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In the wake of a fatal 
shooting at a Memphis 
library this year, the Blount 
County Public Library 
closed Monday morning  
to allow sta�  to receive 
training on how to respond 
to active shooter and mass 
violence events.

BCPL Director Manny 
Leite told � e Daily 
Times that the Memphis 
shooting, which left a 
police o�  cer dead, as 
well as requests from sta�  
led him to seek out the 
training. He also noted 
to sta�  that there had 
been a fatal stabbing in a 
Massachusetts library in 
2018.

“Unfortunately, the world 
that we live in now, this 
stu�  happens,” Leite said. 
“I think it’s better to be 
safe than sorry. We hope 
and pray that this never 
happens here, but we need 
to get our act together. We 
need to know what we 
need to do, just in case this 
ever happens.”

� e training is part one 
of three; other sessions 
involve police acting out 
active shooter scenarios 
with participants. Leite 
commented that he felt 
the other training sessions 
would be worth pursuing.

Delivered by Cpl. 
Drew Brakebill of the 
Blount County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce, the training lasted 
just under three hours 
and emphasized the 

importance of preparation. 
Brakebill told � e Daily 
Times that he provides 
the training as his primary 
job with BCSO; among 
his previous roles was a 

stint on the BCSO SWAT 
team.

He noted a signi� cant 
increase in interest in the 
training since the March 
27 Covenant School 

shooting in Nashville.
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“It’s a tragic situation that 
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Prosecutor 
ends FBI’s 
Trump-Russia 
investigation
ERIC TUCKER 
AND LINDSAY WHITEHURST
 Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A special pros-
ecutor has ended his four-year inves-
tigation into possible FBI misconduct 
in its probe of ties between Russia and 
Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign with 
withering criticism of the bureau but a 
meager court record that fell far short 
of the former president’s prediction 
he would uncover the “crime of the 
century.”

� e report Monday from special coun-
sel John Durham represents the long-
awaited culmination of an investigation 
that Trump and allies had claimed 
would expose massive wrongdoing by 
law enforcement and intelligence o�  -
cials. Instead, Durham’s investigation 
delivered underwhelming results, with 
prosecutors securing a guilty plea from 
a little-known FBI employee but losing 
the only two criminal cases they took to 
trial.

� e roughly 300-page report cata-
logs what Durham says were a series 
of missteps by the FBI and Justice 
Department as investigators undertook 
a politically explosive probe in the heat 
of the 2016 election into whether the 
Trump campaign was colluding with 
Russia to tip the outcome. It criticized 
the FBI for opening a full-� edged 
investigation based on “raw, unana-
lyzed and uncorroborated intelligence,” 
saying the speed at which it did so was 
a departure from the norm. And it said 
investigators repeatedly relied on “con-
� rmation bias,” ignoring or rationaliz-
ing away evidence that undercut their 
premise of a Trump-Russia conspiracy 
as they pushed the probe forward.

“Again, the FBI’s failure to critically 
analyze information that ran counter to 
the narrative of a Trump/Russia collu-
sive relationship exhibited throughout 
Cross� re Hurricane is extremely trou-
blesome,” the report said. “Cross� re 
Hurricane” was the FBI code name for 

BCPL staff take 
training on 
mass violence 
situations
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Cpl. Drew Brakebill of the Blount County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce tells employees of the Blount County Pub-
lic Library how to prepare for emergencies such as an active shooter during training Monday, May 15.
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A request to build 150 
townhomes o�  East Lamar 
Alexander Parkway was back 
before the Maryville Planning 
Commission Monday night .

In January, Maryville Board of 
Zoning Appeals in a split vote 
signed o�  on allowing 
townhomes to be built on the 
commercial-designated prop-
erty. � e grassy, half paved lot 
was formerly owned by Walmart, 
which abandoned plans to build a 
store. Zoned business and trans-
portation, the property required a 
special exception for townhomes 

to assure residences are appropri-
ate for the area.

Planning commissioners � rst 
saw and approved plans for the 
Smoky Mountain Crossroads 
townhomes in February, when 
developers presented how it 
would divide into buildings, open 
space and roads.

� e planning commission unan-
imously signed o�  on the more 
detailed plans Monday that give 
Home Development Inc. the 
go-ahead to start building. � e 
company still will need to apply 
for and receive all the appropriate 
permits from city sta� .

� e neighborhood is projected 
to be � nished with construction 

by 2026, said Bruce Gleisner, 
a vice president with Home 
Development Inc.

Neighbor to the property o�  
Woodland Acres Drive, Hunter 
Ramsey, has followed the devel-
opment closely in meetings. 
Ramsey raised a concern to the 
BZA in January about losing 
access to his home once construc-
tion for the townhomes starts.

Developers’ plans in February 
showed how access will be main-
tained through two di� erent 
phases of construction.

Ramsey’s driveway is currently 
connected to Woodland Acres 

Maryville planners sign off on detailed design of 150 townhomes
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A vacant lot beside Church of God Alcoa-Maryville on East 
Lamar Alexander Parkway (right side of photo) could be the 
site of a new 150-unit townhome development, Smoky Moun-
tain Crossroads.
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