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Theodore Andrew MARANTIS, 95,  
Greenville.

Marlyn Ann MILLER, 68, Volant.

deaTHsINdeX
Charlotte Rosemary SIZER, infant daughter 

of Carl and Leah (Vuich) Sizer, Sharon.
Barbara A. WAREHAM, 92, Sharon.

By MELISSA KLARIC
Herald Staff Writer

SHARON – A Sharon woman is 
accused of  intentionally hitting 
a wheelchair-bound 63-year-old 
woman with her car.

Audrey Alicia Corine Harris, 
41, of  479 W. State St., Apartment 
2, was charged with aggravated 
assault, attempted homicide by 
vehicle while driving under the 
influence, aggravated assault by 
vehicle while driving under the 
influence, aggravated assault by 
vehicle, accidents involving death 
or personal injury, and reckless 
endangerment in the case.

Police responded 4:49 p.m. Sat-
urday to the 300 block of  Quinby 
Street for a motor vehicle accident 
involving a pedestrian on a motor-
ized wheelchair, police said.

Police said they found the vic-
tim, Lorraine Clark on a porch, 
with a cut to her right arm, pos-
sible broken ribs, and internal 
bleeding.

Clark was taken by ambulance 
to a local hospital. Her status is 
unknown.

A witness told police that Har-
ris approached Clark on foot and 
almost got into a physical fight 
with her. Harris then ran to get 
her keys and said something to 
the effect of, “I’m going to hit that 
(expletive) with my car,” police 
said.

The witness said Harris then 
drove off  the road and hit Clark 
with her car before fleeing south 
on Wallis Avenue, police said.

Police caught up with Harris 
and performed DUI field tests and 
took her to get her blood drawn 
before she was taken to Mercer 
County Jail.

A preliminary hearing is May 31 
in front of  Sharon District Judge 
Travis P. Martwinski.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Suspects are to be 
considered innocent until proven or ad-
judicated guilty in a court of law.

Woman in 
wheelchair 

intentionally 
struck by car, 

police say

By ERIC SCICCHITANO
CNHI State Reporter

HARRISBURG — There are two spe-
cial elections for Pennsylvania’s House 
of  Representatives in the spring pri-
mary, the outcomes of  which could see 
Democrats maintain a tenuous voting 
majority or Republicans wrest control 
of  the lower chamber.

One seat separates the parties in the 
House, first won by Democrats last No-
vember but because of  three ensuing 
vacancies not functionally settled until 
a trio of  special elections concluded in 
February.

As it stands, the 203-member legis-
lative body has a 101-100 split with two 
vacancies. Democrats hold the slight 
advantage.

Republicans have the numbers for a 
presumed victory in the 108th Legisla-

tive District encompassing all of  Mon-
tour County plus northern Northum-
berland County.

Where the outcome appears less 
certain is in the Philadelphia suburbs. 
Voters in the 163rd Legislative District 
in parts of  Delaware County will most 
likely determine the balance of  power 
in the House.

Democrats hold a clear advantage in 
registered voters, 22,850 to 14,754, ac-
cording to the state’s latest registration 
data. There are an additional 5,596 vot-
ers who are either third-party members 
or non-party affiliates.

However, Republicans held the seat 
for 40 years prior to Mike Zabel’s vic-
tory in 2018. The Democrat began his 
third two-year term this year before 
allegations of  sexual harassment led to 

Voting majority at stake in 2 special Pa. House elections

AP file
Pennsylvania state Rep. Mike Zabel speaks during a rally 
to raise the state minimum wage in 2021 in Philadelphia. 
Zabel’s resignation amid allegations of sexual harassment 
created a seat open for a special election today.

ELECTION DAY in PA 
Polls open 7 a.m.  
to 8 p.m. today.  

See results tonight at  
sharonherald.com

By ERIC SCICCHITANO
CNHI State Reporter

HARRISBURG — The train 
derailment in Lawrence 
County last week spurred 
state lawmakers to again 
demand accountability from 
rail operator Norfolk South-
ern three months after the 
infamous toxic train crash 
just across the Ohio state 
border.

Pennsylvania legislators 
have options. Five bills 
concerning rail safety were 
introduced in both chambers 
of  the General Assembly fol-
lowing the Feb. 3 derailment 
in East Palestine, Ohio, that 
risked environmental disas-
ter and public safety. Clean-
up efforts and environmental 
monitoring continue.

The bills vary in intent: 
Require the Public Utility 
Commission to hire more 
rail safety inspectors, re-
strict the length of  freight 
trains, require at least two 
operators on trains, create 
an emergency grant program 
for derailments, and enact 
comprehensive measures ad-
dressing minimum staffing, 
train length, hazardous ma-
terials reporting and wayside 
detector systems.

None have received a floor 
vote in either the state House 
or Senate. Just one advanced 
to a chamber floor without 
referral back to a committee, 
so far.

Wednesday’s derailment 
occurred at a bridge crossing 
over the Mahoning River in 
New Castle, about 17 miles 
from East Palestine. Nine 
cars among a 216-car Norfolk 
Southern train crashed and 
spilled soybeans. A car that 
did not spill was carrying 
liquid paraffin, and first re-
sponders reported other cars 
that did not derail carried 
hazardous or highly flam-
able substances, including 
butane. Unlike in East Pales-

tine, no toxic materials were 
spilled.

The incident occurred 
hours after a U.S. Senate 
committee voted to advance 
the bipartisan Railway Safety 

Act of  2023. It’s now available 
for consideration by the full 
chamber. The bill’s primary 
sponsors include Pennsylva-
nia’s Senate contingent, Bob 
Casey and John Fetterman.

The legislation would 
require rail operators to 
provide advanced notice to 
emergency responders about 
hazardous shipments, man-
date compliance for train 
length and weight, require 
wayside defect detectors and 
a minimum two-person train 
crew and enhance fines for 
violations of  safety regula-
tions.

“I’m thankful that no 
one was hurt and no toxic 
material was spilled in New 
Castle, but this derailment 
looks way too similar to the 
ones we’ve said can’t happen 
again. This has got to end,” 
Fetterman said Thursday as 
cleanup efforts were under-
way.

Norfolk Southern CEO 
Alan Shaw wrote to senators 

By MELISSA KLARIC
Herald Staff Writer

GREENVILLE – Mercer 
County is hosting a trav-

eling glass bin recy-
cling program 
in Greenville in 
July.

The event 
will be July 
22 through 

July 27 at the 
Elks Lodge, 28 

Sixth Ave., Greenville, 
which is under video 
surveillance. The event is 
open for all Mercer Coun-
ty residents.

“My hope is by get-
ting the word out early, 
people can start saving 
their glass,” said Megan 
Gahring, deputy director 
of  the Lawrence-Mercer 
County recycling and solid 
waste department. “Start 
saving it and get rid of  

it and have it recycled in 
July.”

The county is using the 
pilot program to gauge in-
terest and see if  there is a 
possibility to offer this in 
the future.

Gahring said most curb-
side garbage removal com-
panies have removed glass 
from the recyclables they 
accept, and it gets sent to a 
landfill.

The types of  glass ac-

cepted include containers 
such as jelly jars, wine or 
beer bottles, and spaghet-
ti-sauce jars.

“If  you can buy it 
in a store and bring it 
home, that’s acceptable,” 
Gahring said.

Types of  glass not ac-
cepted include items such 
as Pyrex bakeware, mir-
rors, stemware and light 
bulbs.

Gahring said it is im-

portant to recycle glass 
instead of  sending it to a 
landfill.

“The big difference 
there is when it’s collect-
ed separately from metal 
cans and plastic contain-
ers, it’s much better quali-
ty,” Gahring said.

When glass is collected 
separately, its recover-
ability is 80 to 90 percent, 

Traveling glass-recycling program coming to Greenville

Derailments prompt 5 Pa. bills 
proposing rail safety changes

DEBBIE WACHTER | New Castle News
A derailed Norfolk Southern train car is hoisted to an upright position away from the banks of the 
Mahoning River after it derailed in New Castle last week.

AP file
Portions of a Norfolk Southern freight train continue to burn 
the next day after derailing Feb. 4 in East Palestine, Ohio.
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