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BY ALEXANDER THOMPSON
athompson@postandcourier.com

COLUMBIA — South Carolina 
Republicans are flying high. They’ve 

romped to victory 
over Democrats 
time and time again 
and have a lock on 
power in the Pal-
metto State.

Yet many ardent 
supporters of for-
mer President Don-
ald Trump who be-

came active after his 2020 loss are fu-
rious with those in charge, believing 
the wins haven’t been accompanied 
by ideological purity.

Now, an insurgent movement of 
hard-line grassroots activists is at-
tempting to oust incumbent party 
chairman Drew McKissick at the 
May 20 state convention, with the 
two sides waging total war against 
each other.

Many stalwarts believe McKissick, 
who has led the state party since 2017, 
will prevail over Jeff Davis, chairman 
of the Greenville County Republican 
Party and the leader of mySCGOP, 
an organization that supports like-
minded hard-line activists around 
the state.

“Are they going to be able to kick 
the incumbents out? I don’t think so,” 
said Katon Dawson, who led the par-
ty from 2002 to 2009 and supports 

McKissick. “I could be surprised, but 
I don’t think so.”

McKissick supporters estimate 
they’ve secured about 60 percent 
of the delegates, but the results will 
hinge on who shows up and how 
long and chaotic the convention at 
River Bluff High School in Lexing-
ton might become.

The party did not make McKissick 
available for an interview.

Davis, on the other hand, is con-
fident he’ll be able to capture the 
50 percent plus one votes needed to 
topple McKissick after hard-line ac-
tivists aligned with or similar to Da-
vis scored a string of victories in local 
GOP county conventions this spring.

Davis won control of the Greenville 

County party in 2021 and repeatedly 
clashed with the old timers, suing 
several. Earlier this year the central 
party seized control back from Davis, 
but at a raucous closed-door conven-
tion in April he and his supporters 
were reelected. Elsewhere, hard-line 
activists hostile to McKissick have 
taken over party spots in Lexington, 
York, Anderson and a handful of 
other rural counties at conventions 
this spring.

In Charleston County, Andrew 
Boucher, a veteran political opera-
tive closer to the establishment, was 
narrowly elected chairman over a 
hard-line activist last month. But 
candidates on an anti-establishment 
“America First” slate won more than 

90 percent of the county’s 70 del-
egates to the state convention.

Anti-establishment leaders are 
prepping for pulling an upset.

McKissick has “perhaps been un-
pleasantly surprised at how many 
conservatives have swept a number of 
county conventions across the state,” 
said Jonathon Hill, a former fire-
brand state representative who was 
booted from the House GOP caucus 
in 2019 but was elected Anderson 
County GOP chair this spring.

Hill describes himself as an “any-
body-but-Drew guy.”

McKissick’s backers point out his 
supporters retook control of the 
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The appeal of an Aiken City Council deci-
sion allowing a plan to construct a grocery 
store and shopping center near the Village 
at Woodside is scheduled to be heard May 
24.

Documents filed in the Aiken County 
Court of Common Pleas indicate Judge 
Kirk Griffin will hear the appeal at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 24, in Courtroom Four of 
the Aiken County Judicial Center.

Griffin is an at-large circuit court judge 
based in Sumter.

The appeal was set to be heard via video 
teleconference April 6 but was moved to a 
later date with the consent of the parties: ap-
pellants E. Preston Rahe Jr. and John Veld-
man and the city of Aiken as respondent.

The Aiken City Council decision at issue 
was made Nov. 28, 2022 when city council 
voted unanimously Nov. 28 to approve the 
second and final reading of an ordinance 
annexing and zoning the land on the north-
ern corner of Silver Bluff Road and Village 
Green Boulevard, where the grocery store 
and shopping center could be constructed, 
and amending the concept plan of the Vil-
lage at Woodside to allow the store.

The city’s code provides that any person 
aggrieved by a city council decision can 
appeal the decision to the Aiken County 
Court of Common Pleas.

Aiken attorney Dione Carroll filed the 
appeal on behalf of Rahe and Veldman on 
Dec. 27.

The land where the grocery store and 
shopping center would be constructed abuts 
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Aerial acrobatics were on dis-
play this past weekend as pilots 
took to the skies during the 
first air show held in Augusta 
since the turn of the century.

The Augusta Airshow, hosted 
by the Air.Show touring group 
featured the Air Force Thun-
derbirds, Red Bull Air Force 
and other airshow pilots. The 
three hour show took place on 
a closed off runway at Augusta 
Regional Airport.

“For the airport, during the 
events, it is not our core mis-
sion but it is important for us 
to share the airport with the 
community,” Herbert Judon 
Jr., executive director of the 
Augusta Regional Airport 
said. “We do a myriad of events 
here and even if you don’t use 
the airport or f ly out of here, it 
is important to use the airport 
for our show and to help our 
partners. We appreciate every-
one attending and we are going 

to have a terrific time today.”
Mike Prescott, from Augus-

ta, was happy to see another 
family friendly event come to 
Augusta.

“It’s nice to see things come 
to Augusta,” Prescott said. “It’s 
nice to see the community 

come together and it’s great 
that we can have things that 
our kids can enjoy and it’s not 
all just adult stuff, so it’s really 
great.”

Spirit Aviation, a local f light 
school based out of Thomson, 
Georgia, was happy to connect 

with people who have an in-
terest in aviation and want to 
learn the mechanics of f lying.

“We have been try ing to 
build the aviation following 
here in the area for almost 20 
years. We run a f light school 
in Thomson and we help train 
pilots to help reach their as-
pirations, both professional 
pilots who move on to work 
at the airlines to people who 
want to buy an airplane and 
learn how to f ly it for their 
own personal pleasure,” Keith 
Bounds, owner of Spirit Avia-
tion said.

“It’s entertainment as well 
as it’s awareness. I think… it 
shows that there is a vehicle to 
learn how to f ly and to learn 
how to f ly professional ly,” 
Bounds said. “There’s a world-
wide shortage of airline pilots 
right now and there’s huge 
opportunities for income and 
careers for young people and 
kids who want to start training 
and are interested in becoming 
an airline pilot.”

Silver Bluff 
grocery store 
appeal to be 
heard May 24
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The Aiken City Council gave the fi-
nal approval to a proposal to build a 
47,270-square-foot specialty grocery 
store near the Village at Woodside in 
late November.
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Ahead of S.C. GOP state convention, a civil war is raging within

Davis

Augusta Air Show showcases aviation
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The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds flew over the airport to “Thunderstruck” by AC/DC.
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Finn Prescott, 7, gives a thumbs up inside a display aircraft 
during the Augusta Air Show.
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