
By Casey Harrison
This story was posted on lasvegassun.com at 2 
a.m. today.

Democrats in the Nevada Legislature 
are sending a trio of bills aimed at reducing 
gun violence to Gov. Joe Lombardo’s desk, 
setting the stage for the Republican’s first 
potential vetoes since assuming office in 
January.

On Monday, the Assembly voted 27-14 
on Senate Bill 171, which would prevent 
people convicted of hate crimes — a gross 
misdemeanor — from owning a firearm for 
10 years following their conviction.

The Senate, meanwhile, voted 12-8 
to pass Assembly Bills 354 and 355, 
which close loopholes to obtain and build 
so-called ghost guns, and raise the age to 
21 to purchase an assault-style rifle or 
semiautomatic shotgun, respectively.

All three bills passed on party-line 
votes, though state Sen. Skip Daly, D-Reno, 
was marked excused for votes on ABs 354 
and 355.

The bills now head to Lombardo’s desk. 
His office was mum on whether the gover-

nor would veto the 
legislation.

“As bills are 
presented to Gov. 
Lombardo in their 
final form, our office 
will comment and 
respond appropri-
ately,” Elizabeth 
Ray, communica-
tions director for 
the governor’s office, 
said in a statement.

Lombardo, the 
former sheriff of Clark County, cam-
paigned partly as a pro-Second Amend-
ment advocate and promised to veto any 
legislation that “takes away” the right to 
“create our own guns,” according to his 
campaign website.

“Gun violence is an inescapable epi-
demic across the nation that is devastat-
ing our communities and tearing families 
apart,” Assembly Majority Floor Leader 
Sandra Jauregui, D-Las Vegas, said in a 
statement. “Too many Nevadans have lost 
their lives to this tragedy and even more 
have been left as survivors, wondering 
when it will happen again.”

Jauregui, a survivor of the Oct. 1, 2017, 
mass shooting at the Route 91 Harvest 
country music festival, said she never 
wants “another Nevadan to experience 
the trauma that I and so many others have 
endured. The time to act is now. These 
bills are commonsense gun violence pre-
vention measures that will make everyday 
Nevadans safer and more secure in their 
community.”

Sen. Dallas Harris, D-Las Vegas, who 
introduced SB 171, also declared the pas-
sage of the bill as a victory.

“Mass shootings have hurt commu-
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DES MOINES, Iowa — Eigh-
teen months is an eternity in pol-
itics.

But rapid-fire and high-pro-
file events over the past week 
have set the tone and clarified 
the stakes of a still nascent pres-
idential race featuring an incum-
bent president and a Republican 
front-runner whom many Amer-
icans, according to polling, do not 
want as their choices, but may 
feel resigned to accept.

The week began with a sur-
prising poll — probably an out-
lier — that showed President 
Joe Biden losing to both former 
President Donald Trump and 
his closest presumptive primary 
competitor, Gov. Ron DeSantis of 
Florida.

Then in quick succession 
came a jury’s verdict holding 
Trump liable for sexual abuse, a 
raucous New Hampshire town 
hall that brought the former 
president’s falsehoods and blus-
ter back into the spotlight, the 
lifting of pandemic-era controls 
at the U.S.-Mexico border, and a 
raft of endorsements for DeSan-
tis — and an unscheduled visit to 
show up Trump — in Iowa that 
showed many Republican leaders 
are open to a Trump alternative.

All of that left leaders, strate-
gists and voters in both parties 
exceptionally anxious.

“We’re in the midst of a pri-
mary that has yet to even really 
form, and meanwhile the oppor-
tunity to pound Biden into dirt 
with his incompetence is slip-
ping,” said Dave Carney, a long-
time Republican consultant in 

New Hampshire, where the first 
Republican primary votes will be 
cast in February. “It’s scattershot 
right now.”

Democrats, who would be 
expected to rally around their 
standard-bearer, spent the week 
expressing a divide on border 
security and questioning the 
president on key policy issues.

Strategists have begged Dem-
ocratic voters to get over their 
discontent and accept the pres-
ident as the best they’re going to 
get.

“Live in the real world,” Stuart 
Stevens, a longtime Republican 
political consultant who bolted 
from the party as Trump rose to 
power, exhorted after the New 
Hampshire town hall. “If you saw 
Donald Trump tonight and aren’t 
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis greets audience members Saturday during 
a fundraising picnic for U.S. Rep. Randy Feenstra, R-Iowa, in Sioux 
Center, Iowa. [See Politics, Page 5]
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B ally’s Corp. announced Mon-
day that it has reached a 
binding agreement with the 
Oakland Athletics and the 
land owner of the Tropicana 

to build a baseball stadium on the Strip 
resort’s property.

The agreement marks a reversal from 
another ballpark deal announced last 
month.

Bally’s announced the deal in conjunc-
tion with the A’s and real estate invest-
ment firm Gaming & Leisure Proper-
ties Inc. It assigns about nine acres of a 
35-acre site at Las Vegas Boulevard and 
Tropicana Avenue to the A’s or a related 
stadium authority.

The proposed ballpark, which would 
seat about 30,000 people, is pending pas-
sage of state legislation for public financ-
ing and other related agreements, Bally’s 
said in a news release.

Bally’s would retain the ability to 
assign the rights to all aspects of the 
development and has received “materi-
al interest from development partners,” 
according to the release.

“We are honored to have been select-
ed to partner with the Oakland Athletics 
on this monumental step in helping to 
bring Major League Baseball to the great 
city of Las Vegas, and to be a part of the 
once-in-a-generation opportunity of hav-
ing a professional baseball team locat-
ed within a short walk of the Las Vegas 
Strip,” Bally’s President George Papanier 
said in a statement.

“The Tropicana has been a landmark 
of Las Vegas for generations, and this 

development will enhance this iconic site 
for generations to come,” he said.

“We are committed to ensuring that 
the development and ballpark built in its 
place will become a new landmark, pay-
ing homage to the iconic history and glob-
al appeal of Las Vegas and its nearly 50 
million visitors a year,” Papanier said.

The team, which would relocate from 
Oakland, Calif., estimates the new ball-
park would welcome more than 2.5 mil-
lion people annually. The stadium would 
provide significant flexibility to develop 
the site in a phased approach, the news 
release said.

Gaming & Leisure Properties has 
agreed to fund up to $175 million toward 
certain “shared improvements” within 
the future development in exchange for a 
commensurate rent increase, the release 
said.

“We have enjoyed getting to know the 
Oakland Athletics’ leadership through 
our dialogue over the past couple years,” 
said Peter Carlino, the firm’s chairman 
and CEO.

“We’re pleased to help facilitate their 
exciting vision for a new ballpark through 
our contribution of nine acres of the 
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A deal announced Monday would bring Major League Baseball to a portion of the Strip property long occupied by the famed 
Tropicana. Bally’s announced the binding deal in conjunction with the Oakland Athletics and real estate investment firm Gaming & 
Leisure Properties Inc. It assigns about nine acres of a 35-acre site at Las Vegas Boulevard and Tropicana Avenue to the A’s or a relat-
ed stadium authority for a new baseball stadium seating about 30,000 fans.

“The Tropicana has 
been a landmark of 
Las Vegas for genera-
tions, and this devel-
opment will enhance 
this iconic site for 
generations to come.”
George Papanier, Bally’s president
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