
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 | TIMESREPORTER.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

MOVING OUR COMMUNITY FORWARD

YFEBFD-00001x
Our 120th year | No. 272
To subscribe 330-364-8400
©2023 $2.49

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at timesreporter.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

DOVER – Dover residents fi�rst real-
ized the need for a fi�re department when
a huge fi�re destroyed fi�ve warehouses
on the banks of the Ohio & Erie Canal,
the canal toll collector’s offi�ce and the
Fertig and Torrey grocery on the night of
May 9, 1844. 

According to the Dover Advertiser
newspaper, “The night was still, little or
no wind prevailing, or perhaps half the
town would be in ruin. The great loss
should arouse citizens to organize hook
and ladder companies and procure fi�re
engines.”

A hand engine was purchased soon
after by the community.

The fi�rst eff�ective fi�re department in
Dover was organized in 1873 with Samu-
el Toomey, a carriage and sulky manu-
facturer, as chief and James King as en-
gineer. King was affi�liated with the de-
partment for more than half a century.

This year marks the 150th anniversa-

ry of the Dover Fire Department, and it
will be commemorated with a special
celebration on May 20 at the north Do-
ver fi�re station, located at 200 Dublin
Drive. 

Members of the leading families 
in town were fi�refi�ghters

In the 19th century, it was a mark of

distinction to be a member of the fi�re
department, according to Henry Ha-
gloch, editor of the Dover Daily Report-
er, who wrote a history of the depart-
ment for the paper in 1955.

“The fi�re department of those earli-
er days before paid fi�remen were em-
ployees was the country club of that 

150 years of fi�re protection

Members of the Dover Fire Department pose with their equipment in front of city hall in 1936.

Dover to celebrate
department history
Jon Baker
The Times-Reporter
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Members of the Dover Fire Department pose in the (then new) fi�re station
in 1957, in front of a new pumper delivered the same year.
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After a two-year decline, newly re-
leased data shows suicides in Ohio in-
creased in 2021 from the previous year,
the state Department of Health an-
nounced Friday.

The state’s Suicide Demographics
and Trends 2021 report, published Fri-
day, shows there were 1,766 suicides in
2021, an 8% increase from the previ-
ous year, according to the state health
department. 

That number remains below the 10-
year high of 1,836 deaths in 2018.

Here are fi�ve key fi�ndings from the
report:

h Each day, fi�ve Ohioans die by sui-
cide, and one youth dies every 34
hours.

h In 2021, suicide was the second-
leading cause of death among Ohioans
ages 10-34 and the 12th-leading cause
of death in Ohio overall.

h White people had the largest in-
crease in suicide rates from 2020 to
2021 at 7%.

h Adults ages 25-44 had the highest
suicide rate in 2021, an increase of 13%
from the year before, compared with
5% increases for other age groups.

h Men 75 and older and women 45-
54 had the highest rates of suicides in
2021.

Data:
Suicides
in Ohio
increased
in 2021
Nathaniel Shuda
Columbus Dispatch
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Universal school vouchers, bigger in-
come tax cuts and an overhaul for the
Department of Education are all on the
table as the Ohio Senate continues writ-
ing its version of the state budget.

The 5,500-page document, which
lays out spending for everything from
Medicaid to state prisons, was passed
by the Ohio House in April. The fi�nal

version of the budget is due June 30. 
But there’s still a lot of details that

need to be ironed out.
Here’s what might change when the

Senate unveils its plan for how Ohio can
spend $88 billion over the next two fi�s-
cal years:

Means testing for vouchers

Making every Ohio child eligible for a
school voucher has been a hot topic with
Republicans this budget cycle. 

Gov. Mike DeWine’s proposal raised
the income limits for an EdChoice schol-
arship to 400% of the federal poverty
level, and the House bumped it up to
450%. That would allow about four in
fi�ve Ohio children to participate. 

Some Republicans want to go further,
but the big question has been how much
universal eligibility might cost. 

Nonpartisan estimates from the Leg-
islative Services Commission have gone
as high as $1 billion (assuming every
current private school student takes a

voucher). But supporters think it could
be as low as $140 million in the fi�rst year. 

Sen. Bill Blessing, R-Colerain Town-
ship, thinks he has a solution. It’s called
means testing, and what it would do is
create a formula that ties scholarship
amounts to family income. Basically,
the more a family earns, the less it
would get. 

He hasn’t fi�nalized the formula yet,
but Blessing told the USA TODAY 

STATE BUDGET

School vouchers, tax cuts on the table
Anna Staver
State Bureau
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