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Vice President Kamala Harris will be the guest
speaker at this year’s West Point graduation, the White
House announced Wednesday.

This will mark Harris’ fi�rst visit to the U.S. Military
Academy, and the fi�rst time in West Point’s 221-year
history that a woman will serve as the commencement
speaker.

Graduation will be Saturday, May 27.
“We are honored to have the vice president as our

commencement speaker,” said Lt. Gen. Steven W. Gil-
land, superintendent of West Point. “As an accom-
plished leader who has achieved signifi�cant mile-
stones throughout her career, we look forward to her
inspiring remarks to our cadets.”

Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff�, was last year’s commencement speaker.
President Donald Trump addressed the graduates
in 2020 and Vice President Mike Pence did so in
2019.

This will be the 13th time a vice president has ad-
dressed the graduating class. Pence, Joe Biden, Dick
Cheney, Al Gore, Dan Quayle, George Bush, Spiro Ag-
new, Hubert Humphrey and Lyndon B. Johnson have
all addressed the graduating class as vice president.

Harris was born in Oakland, California, to parents
who emigrated from India and Jamaica. She graduat-
ed from Howard University and the University of
California’s Hastings College of Law.

She is the fi�rst woman, the fi�rst Black American
and the fi�rst South Asian American to be elected vice
president.

Mike Randall covers breaking news. Reach him at
mrandall@th-record.com or on Twitter
@mikerandall845.
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Vice President Kamala Harris will be the fi�rst woman commencement speaker in the U.S. Military Academy’s
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She’s the fi�rst in the race for a Hudson Valley seat
that Democrats are itching to win back and Repub-
licans will do everything to hold.

Democrat Liz Gereghty launched her campaign
last week for the congressional district that GOP Rep.
Mike Lawler narrowly won in an upset six months
ago. It’s one of a handful of swing seats in New York

that will help determine which party
wins control of the House next year.

Gereghty, a 50-year-old mother of
three from Westchester County, is new
to politics, but linked to it through a
family tie that is splashed in every
headline about her candidacy: Her sis-
ter is Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitm-
er, a rising Democratic star.

Still waiting in the wings is another Democrat
many voters already know: former Rep. Mondaire
Jones, a Rockland County native who represented
the district for two years until a 2022 redistricting fi�-
asco forced him to seek another seat in New York City
instead.

Jones has said he’s “seriously considering” run-
ning, but has made no decision yet about the 17th
District race.

Republicans won a narrow House majority in No-
vember and Democrats are eager to seize it back in
2024, a presidential election year when Democratic
voter turnout is typically higher. They need a net gain
of fi�ve seats to do so.

Last year’s Republican gains were weaker overall
than expected for a midterm election. But the party did
surprisingly well in New York, fl�ipping four Democrat-
ic-held seats on Long Island and in the Hudson Valley.

Those four seats and a fi�fth in the Syracuse area
are crucial for both parties in 2024. All fi�ve are held by
Republican freshmen in districts that President Joe
Biden won in 2020, in some cases by large margins.
All already have declared Democratic candidates
gearing up for the next race.

The 17th District is especially tantalizing for Dem-
ocrats, given its blue tint - Biden won it by 10 percent-
age points - and the razor-thin margin in November.
Lawler beat Democratic Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney
by just 1,820 votes, or less than one percentage point,
making it the nation’s fourth closest House race.

Who is Liz Gereghty?

Gereghty has lived in northern Westchester for 20
years and served for the last four on Katonah-Lew-
isboro School Board. She owned a store for teens and
young adults in Katonah for three years, and worked
before then as a digital media consultant for small
businesses and nonprofi�ts.

Her website sums up her credentials this way:
“Community leader. Small businesswoman. Mom.”

In an interview, Gereghty said she decided to run
because she’s concerned about Republican eff�orts to
ban books and curb reproductive rights, and about
the “aff�ordability problem” in her area. She said her
top priorities in Congress would include lowering
costs for New Yorkers, protecting abortion rights and
combatting gun violence.

She pointed out that her school board recently ap-
proved a $50 million bond that included $3.6 million
for building security. She saw that as an alarming
testament to the scourge of gun violence.

“It’s happening in every school district in Amer-
ica,” she said.

Asked about the prospect of competing with a
well-regarded former congressman, Gereghty said:
“Right now, I’m the only person in the race. And I
think I’m a great candidate for the general election.”

Impending decision by Mondaire Jones

Jones, a 35-year-old attorney who grew up in Spring 
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REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. – President Joe Biden
and congressional leaders will likely resume talks on
Tuesday at the White House over the debt limit as the
nation continues to edge closer to its legal borrowing
authority with no agreement in sight.

The meeting was initially supposed to be Friday,
but was abruptly postponed so staff�-level talks could
continue before Biden and the four congressional
leaders huddled for a second time. 

Administration and congressional offi�cials said
Sunday that a meeting has not been fi�nalized, al-
though Tuesday was the likeliest option. Biden was
returning to Washington on Monday and is scheduled
to leave for the Group of Seven summit in Japan on
Wednesday. 

Biden on Sunday did not detail much progress in
the talks, but said he remained hopeful that an agree-
ment could be reached with Republicans to avoid
what would be an unprecedented debt default, which
could trigger a fi�nancial catastrophe.

“I remain optimistic because I’m a congenital opti-
mist,” Biden told reporters while out for a bike ride in
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. “But I really think there’s

a desire on their part as well as ours to reach an agree-
ment. I think we’ll be able to do it.”

Biden, leaders to discuss debt limit

President Joe Biden on Sunday didn’t detail
progress in the debt limit talks, but said he
remained hopeful an agreement could be reached.
The president will likely resume the talks with
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy and other
congressional leaders Tuesday.
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