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Deadly weekend overdoses
A series of suspected drug overdoses — likely fueled by 
fentanyl — left at least eight dead in Portland.   A3

SPORTS

Blazers await lottery results
Luck in today’s NBA draft lottery would mean tough 
decisions for the team and Damian Lillard’s future.   B1

Jeff Manning    The Oregonian/OregonLive

A jury found three former executives of Aequitas Cap-
ital guilty of multiple counts of fraud and conspiracy 
charges related to the financial firm’s 2016 collapse.

Prosecutors accused Bob Jesenik, company founder 
and chief executive officer, and two other senior exec-
utives, Brian Rice and Andrew MacRitchie, of lying to 
investors about the safety of the investments as the Lake 
Oswego finance firm was collapsing. The executives con-
tinued to solicit new investors into early 2016, they said, 
by which time it was clear the company was in an uncon-
trolled tailspin.

Top brass was ousted in March 2016 after a judge 
appointed a receiver to take control of the company. At 
the time, Aequitas owed some $600 million to investors 
who had purchased company promissory notes, making 
the firm’s collapse one of the largest investment frauds 
in Oregon history.

Lawyers for the defendants denied during the trial that 
they misled investors, saying their actions were approved 
by respected accounting and legal experts. Rice claimed 
he’d been deceived just like investors when he’d been lured 
away from a senior executive position at a local bank.

COURTS

Aequitas execs guilty 
of fraud, conspiracy

By Monday afternoon, another heat 
record had fallen. After first breaking 
records Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Port-
land clocked its fourth consecutive day 
over 90 degrees, breaking the previous 
record, three days, which was set in 1987.

By about 2 p.m., the temperature at 
the Portland Airport hit 90 degrees. And 
most of this week’s forecast looks similar 
to the weekend.

“We’re going to remain warm and 

dry really through the bulk of the week,” 
Bonk said, noting that Tuesday could “dip 
down” to the mid to high 80s but Wednes-
day is forecasted at 90 again.

Currently, the forecast for the weekend 
is cooler, but Bonk said that is too far out to 
forecast with much certainty.

The risks from the heat compound as 
the days remain hot, especially for people 
who live outdoors.

Multnomah County has not opened 
cooling shelters, but Julie Sullivan-Spring-
hetti, a spokesperson for the county, 
offered a list of places Portland residents 
can go to cool off, including county librar-
ies, Lloyd Center and other malls, Monta-
villa Community Center, Mt. Scott Com-
munity Center, Pantheon Banquet Hall, 
Woodstock Community Center, Matt 
Dishman Community Center and PCC 
Cascade Q Club.

WEATHER

Portland’s hot streak 
breaks record for May

A man rides his bike down 
Southwest Naito Parkway 
while children play in the 
Salmon Street Springs 
fountain in downtown 
Portland on Saturday as a 
spring heatwave sweeps 
across the metro area.    
Sean Meagher, staff

The city saw 4 straight 
days over 90 degrees, 
and more warm weather 
is on the way this week

Lizzy Acker   The Oregonian/OregonLive

Grant Stringer   The Oregonian/OregonLive

Republicans continued their boycott of the state Cap-
itol for a 10th day Monday, leading to the apparent dis-
qualification of two Republicans and one Independent 
from reelection due to a new, voter-approved law.

No Republicans nor Sen. Brian Boquist, I-Dallas, 
were present in the Senate chamber for a floor session 
Monday morning. That marked 10 unexcused absences 
this legislative session for Boquist, Sen. Dennis Lin-
thicum, R-Klamath Falls, and Sen. Daniel Bonham, 
R-Welches.

About 68% of Oregon voters approved Measure 113 last 
November, which disqualifies from reelection any state 
lawmaker who receives 10 or more unexcused absences 
during a legislative session.

The boycott continued Monday after Senate Presi-
dent Rob Wagner, D-Lake Oswego, suspended floor 
sessions through the weekend to open talks with Sen-
ate Republicans led by Minority Leader Tim Knopp, 
R-Bend.

Top Democrats and Republicans had expressed hope 
that the two sides could hammer out an agreement over 
the weekend to end the walkout. In a statement Monday, 
Wagner said he was “extremely disappointed” that the 
boycott had continued.

Knopp said in a statement that “Democrat leadership 
offered no solutions to rectify the constitutional and legal 
dilemma we raised and are instead aiding and abetting a 
culture of corruption.”

Republicans began boycotting the Senate on May 3.

OREGON GOP BOYCOTT

3 senators apparently barred from reelection 

The trio is convicted in the Oregon 
financial firm’s $600M collapse

85
Tuesday’s predicted 
high breaks the streak of 
90-degree days, but there’s 
a chance we could hit that 
number again Wednesday. 
Full forecast: Weather, B8

INSIDE
Northwest: Records fall 
across the region. A4

SEE COURTS, A5

SEE HEAT, A4

SEE BOYCOTT, A5
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