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Avian influenza continues 
across the United States
A total of 58.8 million birds infected

By Ariana Schumacher
Agweek

BROOKINGS, S.D. — The 
avian influenza outbreak con-
tinues to impact birds across 
the country.

“The current outbreak, high-
ly pathogenic avian influen-
za, is particularly in wild bird 
populations, but when it gets 
into domestic poultry it can 
cause a lot of mortalities,” said 
Angela Pillatzeki, head of the 
Veterinarian Biomedical Sci-
ences Department and director 
of the Animal Disease Research 
and Diagnostics Laboratory at 
South Dakota State University.

The current outbreak has 

been detected in domestic 
poultry and wild bird popula-
tions since March 2022. Since 
then, nationwide, 325 com-
mercial poultry flocks and 
506 backyard flocks have been 
infected, a total of 58.8 million 
birds.

In South Dakota alone 4 mil-
lion birds have been infected 
with highly pathogenic avian 
influenza since the outbreak 
began.

“Obviously, it has a great 
detrimental effect on the poul-
try industry, both turkeys and 
chickens. So, you can have high 
mortalities, you can also have a 
drop in egg production in your 

laying hens, so on an economic 
basis it can be quite devastat-
ing to commercial poultry pro-
ducers,” Pillatzeki said.

Taking the necessary pre-
cautions is key to keep avian 
influenza outbreaks at a min-
imum.

“Biosecurity is just incred-
ibly important,” Pillatzeki 
said. “That just means have 
good policies and procedures 
in place for disinfection and 
cleaning and movement of 
individuals and birds, either 
into your premise or between 
barns.”

The second class of participants is welcomed 
for an 18-month course in farming

AgritourismSD 
kicks off session
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By Ariana Schumacher
Agweek

Hitchcock, S.d.

AgritourismSD is 
welcoming their second 
class of participants, who 

are eager and excited to bring 
the public to their farms.

The Hamilton family 
recently purchased Prairie 
Bridge Lodge, adjacent to 
their farm in Hitchcock, South 
Dakota, and are looking at 
turning it into a place open to 
the public.

“We look forward to be able 
to host people here, get them 
close to nature and close to 
agriculture and just make it be 
a comfortable, relaxing time, 
but also something they can 
learn more about while they 
are here,” said April Hamilton.

They are kickstarting this 
new business venture by 
taking the AgritourismSD 
course.

“I am looking forward to 
diving deeper like learning 
how to make a business, as 
well as like what can we use 
that will best align with what 

we can do because we have 
our family operation, our 
family farm that we are doing 
full time. So being able to 
balance two different things 
at the same time,” Hamilton 
said.

The course is an 18-month 
commitment.

“We take them through a 
pretty intensive look of not 
only building their business 
and what they need for 

identifying their 
audience and 
what they want 
to offer, to just 
also exploring 
what other 
agritourism 
businesses are 
doing so they can 

get other ideas or enhance 
what they are currently 

Prairie Bridge Lodge, Hitchcock, South Dakota�

By South Dakota Newspaper 
Association

Kristi Hine, publisher of 
the True Dakotan at Wess-

ington Springs, 
was elected the 
137th president 
of the South 
Dakota Newspa-
per Association 
during the orga-
nization’s annu-
al meeting May 
12.

The member-
ship meeting 

was held at Devils Lake, N.D., 
where SDNA members and 
members of the North Dakota 
Newspaper Association con-
vened for a two-states con-
vention.

Also elected to the 2023-24 
SDNA Board of Directors were: 
first vice president Molly 
McRoberts of the Potter Coun-
ty News at Gettysburg; second 
vice president Jason Ferguson 
of the Custer County Chron-
icle; director LeeAnne Dufek 
of Hamlin County Publishing 
at Castlewood; and immediate 
past president Garrick Moritz 
of the Garretson Gazette.

“I am honored to serve as 
president of SDNA and con-
tinue with the essential work 
and advocacy of the associa-
tion to help local journalism 
across South Dakota perse-
vere, evolve and thrive,” Hine 
said.

Hine purchased the True 
Dakotan from the Wenzel 
family in 2015. Prior to that 
time, she spent 15 years in 
marketing and public rela-
tions in San Diego, Las Vegas 
and Phoenix.

“The Wenzels created a 
40-year legacy of solid com-
munity journalism here in 

Wessington Springs,” Hine 
said. “I am privileged to carry 
it forward as the publisher 
and editor of the True Dako-
tan.”

The newspaper is the offi-
cial newspaper of record for 
Jerauld County, Wessington 
Springs, Alpena, Lane and the 
Wessington Springs School 
District.

Since purchasing the True 
Dakotan, she has updat-
ed and modernized the look 
and design of the publication 
while broadening the newspa-
per’s digital product offerings.

After a fire broke out at the 
True Dakotan in 2020, she 
took on a full renovation of 
the 108-year-old newspaper 
building, making an invest-
ment on Main Street and sig-
naling to the community that 
her dedication to serving the 
area through local journalism 
runs deep.

Consistent, in-depth cov-
erage of public board meet-
ings and high school sports 
combined with detailed fea-
ture stories about people, 
businesses and organizations 
within local communities are 
just a few of the reasons why 
newspapers are a trusted and 
vital part of their communi-
ties, Hine said.

“From news about homi-
cides to bowling leagues and 
everything in between, good 
community newspapers have 
every corner on the South 
Dakota prairie covered,” she 
said. “Strong local news — 
whether in print or digital 
form — is a key contributor to 
the vitality of successful com-
munities and foundational to 
our democracy.”

By Makenzie Huber
South Dakota Searchlight

Nobody knows exactly how 
many women are traveling 
out of the state for abor-
tions, but several advocacy 
groups say they’ve helped 
more than 75 South Dakotans 
with abortions in other states 
in the first three months of 
2023, continuing a trend that 
predates the triggering of 
the state’s abortion ban last 
summer.

Some of those women sat 
in their vehicle just past the 
Minnesota or Wyoming bor-
ders as a doctor prescribed 
medication over the phone to 

end their pregnancy.
Others drove more than 10 

hours round-trip to a clinic 
— taking off work and paying 
for a hotel and gas.

It is illegal in South Dako-
ta to undergo an abortion, 
unless the mother’s life is 
in jeopardy. But that’s not 
stopping these women, said 
Kim Floren, co-founder and 
director of the South Dakota 
Justice Empowerment Net-
work.

The organization, which 
started in 2020, provides 
funding for abortion proce-
dures and practical support 
for South Dakotans and Mid-
westerners. JEN and other 
organizations retain lawyers 
for legal advice as they con-
tinue to operate.

“There are a handful of 
people who will continue 
their pregnancies, but most of 
the time if someone needs an 
abortion they’re going to get 
one,” Floren said. “They’re 
going to find a way and we’re 
going to help them.”

Before and after ban, 
South Dakotans seek 
abortions elsewhere

Helping local journalism across 
SD persevere, evolve and thrive
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Editor’s note: This is the first 
story in a series by South Dakota 
Searchlight, which provides free 
news and commentary on critical 
issues facing the state� You 
can find it on the South Dakota 
Searchlight website�
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