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INDEXBiden to resume
debt limit talks.
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Tom Hanks
book event
Actor wows Tulsa crowd,
talks about movies,
books, history. SCENE, PAGE A14

Haisten: LIV Tulsa better than expected
A big-league moment for Cedar Ridge and Tulsa sports market. SPORTS, PAGE B1

‘Mission accomplished?’
What the end of the COVID emergency means. NEWS, PAGE A11

LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON
Tulsa World

A social studies lesson at a local
charter school is having an im-
pact on the Tulsa area beyond the
classroom walls.

As part of their unit on im-
migration, each section of Ana

Barros’ seventh grade geography
classes at Tulsa School of Arts
and Sciences this spring met with
representatives from different
entities that work with Tulsa’s
immigrant community to learn
more about the help they provide
to newcomers.

After meeting with Amairani
Perez Chamu, manager of the
Tulsa City-County Library’s
Hispanic Resource Center at

Martin Regional Library, one
class decided to research, com-
pile, design, edit and publish a
44-page guide in English and
Spanish listing resources avail-
able to Tulsa’s immigrants, in-
cluding descriptions of services
offered and how to contact the
providers.

“There aren’t as many re-
sources that have been in a col-
lection or some form of guide or

booklet to support folks, so this
was big just because we don’t
really have large databases where
people can go to,” Perez Chamu
said. “Yes, there are some web-
sites, but in printed form, this is
the first one I’ve seen in a while.”

Availableatbit.ly/immresguide
and through the Hispanic Re-
source Center, the guide is

RANDY KREHBIEL
Tulsa World

The Oklahoma House and Sen-
ate passed and sent to the gover-
nor on Monday a three-piece,
$218.6 million incentive package
believed to be for a solar panel
manufacturing facility at the
Tulsa Port of Inola.

Also sent to the governor was
a $10.8 million supplemental ap-
propriation to continue work on
a new veterans home at Sallisaw.

Senate Bill 1177 establishes the
parameters for the Perform Fund,
which would make available up
to $180 million in rebates to the
manufacturer, which is unnamed
in the legislation but reported to
be Italian multinational sustain-
able energy innovations business
Enel.

Enel already has offices in
Oklahoma City and a large in-
vestment in western Oklahoma
wind farms.

The bill would allow Enel to
recover up to 10% of its capital
expenditures and/or payroll with
a minimum required investment
of $1 billion. An investment of
$1.8 billion over 10 years would
be required for payment of the
full $180 million.

The bill passed the House 81-
19, with all but one of the “nay”
votes cast by Republicans.

SB 1179, which passed the
House 79-18, would make the
actual $180 million appropriation
for SB 1177’s incentive program.

Both bills passed the Senate
last week.

A companion piece, HB 2888,
passed the Senate 43-4 on Mon-
day, again with the opposition
from Republicans. The bill would
provide $38.6 million through
the Oklahoma Water Resources
Board for water and sewer im-
provements at the Tulsa Port of
Inola related to the bid for the
Enel plant.

Kids create bilingual guide

MIKE SIMONS, TULSA WORLD

Tulsa School of Arts and Sciences teacher Ana Barros poses with one of her geography classes and the Immigrant Resource Guide they created.
The 44-page guide, in English and Spanish, lists resources available to Tulsa’s immigrant community, including descriptions of services offered and
how to contact those providers.

Incentives
may bring
Enel plant
to Inola

BARBARA HOBEROCK
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OKLAHOMA CITY — State
officials on Monday announced
a historic funding agreement for
education.

The total includes an additional

$625 million recurring investment
in public education.

The new appropriations would
provide $286 million for pay raises
ranging from $3,000 to $6,000,
based on experience, for certified
personnel, including teachers, li-
brarians, nurses, reading special-
ists and speech language pathol-
ogists.

“We hear you, teachers,” said
Senate Education Committee
Chairman Adam Pugh, R-Ed-

mond, who added that teachers are
currently making decisions about
their futures. “We need you to stay
in the classroom.”

The raise would be effective by
next school year, Pugh said.

The plan also would provide for
six weeks of paid maternity leave.

Additionally, it would provide
an additional $10 million for a
three-year literacy program.

Officials put in $125 million for
the Redbud Fund, which largely

benefits rural schools that don’t
have the same ad valorem tax col-
lections as others.

Finally, it would include $150
million for a three-year pilot pro-
gram for school safety and secu-
rity. The program would allow
every district to hire a school re-
source officer or pay for security
upgrades.

The plan came after months of
negotiations among House and
Senate leaders and Gov. Kevin Stitt.

House Speaker Charles McCall,
R-Atoka, said lawmakers plan to
advance the package this week.

“This is a historic education
package for our state that is go-
ing to raise the overall investment
in the state’s education over the
last five years that will exceed the
previous 25 years in our state’s
education investment,” McCall
said.

$625M education deal

CARMEN FORMAN
Tulsa World

OKLAHOMA CITY — Trans-
gender Oklahomans and their
allies visited the state Capitol on
Monday to find a sense of commu-
nity and share their feelings after
Gov. Kevin Stitt signed a ban on
gender-affirming care for minors.

Because public testimony is
not allowed in legislative hear-
ings, two LGBTQ-rights groups
held a “People’s Hearing” to
give a voice to residents who had
limited opportunities to speak
out against the new law as it ad-
vanced through the Oklahoma
Legislature.

“We wanted to give Oklaho-
mans a chance to tell their sto-
ries about how this legislation
is going to affect their very real
lives,” said Molly Whitehorn of
the national organization Hu-
man Rights Campaign, one of
the event’s organizers. The other
group was Freedom Oklahoma.

The hearing appeared to be
a cathartic experience for the
dozens of Oklahomans who at-
tended.

Most of the people who spoke
shared personal stories about
how they have struggled with

Transgender group speaks out against law

GOP calls agreement
‘historic’; Democrats
criticize tax credits

Resource helps Tulsa’s
immigrant community

Italian company
makes solar panels
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