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The audiologists at Avera Medical Group Ear, 
Nose & Throat are dedicated to your hearing 
health for life. Visit us for risk-free services 
including a free consultation and free two-week 
test drive of the latest hearing technology. 

Kendra Baily 
AuD, CCC-A

409 Summit St., Suite 3200
Yankton, SD 57078

Call 605-655-1232
to schedule 

your appointment. 

Matthew D. Rumsey 
AuD, CCC-A

Hear for Life. 

Sports

KELLY HERTZ/P&D
The Yankton area received some much-needed rain from a slow-moving storm system 
over the weekend. The city officially received 2.58 inches of rain from Thursday through 
early Monday, including a 1.63 storm Friday night that left a lot of water sitting around in 
places. It was still evident Monday, as this young heron was spotted patrolling the water 
sitting in the drainage ditch north of Avera Sacred Heart Hospital. Sunny skies are ex-
pected today (Tuesday), with the next chance of rain cropping up Thursday. For forecast 
details, see page 2.

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

LINCOLN, Neb. — Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen 
supports a legislative bill to accelerate highway 
projects, which could benefit a proposed U.S. High-
way 81 expressway between Yankton and Norfolk, 
Nebraska.

District 40 State Sen. Barry DeKay of Niobrara 

sees the bill, introduced as LB 
706, as providing an opportunity 
to create the divided four-lane 
highway in northeast Nebraska.

Currently, the 57-mile stretch 
of U.S. 81 from Yankton to Norfolk 
consists of a patchwork of two- and four-lane high-
way through winding, hilly terrain. The highway 
has raised safety concerns, particularly with the 

occurrence of fatal accidents in recent years.
DeKay previously introduced LB 464, which 

would require the Nebraska Department of Trans-
portation (NDOT) to plan, design and purchase 
rights-of-way for US 81.

However, a state senator has maintained a 
weeks-long filibuster to block a bill banning gender-
affirming procedures for minors. The move has 
stymied floor action in the unicameral.

“Things are still backlogged because of the 
filibuster. Just about every bill is going to a cloture 
vote,” DeKay told the Press & Dakotan. “My bill 

BY STU WHITNEY
© 2023, South Dakota News Watch

It’s a well-worn adage that politics are about 
timing, and that’s especially true when it comes to 
citizen-led ballot measures in South Dakota.

Back in 2016, New York-based nonprofit Open 
Primaries helped fund a petition effort to change 
South Dakota’s electoral system with Amendment 
V, teaming with local Democratic Party stalwarts 
Rick Weiland and Drey Samuelson to build sup-
port.

The constitutional amendment aimed to cir-
cumvent party primaries with nonpartisan races, 
in which voters would consider candidates on an 
open ballot with no party designations and send 
the top two vote-getters to the general election.

In a state dominated by the Republican Party, 
where Donald Trump captured nearly two-thirds 

of the vote in that 2016 election, the concept was 
received coolly, especially after GOP heavyweights 
such as Sen. John Thune and then-Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard opposed it with money and political 
muscle.

Amendment V was rejected. But the fact that it 
received 44.5% of the vote confirmed Joe Kirby’s 
suspicions that the open primary concept could 
be retooled and resurrected to face fresh judgment 
from South Dakota voters when the time was right.

“That amendment was a hard product to sell,” 
said Kirby, a Sioux Falls businessman and govern-
ment reform advocate who is spearheading a 2024 
campaign for open primaries with party labels 
intact. 

“There was a lot of criticism from people who 
want to know what party the candidates are in. 

SD Open Primary Question May Make ‘24 Ballot

BY CORA VAN OLSON
cora.vanolson@yankton.net

After hearing a detailed 
review of all services and costs 
associated with building and 
furnishing the Yankton School 
District’s (YSD) planned Trail-
head Learning Center (TLC), 
the school board has approved 
a construction agreement with 
McGough Construction. 

Clark Hagen, the gen-
eral manager of McGough 
Construction, was on hand 
at a special school board 
meeting Monday to present a 
comprehensive project cost 
overview. Hagen also answered 
school board members’ ques-
tions in anticipation of a vote 
on whether to enter into a 
guaranteed maximum price 
(GMP) contract with McGough. 
A GMP contract places a maxi-
mum cap on project costs and 
scope of work, regardless of 
the actual costs incurred.

The school board ap-
proved the CMP agreement 
with McGough unanimously 
at Monday’s meeting. That con-
tract will be paid with the ap-
proximately $27 million raised 

selling YSD 
capital outlay 
certificates. 

Hagen’s 
presentation 
began with an 
overview of all 
hard construc-
tion costs, 
including 
miscellaneous 
costs and 

fees. Also included was a 2.99% 
construction contingency cost. 
The grand total came in at 
$27,950,478, which is consis-
tent with what YSD admin-
istrators and school board 
members were expecting. 

However, the project could 
also cost more, Hagen warned. 

In the latter part of the 
update, Hagen presented soft 
costs associated with the 
project, some of which have 
already come in, like consult-
ing fees, but others which are 
far off and are being estimated. 
Other soft costs — including 
carpeting, interior walls, fur-
niture, equipment and fees — 
could add another $4,060,478 

Arrest Made In 
Yankton Church 

Hit-And-Run
From P&D Staff Reports

Police have made an arrest 
in connection with the damage 
caused to Yankton’s United Church 
of Christ (UCC) in a hit-and-run 
vehicle incident Thursday night.

Britta Marie Drapeau, 26, of 
Yankton, was arrested Saturday for 
leaving the scene of an accident, a 
class 1 misdemeanor.

According to church officials, 
a blue Chrysler 300 ran through 
the doors of the elevator build-
ing at 11:38 p.m. Thursday, and 
drove away, causing damage to 
the doors and the hallway, leaving 
the entrance unusable for Sunday 
services, Pastor Jacqueline Hickox-
Morgan told the Press & Dakotan in 
an email. 

On Saturday, a Yankton County 
deputy was patrolling when he 
located a vehicle that matched 
the description of the vehicle that 
struck the UCC church, Yankton 
Police Chief Jason Foote told the 
Press & Dakotan in an email. 

“Yankton Police Officers were 
called to the location of this vehicle 
and confirmed the damage was con-
sistent with this incident,” he said. 
“Officers later received a phone call 
from the suspected driver who was 
identified as Britta Marie Drapeau.”

Drapeau turned herself in later 
that day, was arrested and charged. 

No other information is avail-
able at this time. 

Reflective Mood

 ANNIE TODD/ARGUS LEADER 
Tom Dempster, a former state senator and Min-
nehaha County Commissioner, speaks at a press 
conference to announce the signature drive to put 
a constitutional amendment that would allow for 
open primaries on the 2024 general election ballot 
in Sioux Falls in April. PRIMARY | PAGE 5

Construction 
Contract For New 
Facility OK’d By 

YSD Board

Bietz

A New Lane For 81 Plan?
A Proposal To Accelerate Highway 
Projects Is Backed By Gov. Pillen

DeKay KELLY HERTZ/P&D
A plan to expand Highway 81 between Norfolk, 
Nebraska, and Yankton to four lanes could benefit 
from a funding proposal currently being consid-
ered by the Nebraska Legislature.

*  *  *

Gazelles 4th, Bucks 5th At ESD Track Meet • 7 
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Scotland-Menno, 
Viborg-Hurley Split 
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