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Rossen Milanov, conductor  |  Zhu Wang, piano 

Program: 
Mussorgsky: Sunrise on Moscow River 

Rachmaninoff: Piano Concerto No. 2 
Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 5 

Rachmaninoff
& Tchaikovsky

May 5 & 6 | 7:30pm
May 7 | 2pm
Ohio Theatre

Get your tickets today!
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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at dispatch.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Racing to push 
past struggles 
SPORTS, 1C

A new way to visit Quarry Trails Metro Park is by climbing along a cliff� face 80 to
90 feet above the ground.

Sound like a way to tour the park for you? Metro Parks will soon off�er people a way
to sign up for the via ferrata at the north end of the park near Dublin and Trabue
roads west of the Scioto River.

The via ferrata — “iron path” in Italian — is the fi�rst in Ohio and, according to
Metro Parks, the fi�rst in an urban setting in the U.S., which uses metal rungs, ladders
or permanently fi�xed safety wire as a means of crossing otherwise tricky and steep
rocky terrain.

ABOVE:
Climbers, from
right, Loretta
Graham, Eli
Pepin, Ashley
Baltz and Melissa
Turpening
traverse the via
ferrata rock wall
at Quarry Trails
Metro Park in
Columbus on
May 11. The
1,040-foot
guided climb,
believed to be
the fi�rst urban
via ferrata in the
country, reaches
heights of over
100 feet. PHOTOS
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‘I WAS HOPING TO GET
THE EXPERIENCE’

Public soon can climb cliff� face at Quarry Trails Metro Park

Universal school vouchers, bigger
income tax cuts and an overhaul for
the Department of Education are all on
the table as the Ohio Senate continues
writing its version of the state budget.

The 5,500-page document, which
lays out spending for everything from
Medicaid to state prisons, was passed
by the Ohio House in April. The fi�nal
version of the budget is due June 30. 

But there’s still a lot of details that
need to be ironed out.

Here’s what might change when the
Senate unveils its plan for how Ohio
can spend $88 billion over the next
two fi�scal years:

Means testing for vouchers

Making every Ohio child eligible for
a school voucher has been a hot topic
with Republicans this budget cycle. 

Gov. Mike DeWine’s proposal raised
the income limits for an EdChoice
scholarship to 400% of the federal pov-
erty level, and the House bumped it up
to 450%. That would allow about four in
fi�ve Ohio children to participate. 

See BUDGET, Page 14A

Senate
working
on Ohio’s
budget 
School vouchers, bigger
tax cuts being discussed

Anna Staver
State Bureau

USA TODAY NETWORK

BILLINGS, Mont. – The Biden ad-
ministration wants to put conserving
vast government-owned lands on
equal footing with oil drilling, livestock
grazing and other interests, according
to a top administration offi�cial who de-
fended the idea against criticism that it
would interfere with industry.

The proposal would allow conser-
vationists and others to lease federally
owned land to restore it, much the
same way oil companies buy leases to
drill and ranchers pay to graze cattle. 

US considers
leases for
conservation 
Matthew Brown
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See CONSERVATION, Page 14A

LEFT: Metro Park
guide Caroline
Wagner, 26,
helps Heather
Van Hull, 35,
tighten her
harness before
traversing the via
ferrata rock wall
at Quarry Trails
Metro Park.
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See CLIMBING, Page 14A


