
He says developers of 

Lysander apartments are 

taking too much off the top.

Tim Knauss   tknauss@syracuse.com

Onondaga County Executive Ryan 
McMahon said Monday that he will rec-
ommend against a controversial property 
tax break for upscale suburban apart-
ments in Lysander that previously looked 
likely to be approved.

McMahon had spoken favorably about 
the tax break in the past, without explic-
itly endorsing it. His economic develop-
ment director supported granting the 
incentive.

But McMahon said he took a closer 
look at the proposal for Drakes Landing 
Apartments, a 162-unit complex in the 
Radisson community, following a pub-
lic hearing last week at which 15 peo-
ple spoke against granting the project 
a 10-year payment in lieu of taxes, or 
PILOT.

The county executive said he agreed 
with criticism that the builders’ plan to 
collect an upfront development fee of 
$5.4 million — a whopping 12.4% of the 
total $44 million project cost — indicated 
they did not need a PILOT to proceed.

The PILOT sought by the developers 
would save them $1.3 million in school, 
town and county property taxes over a 
decade. 

OCIDA will not approve the deal, 
McMahon predicted.

That’s news to Pat Hogan, chairman 
of the OCIDA board, who had previously 
said he was leaning toward granting the 
incentive. Hogan said he has not heard 
from McMahon and is still inclined to

SYRACUSE

McMahon calls 
for OCIDA to 
reject tax break 

$3 TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 SYRACUSE.COM 2022 JANY NEWSPAPER OF DISTINCTION

Today’s weather: Isolated showers. High: 76. Low: 49. B10 ©The Post-Standard
History, A2 Obituaries, A6 Nation & World, A8 Your Tech, A11 Opinion, A12 Sports, B1 Living, C1 Classifieds, D1

LED BY THE TYRRELL SISTERS, THE SU 
WOMEN’S LACROSSE TEAM ADVANCED 
TO THE NCAA SEMIFINALS AFTER 
FALLING TWO WEEKS AGO TO DEFENDING 
NATIONAL CHAMPS NORTH CAROLINA.   B1

REVIVAL
GAME

ONEIDA COUNTY

Troubled track
The owner of Vernon Downs says the 
track and racino will close later this year 
unless the state restores a tax break that 
saved the facility $2 million a year.   A3
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Seven scenarios 
Econommist are warning of worst-
case outcomes should Congress fail to 
raise the federal borrowing limit by the 
so-called “X-date” deadline.   A9
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Concert composers
Sean O’Loughlin, pops conductor for 
Symphoria, wrote the music and a 
Liverpool student wrote the lyrics for a 
concert six months in the making.   C1

A postal worker uniform shirt is attached to a tree at a makeshift memorial in Milwaukee where Aundre Cross, a 44-year-old U.S. 
Postal Service employee, was shot and killed while delivering mail. Robberies of postal carriers have exploded, surging 78% to nearly 
500 in 2022, according to the U.S. Postal Inspection Service.   Mike De Sisti, Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel via Associated Press

David Sharp    Associated Press

Postal carriers have more worries than 
snow, rain or the gloom of night keep-
ing them from their appointed rounds. 
They’re increasingly being robbed, often 
at gunpoint, from Maine to California.

Robberies of postal carriers have 
exploded, surging 78% to nearly 500 in 
2022, according to data provided by U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service to The Associ-
ated Press under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act.

Letter carriers are demanding action 
from the U.S. Postal Service.

“The National Association of Letter 
Carriers is outraged and angered by the 
assaults, armed robberies and even mur-
ders that America’s letter carriers increas-
ingly face as they deliver the mail. These 
attacks are completely unacceptable,” said 
Paul Barner, the union’s executive vice 
president.

The Postal Service said it’s adapting and 
implementing new measures to address the 
robberies, which are taking a toll on letter 
carriers tasked with delivering about 162.1 
million pieces of first-class mail each day:
    › The  Postal Service is replacing tens of 

thousands of antiquated keys used by 
postal carriers and installing thousands 
of high-security collection boxes to stop 
a surge in robberies and mail thefts, 
officials said.

    › The Postal Service is replacing 49,000 
so-called arrow locks with electronic 
versions to make them less attractive 
to criminals who have been targeting 
them to steal mail from secure recepta-
cles, and it is placing 12,000 hardened 
blue collection boxes in high-risk areas, 
according to the Postal Service and 
Postal Inspection Service.
“We’re doubling down on our efforts to 

protect our postal employees and the secu-
rity of the mail. We are hardening targets 
— both physical and digital — to make 

them less desirable to thieves and work-
ing with our law enforcement partners 
to bring perpetrators to justice,” Postal 
Inspection Service Chief Gary Barksdale 
has said.

The spike in postal carrier robberies 
has put letter carriers on edge.

The robberies have more than quadru-
pled over a decade, and weapons were 
used in most of the 496 robberies last 
year, according to data provided by the 
Postal Inspection Service to the AP under 
the Freedom of Information Act. Thir-
ty-one postal carriers were injured, and 
one of them was killed last year, accord-
ing to the data.

T h i s  mont h ,  fe der a l  of f ic i a l s 
announced two more people were 
charged on allegations of pulling a let-
ter carrier off a home’s front steps while 
stealing an arrow key and using a knife 
to rob another carrier last year in Massa-
chusetts.

FINANCIAL CRIMES
The Postal Service declined to say 

how many arrow keys are in use with the 
nation’s nearly 250,000 letter carriers.

But efforts by criminals to inter-
cept the mail go beyond robberies to 
steal those keys. The Postal Service said 
also there were 38,500 thefts of mail 
from blue collection boxes in the 2022  
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‘Outraged’ mail carriers demand 
action to stop robberies

Such crimes have more than 

quadrupled over a decade, the 

data show. The Postal Service is 

taking steps to prevent crimes.
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EARN EXTRA CASH

DRIVERS
WANTED

Call us today and ask about
the $500 signing bonus!

315-470-3001
tbelle@advancelocal.com
Name, phone number and what city or area you would like to 
deliver. The manager for the area will be in contact with you ASAP.Newspaper deliveries

3-4 hours per day | 3-4 days per week
ROUTES ARE LIMITED AND AVAILABLE

ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS


