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CLOSER LOOK

By Michael D. Pitman
Staff Writer

Hamilton’s Public Works Depart-
ment is used to fixing things, but 
every May, they seem to want to 
smash one thing — the annual food 
drive collection amount.

Dan Arthur, a leader of the 
2022 Public Works Week nonper-
ishable food drive and Hamilton 
assistant public works director, 
said the division wanted to set 
a new collection record. They 
did, and they want to do it again.

“Over the first three years of 
the program, we have actually 
raised over 10,000 pounds of 
delivered foods,” he said, add-
ing that they skipped 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“That’s substantial. That’s 5 tons 
of food that has been delivered to 
the pantry and has been given to 
the families in our community. It 
makes a huge difference.”

The department raised about 
2,200 pounds, or just more than 
1 ton, in 2021, almost a third of 
what was raised in 2019. But in 
2022, they collected about 3,300 
pounds of food, and Arthur said 
he wants to “get the giving up” 
in 2023.

This year’s goal is 4,000 
pounds.

Area schools have been par-
ticipating in the food drive since 
May 1 and will collect food until 
Thursday as the Hamilton City 
Schools, Badin High Schools, 
and area Catholic schools have 
bins and barrels at their build-
ings for student and teacher 
donations.

Food drive continued on A5

Residents can donate 
at city locations and 
2 area Kroger stores.

City department 
wants to surpass 
food drive records

At 710 Tylersville Road, Tower Park is on the grounds surrounding the 747-foot-tall, diamond-shaped, 
50,000 watt radio tower built by Blaw-Knox that has serviced Newsradio 700 WLW since the 1920s.  
NICK GRAHAM / STAFF

By Avery Kreemer
Staff Writer

A new mixed-use development 
park anchored at Mason’s iconic 
radio tower will open up 30 acres 
of commercial real estate for busi-
nesses looking for spaces off of 
Tylersville Road.

At 710 Tylersville Road, Tower 
Park is on the grounds sur-
rounding the 747-foot-tall, dia-
mond-shaped, 50,000 watt radio 
tower built by Blaw-Knox that has 
serviced Newsradio 700 WLW 
since the 1920s.

An on-site pocket park will 
be dedicated to WLW’s founder 
Powel Crosley in a ceremony 
that begins at 3 p.m. today. The 
backdrop of that ceremony will 
be a 16-parcel development site 
that Cincinnati developer Lee & 
Associates has worked to make 

developable for several years.
The city of Mason approved the 

developer’s recommendation that 
the site should become a home 
to medical offices, a daycare, a 
bank, a gas station and conve-
nience store and an auto parts 
store. The site is already home to 
a new Flying Aces Express Car-
wash location and another par-
cel has been sold to a self-stor-
age company — though no other 
buildings have been constructed.

Remaining parcels can be pur-
chased from $650,000 to $1.2 
million.

The developer said businesses 
will be rewarded by its high-vol-
ume location. Over 140,000 peo-
ple live within a 5 mile radius 
and nearly 22,000 vehicles per 
day travel its stretch of Tylers-
ville Road between Snider Road 
and U.S.42. Developer-added 
roadways bisecting the develop-
ment and a central roundabout 
will connect Tylersville Road and 
Snider Road and allow cars to 
pass through.

Lee & Associates President 
John Rickert will speak at the cer-
emony and share his thoughts on 
the development park’s commu-
nity impact and how the project, 
years in the making, came to be.

“Throughout the zoning pro-
cess, this development received 
widespread community sup-
port as well as support and guid-
ance from the City of Mason,” 
the developer said in a press 
release. “Community members 
are encouraged to attend.”

Contact this reporter at  
614-981-1422 or email  
avery.kreemer@coxinc.com.

Tylersville Road site 
to be home to medical 
offices, a daycare, a 
bank and a gas station.
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Iconic radio tower  
at center of multi-use 

development park
An on-site 

pocket park will 
be dedicated to 
WLW’s founder 

Powel Crosley in 
a ceremony that 
begins at 3 p.m. 

today.

NEW DETAILS

By Lauren Pack
Staff Writer

FAIRFIELD TWP. — Fairfield Twp. 
police have released the name 
of a woman who was assaulted 
Thursday and set on fire before 
she jumped out a second floor 
window of a home to escape 
her attacker.

Brenda Scott, 50, of Liberty 

Twp. suffered multiple injuries 
as well as severe burns to her 
body. She remains in critical con-
dition in a Cincinnati hospital.

Scott was in a second floor 
bedroom on Arroyo Ridge Court, 
which is the home of her boy-
friend, about 10:25 a.m. when 
she was hit in the face hard 
enough to knock out teeth. She 
was then splashed with an accel-
erant and set on fire, according 
to Sgt. Brandon McCroskey and 
court documents.

Fire continued on A5

Brenda Scott suffered 
multiple injuries as 
well as severe burns.

Woman who was  
set on fire identified, 
still in the hospital 

Fairfield Twp. 
police and 
fire crews, 
the Butler 
County fire 
investigation 
team and 
state fire 
investigators at 
a fire on Arroyo 
Ridge Court on 
Thursday. NICK 

GRAHAM/STAFF

TOP NATIONAL STORY

By Julie Carr Smyth 
Associated Press

COLUMBUS — With other state 
lawmakers seated around her in 
the Ohio House, state Rep. Tavia 
Galonski, D-Akron, got to her feet 
and began to loudly chant, “One 
person, one vote!”

The former Teamster’s cry 

spread quickly through the vis-
itors gallery, then began to rise 
from the throng of protesters 
gathered outside in the state-
house rotunda. Struggling to be 
heard over the din, the Repub-
lican speaker ordered specta-
tors cleared from the chamber.

Last week’s striking scene came 
as Ohio joined a growing number 
of Republican-leaning states that 
are moving to undermine direct 
democracy by restricting citi-

Initiatives continued on A8

State lawmakers try to restrict ballot initiatives
Ohio battle among 
many GOP-led threats 
to direct democracy.

Supporters 
and oppon-
ents of a 
measure that 
would make 
it harder 
to amend 
the Ohio 
constitution 
packed the 
statehouse 
rotunda in 
Columbus, on 
May 10.  
AP FILE

Timely news updates
Our newsletters come straight from the newsroom into your email inbox. Whether it’s
news to start your day or updates in the afternoon and evening, we keep you informed
and connected.

Sign up at Journal-News.com/newsletters


