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HARRISBURG – There are two special 
elections for Pennsylvania’s House of Rep-
resentatives in Tuesday’s spring prima-
ry, the outcomes of which could see Dem-
ocrats maintain a tenuous voting majority 
or Republicans wrest control of the lower 
chamber.

One seat separates the parties in the 
House, first won by Democrats last Novem-
ber but because of three ensuing vacancies 
not functionally settled until a trio of spe-

cial elections concluded in February.
As it stands, the 203-member legislative 

body has a 101-100 split with two vacan-
cies. Democrats hold the slight advantage.

Republicans have the numbers for a pre-
sumed victory in the 108th Legislative Dis-
trict encompassing all of Montour County 
plus northern Northumberland County.

Where the outcome appears less certain 
is in the Philadelphia suburbs. Voters in the 
163rd Legislative District in parts of Dela-
ware County will most likely determine the 
balance of power in the House.

Democrats hold a clear advantage in reg-
istered voters, 22,850 to 14,754, according 
to the state’s latest registration data. There 
are an additional 5,596 voters who are 
either third-party members or non-party 
affiliates.

However, Republicans held the seat for 
40 years prior to Mike Zabel’s victory in 
2018. The Democrat began his third two-
year term this year before allegations of 
sexual harassment led to his resignation in 
March.

State Democrats and organized labor 
ramped up fundraising for the campaign 
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State voters heading to polls
BY BRuCE SCHREINER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Off-year 
elections on Tuesday in Ken-
tucky and Pennsylvania could 
send early signals about the 
mood of voters ahead of next 
year’s races for the White House 
and Congress.

The Kentucky governor’s race 
is a table-setter for what should 

be a bruising general election 
contest. Republican voters will 
settle on a nominee to chal-
lenge incumbent Democrat-
ic Gov. Andy Beshear, who has 
enjoyed high approval ratings, 
but will have to fend off a GOP 
challenge in a state Republi-
cans usually dominate. Two 

Clues about voter sentiment could 
emerge from primaries in Ky., Pa.

GREEN THUMBS UP
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Garden Club of Johnstown member Sarah Schott waters the freshly planted New Guinea impatiens on Monday at the Roxbury Bandshell as members 
worked on prepping the area and then planting annuals, above. Below left, club member Jill Lisankis trims down the Rose of Sharon. Below right, Schott 
cleans out the flower bed near the Roxbury Bandshell sign.

BY JOSHuA BYERS
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While reviewing the recent 
PA Schools Work report on 
state public schools’ need for 
more funds, one solution kept 
r e t u r n i n g 
t o  T h o m -
as Smith’s 
mind: school 
choice.

The Bish-
op McCort 
C a t h o l i c 
High School 
chie f  aca-
demic offi-
cer and prin-
c i p a l  h a s 
worked in 
the public and private sector 
of education during his career 
and in recent years has been a 
proponent of the novel idea to 
fund schools across the board  
– public, private, charter, cyber.

“I think parents should be 
able to send their kids wherever 
they want,” Smith said.

The concept centers on state 
educational funding being fun-
neled to students instead of dis-
tricts, similar to a voucher or 
scholarship system.

Theoretically, this would 
allow learners across the com-
monwealth to pick any school  

Choice 
could aid 
funding
dilemma
Local principal: 
Money should 
follow students 

House majority at stake in 2 special elections 

Smith

BY JOSHuA BYERS
JBYERS@TRIBDEM.COM

SIDMAN – Forest Hills High 
School educator Aspen Mock 
has made the finalist list for the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Education’s Teacher of the Year 
contest.

“It’s so exciting,” Mock said. 
“It’s really 

just a presti-
gious honor 
and being 
selected was 
really won-
derful.”

Her role 
in the con-
test started 
with a nom-
ination by 
Susan Wiec-
zorek,  the 

mother of a former student.
From there, Mock had to 

progress through a few rounds 
to make it to the finals.

In the first series, the teacher 
had to provide narratives about 
her background and resume 
and turn in supporting corre-
spondence from colleagues.

When she made it to the 
semifinals, Mock had to do a 
blind interview on Zoom where 
she answered questions in a 
timed event.

Now, in the finals, she has to 
provide three videos respond-
ing to different prompts.

Mock finalist for Pa.
Teacher of the Year

Forest Hills 
educator 
has eyes 
on prize

Mock
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WASHINGTON – A special 
prosecutor found that the FBI 
rushed into its investigation of 
ties between Russia and Don-
ald Trump’s 2016 campaign 
and relied too much 
on raw and uncon-
firmed intelligence as 
he concluded a four-
year probe that fell far 
short of the former 
president ’s predic-
tion that the “crime of 
the century” would be 
uncovered.

The report Monday 
from special counsel 
John Durham rep-
resents the long-await-
ed culmination of an investiga-
tion that Trump and allies had 
claimed would expose massive 
wrongdoing by law enforce-
ment and intelligence officials. 

Instead, Durham’s investi-
gation delivered underwhelm-
ing results, with prosecutors 
securing a guilty plea from a 
little-known FBI employee but 
losing the only two criminal 

cases they took to trial.
The roughly 300-page report 

catalogs what Durham says 
were a series of missteps by the 
FBI and Justice Department as 
investigators undertook a polit-
ically explosive probe in the 
heat of the 2016 election into 

whether the Trump 
campaign was col-
luding with Russia 
to tip the outcome. It 
criticized the FBI for 
opening a full-fledged 
investigation based 
on “raw, unanalyzed 
and uncorroborated 
intelligence,” saying 
the speed at which it 
did so was a depar-
ture from the norm, 
and it said investiga-

tors repeatedly relied on “con-
firmation bias,” ignoring or 
rationalizing away evidence 
that undercut their premise of 
a Trump-Russia conspiracy as 
they pushed the probe forward.

“Based on the review of 
Crossfire Hurricane and relat-
ed intelligence activities, we 

Prosecutor ends 
probe of FBI’s Trump-
Russia investigation
Report critical of agency, Justice Department

Durham
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BY JOSHuA BYERS
JBYERS@TRIBDEM.COM

Danielle Childs looked around Greater 
Johnstown High School’s gymnasium on 
Monday and breathed a sigh of relief at the 
collection of organizations gathered in one 
place.

She was one of the visitors to the free 
Summer Kickoff Event organized by the 
office of state Sen. Wayne Langerholc, 
R-Richland Township, and the Greater 
Johnstown School District.

“I like the fact that everything is here,” 
she said.

The Johnstown native’s family just 
moved back to the area from Arkansas, 
and she was looking for programs to get 
her 7-year-old son involved in this sum-
mer.

“He has lots of energy, and we need to 
get it out,” she joked.

Monday’s event had nonprofits and 
organizations from around the area gath-
ered together for the community’s benefit.

Representatives from WIC, the Cambria 

County Drug Coalition and Girl Scouts of 
America were there, in addition to individ-
uals from The Learning Lamp, Cambria 
County Library, Kastle Boxing and many 
more.

Greater Johnstown student Logan 
Arnold said he had his eye on the boxing 
group, although he appreciated the collec-
tion of groups all in one place.

“I think this is a good thing,” he said.
While touring the tables, Arnold 

stopped to talk to Highlands Health out-
reach specialist Janet Hector and regis-
tered nurse Francine Glass.

“It’s good exposure for Johnstown,” said 
Glass, adding that it was fantastic to see so 
many resources in one place.

Hector agreed, noting that there were 
groups there she wasn’t aware offered ser-
vices in the region.

“It’s really just helping educate our com-
munity,” Greater Johnstown School Dis-
trict federal program/student services 
coordinator Rebecca Castiglione said.

Castiglione worked with constituent 
services coordinator Kelley Ozog from the 

Gathering 
provides 
kickoff  
to summer
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WIC program operations supervisor Kimberly Holdsworth talks to Greater Johnstown High School 
students (from left) Kaleem Taylor, Gerald Veney Jr., Jamale Carrington and Aaron King-Jackson on 
Monday at the summer kickoff event at the high school.

Organizations showcase
offerings of things to do
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