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LAINDEHA, Indonesia – As Tamar
Ana Jawa wove a red sarong in the fad-
ing sunlight, her neighbor switched on
a light bulb dangling from the sloping
tin roof. It was just one bulb powered
by a small solar panel, but in this re-
mote village that means a lot. In some
of the world’s most remote places, off�-
grid solar systems are bringing villag-
ers like Jawa more hours in the day,
more money and more social gather-
ings. 

Before electricity came to the vil-
lage a bit less than two years ago, the
day ended when the sun went down.
Villagers in Laindeha, on the island of
Sumba in eastern Indonesia, would set
aside the mats they were weaving or
coff�ee they were sorting to sell at the
market as the light faded. 

A few families who could aff�ord
them would start noisy generators
that rumbled into the night, emitting
plumes of smoke. Some people wired
lightbulbs to old car batteries, which
would quickly die or burn out appli-
ances, as they had no regulator. Chil-
dren sometimes studied by makeshift
oil lamps, but these occasionally
burned down homes when knocked
over by the wind. 

That’s changed since grassroots so-
cial enterprise projects have brought
small, individual solar panel systems
to Laindeha and villages like it across
the island.

Solar
brings
light to
remote
villages
Projects set up panel
systems to make
electricity accessible
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NEW YORK – The historic Roosevelt
Hotel in midtown Manhattan shuttered
three years ago, but it will soon be bus-
tling again – reopening to accommodate
an anticipated infl�ux of asylum-seekers
just as other New York City hotels are
being converted to emergency shelters. 

Mayor Eric Adams announced Satur-
day that the city will use the Roosevelt
to eventually provide as many as 1,000
rooms for migrants who are expected to
arrive in coming weeks because of the
expiration of pandemic-era rules,
known collectively as Title 42, that had
allowed federal offi�cials to turn away
asylum seekers from the U.S. border
with Mexico.

Across the city, hotels like the Roose-
velt that served tourists just a few years
ago are being transformed into emer-
gency shelters, many of them in prime
locations within walking distance from
Times Square, the World Trade Center
memorial site and the Empire State
Building. A legal mandate requires the
city to provide shelter to anyone who
needs it.

Even so, Adams says the city is run-
ning out of room for migrants and has
sought fi�nancial help from the state and
federal governments. 

“New York City has now cared for
more than 65,000 asylum-seekers – al-
ready opening up over 140 emergency
shelters and eight large-scale 

NY converts hotels to shelters 
Deepti Hajela and Bobby Caina Calvan
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City officials, operating under legal mandates that require New York City to
provide shelter to anyone seeking it, have turned to hotels to house migrants
seeking asylum. JOHN MINCHILLO/AP
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Overtime pay surged to record totals
at New York state agencies in 2022 as
jobs went unfi�lled during the third year
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The $1.36 billion overtime payout, the
highest ever recorded, represented a
nearly 50% increase over 2021, accord-
ing to a state comptroller’s report re-
leased Thursday.

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli
said the number of people leaving state

jobs outpaced hiring in 2020 and 2021,
reducing the size of the workforce and
leaving others to pick up extra hours.

He warned that overtime is not a “a
long-term substitute for proper staffi�ng
levels.”

“State agencies should ensure that
overtime use is justifi�ed and that em-
ployees are not pushed to the point of
burning out,” DiNapoli said in a state-
ment.

Three state agencies – the Offi�ce for
People with Developmental Disabilities,
Corrections and Community Supervi-
sion and the Offi�ce of Mental Health –

accounted for more than two-thirds of
overtime pay.

State police lead in hourly rate

While the agencies account for
nearly a quarter of state employees
they racked up nearly 70% of the total
overtime hours and pay handed out
last year. The average hourly rate came
to $61.41, led by State Police who aver-
aged more than $85 an hour in over-
time pay.

OVERTIME HITS 
RECORD LEVELS

NY State Police Troopers patrol outside the state capitol building in Albany on Jan. 20, 2021. JOHN MEORE/THE JOURNAL NEWS

What were employees at NY state agencies paid?
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