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The Shelby County District Attor-
ney’s Offi�ce has joined a motion fi�led by
a Memphis defense attorney to prevent
the offi�ce of the Tennessee attorney
general from handling certain post-con-
viction cases, calling the law “unconsti-
tutional” and a violation of voters’
rights.

The motion, fi�led by lawyer Robert
Hutton on May 1, came days after a bill
was signed by Gov. Bill Lee that removed
power from local district attorneys to lit-

igate death penalty post-convictions,
often referred to as “collateral review,”
where new evidence and questions of
the competency of the convicted person
are raised.

“I was persuaded by the legal argu-
ments that the law improperly infringed
on the inherent prosecutorial discretion
of local elected district attorneys, and
also violated the rules regarding the
captions of bills providing rudimentary
notice of what the law is going to be
about,” Shelby County District Attorney
Steve Mulroy told The Commercial Ap-
peal in an email statement. “As someone
long interested in voting rights, I was

also troubled by stripping signifi�cant
power away from an offi�ce which the
state constitution guarantees to be an
elected offi�ce and gives it to an unelect-
ed offi�cial.”

The law was originally introduced as
a bill to target rape-kit backlogs, but a
later amendment stripped language ref-
erencing rape-kit testing and rewrote
the bill to take away local district attor-
neys’ ability to litigate what are known
as coram nobis petitions for death pen-
alty cases. House Minority Leader Wil-
liam Lambert, R-Portland, initially 
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Ja Morant was apparently holding up
a gun on Instagram Live – AGAIN!?! –
but he might as well have been spitting
in the faces of everybody that should
matter to him. 

The Memphis Grizzlies’ front offi�ce
that protected the star point guard the
fi�rst time it happened. The teammates
who so loyally defended him the fi�rst
time it happened. The NBA commis-
sioner who took it easy on him the fi�rst
time it happened. The corporate giant

that still released his fi�rst signature
shoe after the fi�rst time it happened. 

Everyone who supported Morant
through all the other embarrassing and
immature off�-court decisions he made
over the past year – he made them all
look like fools. 

This isn’t a gun problem, or a Second
Amendment problem.

This isn’t a media problem.
This isn’t a stress problem.
This specifi�c episode isn’t even a

friend problem, even though seemingly
every bit of trouble Morant has been in
seems to also involve his childhood
friend, Davonte Pack. But at least Pack
had the common sense to attempt to put
the phone down when Morant whipped
out his piece this time. 

No, this is a judgment problem that

should force everybody to reconsider
the path Morant is on moving forward. 

Maybe he’s just not face-of-the-
franchise material. Maybe he’s too
consumed with being like his favorite
rapper, NBA YoungBoy, instead of be-
ing a professional basketball player.
Maybe he’ll never be ready to be the
leader of this franchise. 

The Grizzlies’ Ja Morant warms up prior to the start of Game 5 between the Memphis Grizzlies and LA Lakers in their fi�rst
round NBA playoffs series at FedExForum in Memphis on April 26. CHRIS DAY/THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL 

What if Ja Morant can’t be the face of the Grizzlies?
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Winston Baccus and his wife were
prepared to leave the church they
called home for 18 years if the congre-
gation overwhelmingly supported
splitting from the United Methodist
Church.

But a congregation-wide survey
found only 49% of Collierville UMC
members would vote for the church to
disaffi�liate from the denomination, a
pleasant surprise to a group Baccus
helped form a few months prior.

“We decided, ‘Let’s do something,
let’s not just allow this to happen.
Somebody has got to be the group that
speaks out for staying United Method-
ist,’” Baccus said. “Because our pastors
and staff� decided to be neutral.”

More than 3,000 congregations
have disaffi�liated from the UMC since
2019 amid a splintering following dis-
agreements over theology and church
policy, including dealing with LGBTQ+
rights. Many are joining the Global
Methodist Church, a more conserva-
tive breakaway denomination.

A church fully disaffi�liates following
a vote among the congregation and
then ratifi�cation by voting delegates
within the annual conference, or the
regional UMC authority.

The survey results showed the
group Baccus helped lead, called Stay
UMC Collierville, had a chance. So,
they dug in their heels and doubled
their advocacy against disaffi�liation
ahead of a Feb. 26 congregation vote.
An opposing group called Traditional
Collierville Disciples, did the same.

Divided 
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