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More news, fresher news

By this time next year, the
heart of downtown Lexington
will be home to up to 31 new
houses as a planned develop-
ment gets underway.
Sandpiper Square will be a

mixed-use development off Old
Chapin Road and Snelgrove
Road. That’s a block north of
one of Lexington’s busiest in-
tersections at Columbia Avenue
and West Main Street, behind
the Shoppes at Flight Deck,
which it will connect with the

new development.
The development was ap-

proved by the town Planning
Commission back in 2021, but
developers Purty Property Com-
pany say they now plan to break
ground in October, with the first
units completed early next year.
When Sandpiper Square gets

up and running is partly depend-
ent on when developers can
meet town of Lexington and
S.C. Department of Transporta-
tion requirements to offset the
impact on local roads, said Jo-
nathan Stambolitis, Purty’s
director of development.
“We’ll be making off-site

improvements to Old Chapin
Road, and they want us to do
that at night,” Stambolitis said.
The company will be expand-

ing the median on Old Chapin
for 420 feet from near Flight
Deck to past Snelgrove, Stam-
bolitis said, along with moving
light poles along the roadside.
“Everything the town’s asked

us to do, we should have done
by early February,” he said.
The traffic impact on the new

development was top of mind
when Purty and Montgomery
Construction were planning out
Sandpiper.
“Connectivity is a huge fac-

tor,” Stambolitis said. “That’s
why we designed it the way we
did. We hope it sets the tone for
future developments... We know
how to utilize land well. We
have a very different approach
than Lexington County has
seen, so that we don’t spread
out and put a big impact on the
infrastructure.”
The single family cottage-

style development is projected
to take up a little more than two
acres. The site was approved as
a mixed-use development, but
the development will mostly be
residential housing, with only
two to four small commercial

properties on the site to keep
parking and traffic in check. The
two commercial properties cur-
rently planned will feature
ground-floor business space
with two-story apartments
above. Stambolitis said he al-
ready plans to live in one of
them.
The target buyers for Sand-

piper are “young families and
empty nesters” who want a
walkable urban feel to the
neighborhood, but some proper-
ties may be short-term rentals,
which Stambolitis said have a
favorable environment in the
area.
The company plans a phased

opening with eight units becom-
ing available every four months,
beginning four months after the
planned groundbreaking.
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sticking out into the roadway.
Drivers will even pull up onto
the curb to avoid having their
side mirrors hit while parked.
But state money proposed in

the House budget could help
improve the corridor.
A $1.5 million earmark spon-

sored by state Rep. Seth Rose,

Traveling along Devine Street
can be a challenge.
Because of the tight quarters

on the four-lane road, parked
cars sometimes feel like they’re

D-Richland, is meant to help
accessibility along the Devine
Street corridor to make it safer
for pedestrians and bicyclists,
as well for motorists parking on
the road.
“If you live in Columbia, you

are aware of the parking issues
on Devine Street,” Rose said.

The $1.5 million is is part of
the more than $700 million
worth of legislator-initiated
projects in the House and Sen-
ate budget proposals. Not all of
the funding will necessarily
make it through because the
projects are subject to negotia-
tions between the two cham-
bers, which are expected to
begin Tuesday.
After the two chambers come

to an agreement on a spending
plan, Gov. Henry McMaster will
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Devine Street in Columbia is shown on Friday. State Rep. Seth Rose, D-Richland, won an earmark for accessibility on the Devine Street
corridor.
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WASHINGTON
The Supreme Court has

agreed to decide whether South
Carolina’s congressional dis-
tricts need to be redrawn be-
cause they discriminate against
Black voters.
The justices said Monday they

would review a lower-court
ruling that found a coastal dis-
trict running from Charleston to
Hilton Head was intentionally
redrawn to reduce the number
of Democratic-leaning Black
voters and to make it more like-
ly Republican candidates would
win.
The case probably will be

argued in the fall, and decided
in the run up to the 2024 elec-
tions, when all the seats in the
closely divided House of Repre-
sentatives, now under Repub-
lican control, will be on the
ballot.
The three-judge court that

ruled in favor of civil rights
groups that challenged the con-
gressional map said in its opin-
ion in January that the districts
violated the federal Voting
Rights Act by unfairly diluting
the power of Black voters.
The Supreme Court has cut

back on the reach of the land-
mark voting rights law, and is
now weighing an Alabama case
that could make it still harder to
win lawsuits claiming racial
discrimination in redistricting.
Republican Rep. Nancy Mace

Supreme
Court to
review SC
congressional
map for bias
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