along the
equator in the eastern Pacifi�c Ocean,

and chances are above normal it will be
a strong El Niño, the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration says.
That could have dramatic conse-
quences in the United States and
around the globe this year and into next
year. 

Climate scientists are especially con-
cerned about the potential for hotter
temperatures. Given that things already
are warmer than normal, they say, a
strong El Niño could send global average

temperatures soaring to a record high.
El Niño is a natural climate pattern.

Its counterpart, La Niña, ended over the
winter after three years of disastrous
weather. 

The most recent ocean temperature
in the El Niño region, the central and
eastern tropical Pacifi�c Ocean, was just
0.1 degrees Celsius from the threshold
needed to declare an El Niño, Nat 

Building El Niño may dial up heat
Scientists predicting 
a declaration by July
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Last weekend Marenna Crawford, 17, went to prom wearing a
red, corsetted dress with off�-the-shoulder sleeves and a long
train. Last weekend, the Round Rock senior also learned that her
health care team at Dell Children’s Medical Center no longer
works there. 

Marenna was 6 months old the fi�rst time she was diagnosed
with kidney cancer and 3 years old the second time. 

Her treatment included radiation to shrink the cancer to her
abdomen. A side eff�ect was that it could cause premature meno-
pause if she didn’t have hormone replacements. 

Her father, Tom Crawford, said he got a call Friday from the
Dell Children’s Adolescent Medicine clinic to notify him that all
the doctors at the clinic were leaving. The family would have to
get care for her elsewhere, he said. 

A second call confi�rmed that there were “no doctors in the 

Dell Children’s loses staff�ers amid Paxton inquiry

Marenna Crawford, 17, opens a prescription bag at her Round Rock home on Sunday. Crawford went through cancer
treatment at 6 months and 3 years old, and that left her at risk of premature menopause. She relies on estrogen patches
to maintain normal hormone levels. PHOTOS BY AARON E. MARTINEZ/AMERICAN-STATESMAN

‘No doctors in the clinic’

Marenna Crawford changes an
estrogen patch Sunday. Though she
is two weeks from turning 18 and can
go to a doctor for adults instead, Dell
Children’s has her medical history
and her trust.
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