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AUSTIN, Texas — The bill that
would raise the age to legally purchase
a military-style rifl�e from 18 to 21 that
was fi�led in response to the 2022 mas-
sacre in Uvalde appeared headed to-
ward the dustbin on Monday even as
family members of 21 victims desper-
ately went from lawmaker’s door to
lawmaker’s door in an eff�ort to at least
give the measure a vote in committee.

The families’ cause received a grim
boost just two days earlier in the Dallas
suburb of Allen when yet another
heavily armed gunman sprayed deadly
fi�re from what’s been described as an
AR-15-style weapon. But Gov. Greg Ab-
bott and most of the Republican legis-
lative leaders had made clear the legis-
lation, House Bill 2744, was doomed
from the moment it was fi�led — per-
haps even before it was fi�led.

Even as the Uvalde families carried
emotional signs through the Capitol
corridors with the names and photos
of the fourth graders who were gunned
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Abel Lopez and Felicha Martinez,
parents of Uvalde victim Xavier
Lopez, embrace after the House
Select Committee on Community
Safety voted House Bill 2744 out of
committee at the Texas Capitol on
May 8. The bill would raise the age to
legally purchase assault weapons.
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REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. – President
Joe Biden and congressional leaders
will likely resume talks on Tuesday at
the White House over the debt limit as
the nation continues to edge closer to its
legal borrowing authority with no
agreement in sight.

The meeting was initially supposed
to be Friday, but was abruptly post-
poned so staff�-level talks could con-
tinue before Biden and the four congres-
sional leaders huddled for a second
time. 

Administration and congressional
offi�cials said Sunday that a meeting has
not been fi�nalized, although Tuesday
was the likeliest option. Biden was re-
turning to Washington on Monday and
is scheduled to leave for the Group of
Seven summit in Japan on Wednesday. 

Biden on Sunday did not detail much
progress in the talks, but said he re-
mained hopeful that an agreement
could be reached with Republicans to
avoid what would be an unprecedented
debt default, which could trigger a fi�-
nancial catastrophe.

“I remain optimistic because I’m a
congenital optimist,” Biden told report-
ers while out for a bike ride in Rehoboth
Beach, Delaware. “But I really think
there’s a desire on their part as well as
ours to reach an agreement. I think we’ll
be able to do it.”

Aides said talks had continued
throughout the weekend. But at least
publicly, there was little indication that
either the White House or House Re-
publicans had budged from their initial
positions. Biden has called on lawmak-
ers to lift the debt limit without precon-
ditions, warning that the nation’s bor-
rowing authority should not be used to

impose deep spending cuts and other
conservative policy demands.

“We’ve not reached the crunch point
yet,” Biden told reporters Saturday be-
fore fl�ying to his beach home. “There’s
real discussion about some changes we
all could make. We’re not there yet.”

Biden did signal over the weekend
that he could be open to tougher work
requirements for certain government
aid programs, which Republicans are
proposing as part of the ongoing discus-
sion. He has said he will not accept any-
thing that takes away people’s health
care coverage.

“I voted for tougher aid programs
that’s in the law now, but for Medicaid
it’s a diff�erent story,” he said. “And so I’m
waiting to hear what their exact propos-
al is.”

Administration offi�cials said the
talks among staff� had so far been pro-
ductive after Biden and the leaders –

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-
Calif., House Democratic leader Ha-
keem Jeff�ries of New York, Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck Schumer of New 
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President Joe Biden on Sunday didn’t
detail progress in the debt limit talks,
but said he remained hopeful an
agreement could be reached. The
president will likely resume the talks
with House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
and other congressional leaders
Tuesday. JACQUELYN MARTIN/
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W
hen U.S. Immigration and Customs En-

forcement named Mary De Anda-

Ybarra director of its El Paso Field Of-

fi�ce last month, she became the fi�rst

woman and only the second El Pasoan to hold the re-

gion’s top post in immigration law enforcement. h De

Anda-Ybarra now runs Enforcement and Removal Oper-

ations — the branch of ICE that handles detention and

deportation — for an area covering 51 counties in West

Texas and New Mexico. She took over as the region pre-

pared for the end of Title 42.

Top ICE offi�cial
talks immigration

Mary De Anda-Ybarra was selected to lead ICE’s regional Enforcement and Removal Operations in El Paso. She is
shown during a Q&A on May 5 at the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement El Paso Field Office.
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De Anda-Ybarra now runs Enforcement and Removal for 51 counties

Lauren Villagran El Paso Times | USA TODAY NETWORK – TEXAS

See ICE Q&A, Page 3A

Border Patrol agent Orlando Marrero-Rubio
detains two migrants who had entered the
U.S. without proper documentation in
Sunland Park, New Mexico, in March.
OMAR ORNELAS/EL PASO TIMES 

“I do not take political

sides. I just want to make

sure that we’re doing our

job well, that we’re

treating everyone we

encounter, criminal or

otherwise, with dignity

and respect.”
Mary De Anda-Ybarra
ICE regional director of Enforcement
and Removal Operations


