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By Syed Irfan Raza

ISLAMABAD: Demanding the res-
ignation of Chief Justice Umar Ata 
Bandial for “giving undue facilitation” 
to PTI Chairman Imran Khan, the 
Pakistan Demo cra tic Movement 
(PDM) government on Monday 
warned the top judge of ‘dire conse-
quences’ if Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif was disqualifi ed “on the pretext 
of contempt of the court” for refusing 
to comply with the court ruling regard-
ing Punjab elections on May 14. 

The multi-party ruling alliance, 
which organised a sit-in outside the top 
court in Red Zone, lashed out at the 
judiciary, particularly CJP Bandial, 
during the gathering which lasted the 
entire day before being called off by 
PDM chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman.

The sit-in coincided with the hearing 
on a petition submitted by the ECP 
asking the bench to revisit its decision 

regarding elections in Punjab. It may 
be noted that the sit-in was staged with-
out the permission of the local admin-
istration amid the imposition of 
Section 144 under which gathering of 

more than four people was forbidden.
Members of the JUI-F scaled the 

gate of the Red Zone and reached out-
side the Supreme Court. Vehicles 
with lou d speakers installed on them 
also ent ered the sensitive area. The 

Ruling coalition wants 
CJP to step down 
over �Imran bias�

Claims �London 
Plan� in motion 
to imprison him 
for 10 years 

By Mansoor Malik

LAHORE: PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan on Monday 
renewed his call for peaceful 
protests to save the Supreme 
Court, alleging that security 
agencies were facilitating 
‘goons’ in the federal govern-
ment to take over the top court 

and subvert the Constitution. 
In a tweet, the former prime 

minister stated, “All citizens 
be ready for peaceful protests 
as once the Constitution and 
SC are destroyed, it is the end 
of the Pak dream.”

Mr Khan observed that 
some 7,000 PTI workers, lead-
ers and women have been 
jailed without any investiga-
tion into the violence which 
broke out following the arrest 
of the PTI chairman, causing 
dozens of deaths and the 
destruction of government 
property. 

“The government is actu-
ally planning to ban the larg-

est and only federal party in 
Pakistan,” he said.

Earlier in the day, the for-
mer prime minister had posted 
a series of tweets asserting, 
“The complete London Plan is 

out.” Mr Khan stated that the 
authorities assumed the “role 
of judge, jury and execu-
tioner” on the pretext of vio-
lent protests while he was in 
jail. “The plan now is to humil-
iate me by putting Bushra 

Begum in jail, as well as keep 
me incarcerated for 10 years 
using some sedition law,” he 
feared.

The execution of the 
‘London Plan’ would be fol-
lowed by a complete crack-
down on the remaining mem-
bers of the PTI, he said, adding 
that eventually, the PTI would 
be banned. 

Mr Khan said that “houses 
are being broken in shame-
lessly and police are manhan-
dling women in the houses”. 
“Never has the sanctity of 
chador and chaar dewaari 
(sanctity of home) been vio-
lated the way it is being done 

by these criminals,” he added. 
“This is a deliberate attempt 

to instil so much fear in people 
that when they come to arrest 
me tomorrow, people won’t 
come out,” he added.

In order to ensure that 
there should be no public 
reaction, the PTI chairman 
tweeted that they had done 
two things: “First — deliber-
ate terror is unleashed not just 
on PTI workers but on com-
mon citizens as well. Second 
— the media is totally con-
trolled and muzzled.” He also 
expressed his apprehension 

PTI chief calls for peaceful protests to �save� SC

By Malik Asad

ISLAMABAD: Top mil-
itary brass on Monday 
vowed to bring the arson-
ists, who attacked the civil 
and military installations, 
to justice through trial 
under relevant laws of the 
country, including 
Pakistan Army Act and 
Offi cial Secrets Act.

In the strongest possible 
sense, the special Corps 
Commanders Conference 
(CCC) condemned the 
politically motivated and 
instigated incidents 
against military installa-
tions and public/private 
properties.

The corps commanders 
deliberated upon the 
recent law and order situa-
tion that a political party’s 
leadership exploited for 
political gains and vowed 
to deal with them in the 
strongest possible terms.

The participants were 
also briefed that the 
arsonists had created this 
situation to disrepute the 
army and to achieve a per-
sonal, political agenda.

In a briefi ng at the 
meeting, which was held 
at GHQ and presided over 
by Chief of Army Staff 
Gen Syed Asim Munir, it 
was disclosed that the 
motive behind a well-
coordinated arson plan, 
involving desecration of 
the pictures of Shuhada, 
monuments, burning 
down of historical build-
ings and vandalism of 

military installations, was 
executed to malign the 
institution and provoke it 
towards giving an impul-
sive reaction.

Irrefutable evidence

“Based on the irrefuta-
ble evidence collected so 
far, armed forces are well 
aware of the planners, ins-
ti gators, abettors and per-
petrators of these attacks, 
and attempts to create dis-
tortions in this regard are 
absolutely futile,” claimed 
Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), the mili-
tary’s media wing, in a 
statement. 

The commanders expre-
ssed fi rm resolve that 
those involved in the hei-
nous crimes against mili-
tary installations, person-
nel and equipment would 
be brought to justice thro-
ugh trials under relevant 
laws of the country, inclu-
ding Pakistan Army Act 
and Offi cial Secrets Act. 

The forum resolved that 
restraint would no longer 
be exercised against the 
perpetrators, spoilers and 
violators who attack mili-
tary installations and set-
ups under any circum-
stances.

Tribute to martyrs

The participants at the 
conference paid rich trib-
ute to martyrs who laid 
their lives in defence of 
the motherland while fi gh-
ting the menace of terror-
ism. The forum acknowl-
edged the successful coun-

terterrorism and intelli-
gence-based operations 
being carried out by secu-
rity forces, especially the 
valiant response given by 
the troops in the Muslim 
Bagh attack, and paid rich 
tribute to the supreme sac-
rifi ces made by the brave 
sons of the soil.

The military command-
ers were briefed in detail 
about the prevailing inter-
nal and external security 
environment. They took 
comprehensive stock of 
the law and order situation 
created during the past 
few days to achieve vested 
political interests.

Campaign against 
leadership

The forum expressed 
concern over externally 
sponsored and internally 
facilitated, orchestrated 
propaganda warfare, 
unleashed against the 
army leadership, meant to 
create fi ssures between 
armed forces and people 
of Pakistan, and within 
ranks and fi le of the 
armed forces. It was 
decided that the vicious 
propaganda of such inimi-
cal forces would be 
defeated with the support 
of people of Pakistan who 
have always stood with 
the armed forces during 
all odds.

The forum highlighted 
the need for strict imple-
mentation of relevant laws 
to penalise violators of 

Military resolves 
to try rioters 
under army laws
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� Pledges support for national consensus to address 
political instability 
� Vows to defeat, with nation�s support, propaganda 
warfare against military leadership
� Case being prepared over attack on Faisalabad ISI office

ISLAMABAD: Supporters of the Pakistan Demo cra tic Movement gather outside the Supreme Court building 
for a rally, on Monday.—Tanveer Shahzad / White Star

By Nasir Iqbal

ISLAMABAD: After the 
collapse of the fi rst round 
of dialogue that the Pak-
istan Tehreek-i-Insaf began 
with the ruling coalition on  
the Supreme Co urt’s 
advice, Chief Justice of 
Pakistan (CJP) Umar Ata 
Bandial on Monday asked 
the political opponents to 
sit together again for talks 
and bring down political 
temperature. 

“It is distressing to note 
the way the political 
forces are aggravating the 
confrontation as a result of 
which people are losing 
rights, institutions are 
being burnt, [have come] 
under serious threat and 
being challenged and ridi-
culed,” the chief justice 
regretted.

While referring to the 
ruling PDM’s sit-in outside 
the apex court building, 
CJP Bandial asked the 
political parties to con-
tribute towards peaceful 
atmosphere instead. “Let 
the situation subside,” he 
remarked. 

Justice Bandial made 
this observation at a time 
when PDM protesters at 
the exclusive entry and 
exit points meant for 
judges of the Supreme 
Court were demanding his 
immediate resignation. 
Judges had to use Prime 
Minister’s Secretariat to 
enter the court premises 
during the protest against 
the chief justice.

Though not intelligible 
fully, the shrieking sound 
coming through loud-
speakers could be heard 

CJP tells 
govt, PTI 
to resume 
dialogue
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By Khaleeq Kiani

ISLAMABAD: The gov-
ernment on Monday 
reduced the prices of all 
petroleum products by 
Rs12 to Rs30 per litre for 
the next fortnight ending 
May 31 and asked the mar-
ket forces to pass on its 
impact to people by reduc-
ing transport fares and 
prices of essential com-
modities.

In a pre-recorded brief 
statement, Finance 
Minister Ishaq Dar 
announced the price of 
High-Speed Diesel (HSD) 
— the most infl ationary 
item — had been cut by 
Rs30 per litre while prices 
of all other products by 
Rs12 per litre.

Under the decision, he 
said the HSD price had 
been reduced from Rs288 
to Rs258 per litre, down 
by 10.4pc. Its price is con-
sidered highly infl ation-
ary as most of the trans-
port sector runs on HSD, 
with its implication on 
prices of food and other 
goods. 

Likewise, petrol price 
dropped from Rs282 to 
Rs270 per litre, down by 
4.25pc. The product is 

Govt cuts 
petrol price 
by Rs12, 
diesel by 
Rs30
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� Fazl urges chief justice not to disqualify Shehbaz  
� PDM says it won�t accept �engineered verdicts�
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boycott World 
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